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  Sustains Through Environmental Review
 
      
[bookmark: _GoBack]This strategy of DOT Sustains is to use the environmental review process to inform decisionmakers, resulting in better environmental outcomes throughout our programs. DOT incorporates the principles of sustainability into the environmental review process.

[image: MP900442329[1]]Congress established the Department of Transportation in 1966, and enacted the first major national environmental laws only three years later. From the beginning, DOT has been committed to compliance with environmental laws and regulations. This ensures the American people live in a healthy environment as well as keeping transportation safe, efficient, and reliable.	Comment by USDOT_User: Picture, alt text added, from Microsoft unsure if able to use


Transportation Planning	Comment by Amy Coyle: The planning process generally precedes the NEPA process and should be discussed separately.  FHWA/FTA have specific statutory requirements and regulations on planning.  FRA is also doing a number of planning studies as part of their passenger rail development so you may want to provide a brief summary and links to relevant sections of their website as well.

	A sustainable transportation infrastructure begins with the planning process. Environmental stewardship and social considerations are integrated into the planning process.	Comment by USDOT_User: Consult with Lilly and Camille on transportation planning. Camille also said she would have a powerpoint from her lecture in Singapore on transportation planning that would have a good review of the process

In addition, Amy’s federal registrar notice is almost finalized, ask where is most appropriate in this page to link 


National Environmental Policy Act

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires the Department to conduct an environmental review for all DOT actions that may have a significant impact on the environment.  DOT integrates, to the maximum extent possible, the analysis required to comply with all Federal environmental laws into the NEPA process.  Although there are a number of requirements that the Department may need to comply with for any given action, the following resource areas are some of the key areas that DOT examines as part of its NEPA review:	Comment by Amy Coyle: This is just some placehold language, but you’ll want to explain what NEPA is and why we do it.	Comment by USDOT_User: Will need to ask for some language from Camille and amy – keep Ddditiot air quality standards.tions to ensure that our emissions conform with the states' to link to however i 	Comment by Amy Coyle: Need to introduce the concept of impact categories in some way.

Resources on the Environmental Review Process	Comment by USDOT: I agree these are helpful, but would move the group to just below NEPA.  	Comment by Amy Coyle: It’s helpful to have these links all in one place.
	Comment by USDOT: DM:  I would link to the Environment page:    
http://www.dot.gov/policy/transportation-policy/environment
Department of Transportation Policy
Accelerating Project Delivery

Aviation
Airports, Environmental, & NEPA
Airports, Policy & Regulation
Air Traffic Environmental Reviews
Environmental Desk Reference

Highways
Environmental Review Toolkit
Highways, Environment, and Realty
Environment Planning Resources
Everyday Counts
Environmental Excellence Awards

Motor Carriers Safety
Motor Carriers Safety & NEPA

Railroad
Railroads & NEPA

Transit
Transit & NEPA

Maritime
Maritime Environment & Safety

Saint Lawrence Seaway Development
Seaway & NEPA


	
Land

The ability to develop sustainably is dependent on how we manage our land resources. The Department seeks to conserve the ecological and aesthetic integrity of our Nation’s land.
Laws and Regulations:
Department of Transportation Act, Section 4(f)
Highway Beautification Act of 1965
National Trails System Act
The Wilderness Act
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act
Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA)

Resources:
Land Use and Transportation
 Section 4(f)
Section 4(f) History
Federal Lands Highway
Agricultural Lands
Recreational Trails


	
Air Quality

Transportation emissions can be harmful to human health and the environment. To preserve air quality, we adhere to air quality standards and continuously strive to reduce our emissions. The Department evaluates all actions to ensure that our emissions conform with the states’ ambient air quality standards.	Comment by USDOT: CM:  need a statement here that all Federal actions in air quality nonattainment or maintenance areas must conform, i.e. show that they are consistent, with state air quality attainment plans.  For highway and transit actions, regional emissions and project emissions must be analyzed in compliance with transportation conformity requirements.  Other DOT actions must comply with general conformity requirements. 


Laws and Regulations:
Clean Air Act (CAA): Section 176(c), Section 202

Resources:
Highway's Air Quality Team
Conformity Emissions Analysis
Airport Noise and Emissions
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ)


	
Water Resources & Wetlands

Maintaining the integrity of the aquatic environment is important to the Department. In the environmental review process, the Department considers marine, wetland, and freshwater resources to safeguard the quality of our floodplains and other natural water sources. 

Laws and Regulations:
Clean Water Act (CWA): Section 401, Section 404, Section 402
Coastal Barriers Resources Act
Coastal Zone Management Act
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899: Section 9, Section 10
Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 (SDWA)
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
Emergency Wetlands Resources Act of 1986
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21): Wetlands Mitigation
SAFETEA-LU Section 6006(b)
National Flood Insurance Reform Act of 1994
Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (MPRSA)
National Marine Sanctuaries Act
 Maritime Pollution Prevention Act of 2008
Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA)
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
Executive Order 11988, “Floodplain Management”  
Executive Order 11990, “Protection of Wetlands”
Executive Order 13547, “Stewardship of the Ocean, Our Coasts, and the Great Lakes”

Resources:
Transit and Water Quality
Wetlands and Aquatic Ecosystems
Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety & OPA Initiative


	
Wildlife

Protecting biodiversity is important when developing our transportation infrastructure. Minimizing the impact to native and endangered species is a crucial component to the Department’s planning environmental review process.

Laws and Regulations:
Endangered Species Act (ESA): Section 4, Section 7
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
Marine Mammal Protection Act
Anadromous Fish Conservation Act
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act: Section 305(b)2
Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940
Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Prevention and Control Act of 1990
Executive Order 13112, “Invasive Species”
Executive Order 13186, “Responsibilities of Federal Agencies to Protect Migratory Birds”

Resources:
Wildlife and Habitat
Habitat and Vegetation Management
Habitat Management
Invasive Species


	
Historic & Cultural Resources


America’s historical heritage is important to the Department. Our dedication ranges from restoring and using historic buildings to ensuring our projects preserve cultural antiquities. In addition, to ensure unearthed artifacts are correctly handled, the Department consults with local stakeholders for their knowledge and assistance.
Laws and Regulations:
National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106
Archeological Resources Protection Act of 1979
Archeological and Historical Preservation Act
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)
Executive Order 13007, “Indian Sacred Sites”
Executive Order 13287, “Preserve America”

Resources:
Historic Preservation
Environment and Preservation
Tribal Transportation Consultation
Guidance on 106 Coordination


	
Social & Economic Impact

Transportation projects can have an impact to on local communities and economies. The Department pursues projects that enhance socioeconomic value and the quality of life in local communities.Laws and Regulations:
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (Uniform Act)
American Indian Religious Freedom Act
Executive Order 13045, “Protection of Children from Environmental Health and Safety Risks”
 Executive Order 13175, “Consultation and Coordination With Indian Tribal Governments”

Resources:
Community Impact Assessment
Airports Land Acquisition and Relocation Assistance
Safety in Planning & Analysis
Safe Routes to School
Vehicle Safety


	
Environmental Justice

In an effort to ensure our actions do not disproportionately affect any population based on race, income, or religion, the Department incorporates environmental justice into the environmental review process. 

Laws and Regulations:
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
Executive Order 12898, “Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations

Resources:
Environmental Justice
Environmental Justice in the Environmental Review Toolkit
Addressing Environmental Justice in the NEPA Process Newsletter July 2013


	
Hazardous Substances

The Department ensures safe transportation of hazardous materials and proper disposal of hazardous waste generated by the Department’s activities.

Laws and Regulations:
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA)
Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization Act
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)

Resources:
Brownfields
Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT)
Railroad HAZMAT and Safety
Complying with HAZMAT Regulations


	
Noise

Most transportation modes generate noise, which may have effects on local quality of life and wildlife. The Department seeks to ensure that no specific community bears the burden of noise, while seeking to make our operations quieter with new technologies.

Laws and Regulations:
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1970
Noise Control Act of 1972
Airport Noise and Capacity Act of 1990
Aviation Safety and Noise Abatement Act of 1979

Resources:
Airport Compliance
Airport Noise
Airport Noise and Emissions
Highway Traffic Noise
Train Horn Rule and Quiet Zones
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