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Defining Equitable Development 
 Equitable development is an approach to meet the needs of 

underserved communities and individuals through projects, 
programs, and/or policies that reduce disparities while 
fostering places that are healthy, vibrant, and diverse.  
   (2006 Smart Growth Awards Application) 
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“Planning at its best takes account of the 
social implications of land use and 
economic development decisions.”  
 
The Practice of Local Government Planning 



Timeline:  Parallel Initiatives 

 Advocacy Planning (1965) 
 Equity Planning Practice (1969 – 1979) 
 Tenant of Social Planning Incorporated 

into AICP Code of Ethics (1981) 
 Equity Development (1983 – 1987) 
 Fair Growth (2000) 
 Equitable Development (2000) 



As we look to the 21st Century, 
what endeavor could be more 
eminently worthy and necessary; 
more obviously logical and 
deserving of our national 
attention, expertise, and 
resources; or more meaningful 
and spiritually nourishing than 
that of revitalizing America’s 
urban areas and ensuring healthy 
and sustainable communities, 
both urban and rural.   

 

National Environmental Justice 
Advisory Council                  

(1996) 

 



Equitable Development and  
Rebuilding America’s Main Streets: 

The 18th and Vine Jazz District of Kansas City, MO 



Equitable Development and Land Use Planning: 
The City Project in Los Angeles, CA 



Equitable Development and  
Transit Oriented Development: 

Fruitvale Transit Village in Oakland, CA 

 





Equitable Development:  
It is a Matter of Sustainability                             

 



? How to Remain Informed on this Topic

 EPA’s Environmental Justice Collaborative Problem-Solving Model  
 http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/resources/publications/grants/cps-

manual-12-27-06.pdf 
 

 Environmental Justice in Action  
 http://blog.epa.gov/ej 

 
 Smart Growth and Equitable Development  

 http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/equitabledev.htm 
 

 Attend national conferences  
 New Partners for Smart Growth Conference 

 February 13 – 15, 2014 in Denver, CO 
 

 National Organization of Minority Architects Conference   
 October 1 – 4, 2014 in Philadelphia, PA 



Conclusions 
Sustainability – Moving Beyond         

Triple Bottom-line Results 
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Equitable Development: 
  How Embracing Accessibility 

Can Result In Significant Sustainability 
Gains 

Candace J Groudine 
Federal Highway Administration 

Office of Civil Rights 
February 4, 2014 



EJ, Economic Development, Sustainability 
and Accessibility: 

 What are the inter-connections? 

 
 A progressive EJ agenda requires a strong economic 

platform: You can’t love accessibility for persons 
w ith disabilit ies and hate economic grow th. 

 
 Economic development requires strong partnerships 

between business/corporate communities and public 
agencies. 

 
 Public agencies must ensure compliance with statutory 

and regulatory accessibility requirements. 



EJ, Economic Development, Sustainability 
and Accessibility: 

 What are the inter-connections? 

 
 Environmental Justice: Get rid of competing 

notions.  It’s fundamentally about fairness toward 
the disadvantaged. 

 
 Sustainability: the “triple bottom line”: social, 

environmental and economic. 
 
 Sustainable Practices: Fast, safe, convenient, 

efficient…..AND accessible. 



Environmental Justice: 
 A More Expansive Understanding 

 Persons with disabilities… 
 
 Employed at significantly lower rates than those without disabilities: 

32.7% of people with disabilities employed vs. 73.6% of people 
without disabilities employed. 

 
 More than double the rate of poverty within this population of almost 20 

million between ages of 18-64 years: 29.2% vs. 13.% for persons 
without disabilities. 

 
 40% of persons who have significantly less or no access to 

transportation are persons with disabilities. 
 
 More likely to be a member of a minority population and/or low income 

population 



What Does Social Equity Require? 

 Transportation—In its planning, 
development and implementation: 
 Support mobility for persons of varying levels 

of ability and income 
 Serve broad community goals: economic and 

community development and redevelopment 
 Ensure the removal of barriers to accessibility 

in the public rights-of-way (PROW). 



Examples of Integrating Equitable,  
Sustainable and Accessible Development 

 Florida Dept. of Transportation (FDOT) 
 
 Fully integrates accessibility with all aspects of 

project development and delivery. 
 Screening for accessibility needs 
 Improved or installed ADA features in every 

project 
 Mainstreams ADA into the industry’s culture 
 Treats persons with disabilities as “customers” 



Examples of Integrating Equitable,  
Sustainable and Accessible Development 

 Whitefish, Montana 
 Whitefish Downtown Business District Master 

Plan 
 Linking health with vibrancy to foster 

economic development and livability 
 Progressive collaboration with npos, citizens, 

property and business owners 
 Ensuring ADA compliance in the PROW 



Examples of Integrating Equitable,  
Sustainable and Accessible Development 

 Salamanca, New York-Appalachia 
 

 Redeveloping a vision for Main Street 
 
 Incorporating more transportation choices 
 
 Adding “complete streets” to city’s plan 



NOT Doing “Business as Usual” 

 Sustainable Economic Development 
 

 Incorporates livability principles of 
 

 Universal accessibility 
 Social equity 

 
 The challenge 



Case Study: 
East Side Revitalization 

Vernice Miller-Travis 
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