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increase surface transportation funding for four years, and encourage us to tackle projects more
efficiently.

In the long term, I have directed the Department of Transportation to develop a 30-year
“Framework for the Future” to help the nation prepare for the challenges of the next three
decades. We face a number of compelling trends—a more diverse and aging population,
increased migration to new and emerging economic regions, crumbling infrastructure,
continually disruptive technological change. shilling energy production, and climate change. All
of these challenges point to the need for new thinking and an intellectual reset of how we
approach transportation policy development and implementation.

The Framework for the Future will help us get a clearer picture of these challenges, our options,
and the policy choices we will need to make to meet them. It is being developed with input from
the public and private sectors, innovators, and importantly, the citizens who depend on the
transportation network every day. When the framework is complete, it may signal the need to
further revise the 2014-2018 strategic plan.
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