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Challenge Activity 1: Complete Streets Approach

Walking and bicycling should be considered equally important as other transportation modes: 
The primary goal of a transportation system is to safely and efficiently move people and goods. 
Walking and bicycling are efficient transportation modes for most short trips and, where con-
venient intermodal systems exist, these non-motorized trips can be linked with transit to sig-
nificantly increase trip distance. Walking and bicycling should not be an afterthought in roadway 
design.

How do we know we have a successful Complete Streets policy?

A Complete Streets policy incorporates safe and convenient walking and bicycling facilities into 
transportation projects; improves conditions and opportunities for walking, and bicycling; inte-
grates walking and bicycling into transportation systems; and provide safe and convenient facili-
ties for these modes.

A complete streets approach changes the way every day transportation decisions are made; 
changes design guidelines; educates and trains everyone on the new approach, and uses new 
measures of success. The ultimate goal will be that pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit 
riders of all ages and abilities will be able to safely, conveniently, and easily use roads, sidewalks, 
bike paths, transit and rails to get to their destination.

What steps can further a Complete Streets approach?

• Demonstrate leadership by publicly announcing the importance of bicycle and pedestrian safety
• Adopt a complete streets policy
• Form a pedestrian and bicyclist safety leadership teams
• Develop a Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety Action Plan

What is available to help create Complete Streets? 

Smart Growth America and the National Complete Streets Coalition provide great information 
pertaining to Complete Streets policy adoption and implementation.  Read more about Com-
plete Streets here.

Stakeholder Organization Resources
• AARP
 -Planning Complete Streets for an Aging America

• National Complete Streets Coalition
 -The Best Complete Street Policies of 2014
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Discussion

1. Does your community have a Complete Streets Policy, and how has it helped change your approach?

2. How has your project development process changed to take into consideration the needs of all  
 users earlier in the transportation planning process?  Where do problems still exist and how  
 could you solve them?

3. How have you trained practitioners and educated the public in what a complete streets policy  
 means for them?  What additional steps could help your implementation go more smoothly?

4.  How do you know that you are successfully integrating all users into your transportation 
 network?  What new metrics are you using to measure the changes taking place?


