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Minutes 
Seventh Meeting of the DOT ACCESS Committee 

November 2, 2016 
Hilton Arlington Hotel, Arlington, VA 

 
The Department of Transportation’s Advisory Committee on Accessible Air Transportation (ACCESS) 
met on November, 2016 in Arlington, Virginia.  In accordance with the Negotiated Rulemaking Act, 5 
U.S.C. §561-570, and the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), 5 U.S.C. App.2, the meeting was 
open to the public. Richard Parker, Facilitator, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
November 2, 2016.  The list of individuals attending the meeting is provided by Attachment 1.  The 
agenda for the meeting is attached hereto as Attachment 2.   
 
Committee Action 
 
The ACCESS Committee convened at 10:30 am after the advocacy and airline groups were given time to 
caucus and form unified positions. After opening remarks and introductions the committee began its 
group discussion of the consolidated facilitator’s draft proposal. 
 
In-Flight Entertainment and In-Flight Communications Subcommittee. 
Discussions began with the timeline for the rollout of a portable electronic device (PED) program. The 
airline representatives began the discussion with their initial take on the timeline for rolling out a PED 
program. The airline proposal stated that seatback IFE systems that do not offer at least bitmap captioning 
on or after 3 years after the Department’s final rule, carriers would offer the option of a carrier-supplied 
PED program or a passenger supplied PED via streaming from an onboard server or wifi. The plenary 
session broke for the advocates to discuss their reply to the proposed timeline. 
 
The advocates came back to the table with their counterproposal presented by Geoff Freed of the National 
Center for Accessible Media. The advocates agreed to the 3-year timeline, but proposed a timeline of no 
longer than 6 months for making updates to the schedule for updating the wifi user interface to make it 
more accessible to passengers during the transition period. This sparked a lengthy discussion within the 
Committee as to how long the process of introducing a software update throughout an entire aircraft fleet 
should take.  
 
After lunch the group separated to caucus and refine their positions on the proposals. The Committee 
reconvened at 7:15pm to review the progress that had been made on the group proposal. The committee 
worked together to refine and the wording on the proposal until about 8:30pm when the group was 
dismissed.  A vote on the issues will be taken over a teleconference meeting within the next several 
weeks. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Wednesday November 2, 2016 
Hilton Hotel 

950 N. Stafford Street 
Arlington, VA 22203 

Business Casual 
 
Wednesday, Nov. 2   8:30 AM – 8:00 PM    
 
08:30 – 10:30 AM Interest Group Meetings (Industry/Advocates) 
   Industry Breakout Room:  Ballston Room (Lobby Level) 
   Advocate Breakout Room:  Renoir Room (Mezzanine Level) 
 
   Plenary Room – Gallery 1 & 2 (Mezzanine Level) 
    
10:30 – 12:30 PM Call to Order, Introductions, General Announcements 

Richard Parker, Facilitator, ACCESS Committee 
   Blane Workie, Designated Federal Officer (DFO), ACCESS Committee  
 

Regulatory Negotiation – IFE (Hardare/Software Issuues) 
Supporting Document:  Consolidated Facilitator’s Draft 
 
Cabin Announcements Task Force reps meet in parallel in breakout room 

 
12:30 – 02:00 PM Lunch  

 Interest group/leadership caucuses to be scheduled as needed 
    
02:00 – 04:00 PM Regulatory Negotiation – Content Issues  
  
04:00 – 04:15 PM Break 
 
04:15– 06:00 PM Regulatory Negotiation – Cabin Announcement issues 
   
06:00 – 07:30  PM  Break for supper/final document preparation 
 
07:30 -- 08:35  PM  Review of draft proposal 
 
08:35 PM  Adjourn 

 


