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Subject: DAT A TRUST POLICY, GUIDELINES AND PRINCIPLES 

1. PURPOSE. This Order establishes the U.S. Department of Transportation (Department or
DOT) policy on the use of data trusts, and identifies key roles and associated responsibilities
for DOT personnel. The goals of this order are to:

a. Standardize the activities that DOT undertakes when considering the use of data trusts.
DOT may take on different roles in a data trust, including: serving as the independent
steward, creating or administering a data trust, or participating as a member of the trust.

b. Articulate considerations on the use of data trusts to share sensitive data in furtherance of
Departmental goals.

c. Mitigate potential implementation problems related to governance and data protection
that lead to less than optimal program outcomes when executing a data sharing
arrangement through a data trust.

2. BACKGROUND

a. A data trust is a tool for sharing sensitive data among trust members for advancing safety
or other public benefits when there might otherwise be strong disincentives or significant
barriers to sharing.

b. Data trusts are administered by an independent steward (i.e., a trusted third party) whose
duty is to take actions to protect members' data and thus encourage sharing that would
otherwise not occur. The independent steward takes on a legally binding obligation to
hold, protect, and analyze the members' data in accordance with the members' direction,
within the data trust's governance rules and any applicable law.

c. Data trust members include multiple parties such as:

• Data producers or owners;
• Data users and analysts;
• Member representative groups (e.g., operator or employee groups);
• The government or other regulatory bodies; and
• Other relevant stakeholders.

d. Data trusts advance the Department's mission to advance transportation safety in the
public's interest by encouraging a non-regulatory approach to public-private
collaboration and bringing new data sources to the Department to spur discovery and
innovation.

e. The Department has operated data trusts in support of aviation safety through the














