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U.S. Department 1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E.
of Transportation Washington, DC 20590

Office of the Secretary
of Transportation

SUBJECT: Class Deviation No. 2026-01 from the Transportation Acquisition Regulation for
TAR Part 1201 in Support of Executive Order 14275, Restoring Common Sense
to Federal Procurement

CHRISHAUN Digitally signed by CHRISHAUN

PATRICE JONES

FROM: Chrlshaun Jones PATRICE JONES Date: 2026.06.26 13:51:42 -04'00"
Senior Procurement Executive
Office of the Senior Procurement Executive

TO: Department of Transportation Chiefs of the Contracting Offices

Purpose: This memorandum approves a class deviation to the Transportation Acquisition
Regulation (TAR) part 1201 for the purpose of implementing, in the TAR, Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Class Deviation (CD) (No. 2025-03) for FAR part 1 in support
of Executive Order (E.O.) 14275, “Restoring Common Sense to Federal Procurement.”

Effective Date: Immediately.

Background: On April 15, 2025, Executive Order (E.O.) 14275, Restoring Common Sense to
Federal Procurement was signed. Section 2 of the E.O. establishes the policy that the FAR
“should only contain provisions required by statute or essential to sound procurement, and any
FAR provisions that do not advance these objectives should be removed.” The Revolutionary
FAR Overhaul (RFO) initiative will make the FAR more concise, understandable, and focused
on core procurement requirements. This also applies to agency supplements to the FAR.

Under this initiative, the FAR is being updated to:

Remove language that is not required by statute

Remove duplicative or outdated language

Clarify or provide more plain language

Revise language for the new FAR framework

Retain language necessary for governmentwide acquisition standards.

The RFO FAR part 1 model deviation text upon which this RFO TAR part 1201 deviation is also
based, establishes bedrock principles. The Department of Transportation (DOT) issued FAR CD
2025-03 for FAR part 1 on May 29, 2025.

To ensure alignment with recently issued E.O.s and the RFO FAR part CD, it is necessary to
issue this RFO TAR CD in advance of a proposed rule to implement these requirements to


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/18/2025-06839/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/18/2025-06839/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement
https://www.acquisition.gov/sites/default/files/page_file_uploads/DOT_RFO_Deviation_Part-1.pdf
https://www.acquisition.gov/sites/default/files/page_file_uploads/DOT_RFO_Deviation_Part-1.pdf
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ensure DOT policies and procedures align with these requirements. DOT intends on conducting
further analysis and developing a rule for publication in the Federal Register for public comment
after the release of this CD, and after FAR proposed and final rules are published.

Summary of Changes:

O
O
O

Change Description
New/Retained/ | General — Updated TAR content and headings to align with RFO FAR Part 1
Updated * Subpart 1201.1—Framework (New title)

1201.101, Framework. Revised title to align with FAR.

1201.103, Authority. Revised title and renumbered.

1201.103-70, Unique DOT authorities. [New] A new header added
above previous content at paragraphs (c, d, and e), with new
paragraphs (a), (b), and (c). Detail agency authorities.

1201.104, Publication and code arrangement. [New] Renumbered
from 1201.105-1 to align with FAR; revised for clarity. Condensed
and streamlined text, removing internal content. Includes how to cite
the TAR within and outside the TAR.

1201.105, OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act.
Renumbered from 1201.106. Identified DOT website where approved
numbers will be moved to, like the RFO FAR part 1 approach.
1201.109, Regulatory sunset. [New] Adds regulatory sunset
timeframe when all TAR sections will expire if not required by
statute, aligning with RFO FAR approach.

* Subpart 1201.2—Agency Acquisition Regulations [New title]

O

O

Moved from Subpart 1201.3 to 1201.2 as Subpart 1.2, Administration
removed.

1201.201, Policy. [New]. Streamlined and combined former
1201.301 text to align with FAR 1.201.

* Subpart 1201.3—Deviations from the FAR [New title]

@)
O
@)

(@)

Moved from Subpart 1201.4 to 1201.3.

Updated title of subpart to align with FAR.

1201.302, Policy [New] — adds policy statement to align with
initiative.

Renumbered sections on Individual and Class deviations.

* Subpart 1201.4—Career Development, Contracting Authority, and
Responsibilities [New title]

(@)
@)

Updated number/designation to align with RFO FAR part 1.

Moved content from Subpart 1201.6 to 1201.4, renumbering other
sections accordingly.

1201.401, Contracting functions. [New] - states DOT contracting
function organizations are set forth in the TAM.

1201.403, Selecting, appointing, and terminating the appointment for
contracting officers. Renumbered/retitled to align with FAR.




o 1201.404, Contracting officer’s representative. Header/no text.
Moved from prior subpart 1201.6 and revised to align with the FAR.
o 1201.404-70, Contract clause. Moved from prior subpart 1201.6 to
align with FAR. Prescribes clause 1252.201-70, Contracting
Officer’s Representative, and streamlined the clause prescription.
* Subpart 1201.5, Determinations and Findings. [New title]
o Added 1201.506, Signatory authority, to align with RFO FAR
approach. Adds policy authority on who may sign or delegate various
D&Fs.
* Clause TAR 1252.201-70, Contracting Officer’s Representative (APR
2026)(RFO DEVIATION) — updated citation and streamlined content.

Removed General — Text has been revised/deleted in the sections below to remove non-
statutory guidance.
e 1201.102-70, DOT statement of guiding principles for the Department of
Transportation Acquisition System.
e 1201.104, Applicability.
e 1201.5, Issuances. Removed header with no text as now unnecessary.
e 1201.105-2, Arrangement of regulations. Other content condensed under
1201.104, Publication and code arrangement.
e 1201.105-3, Copies. Removed as unnecessary because link to online
access available at 1201.104, Publication and code arrangement.
e Subpart 1201.2, Administration. Including underlying sections
1201.201 and 1201.201-1.
e Subpart 1201.3, Agency Acquisition Regulations.
o Includes removal of some content from 1201.301, paragraphs (a)
— (b), and sections 1201.301-70, 1201.301-71, 1201.301-72, and
1201.304.
e Subpart 1201.6, Career Development, Contracting Authority, and
Responsibilities. Most content moved to new Subpart 1201.4, same title.

Required Actions: Contracting Officers shall follow the RFO TAR part 1201 deviation text,
including the corresponding part 1252 deviation text, in lieu of TAR part 1201 and part 1252 as
codified at 48 CFR, chapter 12. The RFO TAR deviation text is shown in the Attachment
including any cognizant TAR part 1252 solicitation provisions or contract clauses prescribed in
TAR part 1201.

Chiefs of the Contracting Offices (COCOs) must ensure this deviation is disseminated to the
acquisition workforce and ensure compliance with the requirements in the CD.

For new solicitations, contracts or orders:
¢ Include applicable deviated provisions and clauses (marked (APR 2026)(RFO
Deviation)) as attached.

For open solicitations:
e The contracting officer has discretion regarding the need to enforce or amend the
provisions or clauses. Note that without some of the removed provisions or clauses,
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the contracting officer may be required to separately address certain aspects in an
awarded contract.

For existing contracts and orders:
e No action required for the clause associated with this class deviation.

Applicability: This CD applies to all DOT Operating Administrations (OAs), the Office of the
Secretary of Transportation (OST), and the Office of the Inspector General (OIG), excluding the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in accordance with RFO TAR 1201.103-70(b).

Authority: This CD is issued under the authority of RFO FAR 1.304, Class deviations; TAR
1201.404, Class deviations; and the revised citation based on this CD at RFO TAR 1201.304, for
the purpose of implementing policy in the TAR to comply with requirements of certain E.O.s,
statutes, and other directives in DOT FAR CD No. 2025-03 and as described below.

Expiration Date: This CD will remain in effect until it is incorporated into the TAR,
superseded, or is otherwise rescinded, whichever occurs first.

Point of Contact: Questions or comments regarding this deviation may be directed to
DOTAcquisitionPolicy@dot.gov.

Attachment:
A. RFO TAR Part 1201 & Applicable Part 1252 Deviation Text — Bold/Bracketed/Line-in
Line-Out (BB-LILO)


mailto:DOTAcquisitionPolicy@dot.gov

Transportation Acquisition Regulation (TAR) Class Deviation (CD) No. 2026-01
Attachment A
RFO TAR Part 1201 and 1252 Deviation Text
TAR Text Baseline is 48 CFR chapter 12 as of March 26, 2026.

Additions are shown as [bolded and bracketed] and deletions are shown in strikethrough deletions.
TAR Text unchanged shown as asterisks.

kkdkk

Part 1201—Federal Acquisition Regulations System (RFO Deviation)

Subpart 1201.1—Purpese; Authority; Issuanee[ Framework]
1201.101 PurpeselFramework].
0110 OT statemen of ouidino

System
[1201.103 Authority.]

[1201.103-70 Unique DOT authorities.]
F20HH05—Issuanee:

1201.10[4]5—+—Publication and code arrangement.

1201.10[5]6  OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act.
[1201.109 Regulatory sunset.]

[Subpart 1201.2—Agency Acquisition Regulations
1201.201 Policy.]

Subpart 1201.[3]470—Deviations From the FAR and-TAR
[1201.302 Policy.]

1201.[3]403  Individual deviations.

1201.[3]404  Class deviations.

Subpart 1201.[4]6—Career Development, Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities
1201.[4]60[1]2 Contracting [functions]efficers.

12016022 ; .1& . : horized . ‘

1201.]4]603  Selection;appointment-and-termination-of [Selecting, appointing, and terminating the]
appointment for contracting officers.

1201.]4]663-1 General.



[1201.404 Contracting officer's representative.
1201.404-70  Contract clause.]

120160470 Contractclause:

[Subpart 1201.5—Determinations and Findings
1201.506 Signatory authority.]

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 301; 41 U.S.C. 1121(c)(3); [and] 41 U.S.C. 1702:-and-48-CER1-301through1.304.



https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/5/301
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/41/1121
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/41/1702
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/section-1.301
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/section-1.304

PART 1201 —FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATIONS SYSTEM (RFO DEVIATION)

Subpart 1201.1—Purpese;Authority; IssuaneefFramework]

1201.101 Purpese[Framework].

The Department of Transportation (DOT), Transportation Acquisition Regulation (TAR), establishes
uniform acquisition policies and procedures that implement and supplement the Federal Acquisition
Regulation (FAR). The TAR provides regulatory or policy instruction when coverage is needed for DOT-
spemﬁc sub]ect matter not covered in the FAR. %éﬁ%R—alse—mel&ées—peheys%a%emen%s—ﬂ&&t—D@%ﬂ

al g a nees: The Transportation Acquisition Manual
(TAM) contains 1nterna1 operating procedures prov1d1ng supplernentary guidance and instructions for
carrying out FAR and TAR requirements.

1201.10[3]4-Applieability[ Authority].

(a) [The TAR is prepared and issued by the Senior Procurement Executive (SPE) under the
authorlty of 41 U. S C. 1702 and 41 U.S.C. 1707 ] Appheab}%st-a%u-tes—&%FAR—éLS—GFR—ehaﬁter—l—



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/chapter-1

[1201.103-70 Unique DOT authorities.]

([a]e) The Maritime Administration may depart from the requirements of the FAR and TAR as
authorized by 40 U.S. C 1 13(e)( 1 5) but sh&l—l[should] adhere to those regulatlons to the max1mum
extent practlcable eV 4 : ¢ 3

([b]é) The FAR, TAR, and TAM do not apply to the Federal Aviation Administration as provided by
49 U.S.C. 40110(d).

([cle) For purposes of the FAR, TAR, and TAM, the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and
Technology shal-[has]have the same authority as an Operating Administration as defined in 1202.1,
and the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology [is delegated] shallkave the same authority
as a Head of the Operating Administration as defined in 1202.1.

201305 dssuanees
1201.10[4]5-1 Publication and code arrangement.
(a) The TAR is published or available in—
(1) The Federal Register;

(2) Cumulative form in the CFR; and

(3) Online via the internet at Attps://www.acquisition.gov/tar.

(b) [The TAR conforms with the arrangement and numbering system prescribed by FAR 1.104.]
Numbering—
1)D ideciid .
& The numbering illustrations at FAR 1.10[4]5-2(b) apply to the TAR. Gi} Coverage within the

TAR is identified by the prefix “12” followed by the complete TAR citation. For example,
1201.[104]2641([a]b).

@ity Coverage in the TAR that supplements the FAR w4l use[s] part, subpart, section, and
subsection numbers ending in ‘70 through “89” (e.g., 1201.301-70). A series of numbers
beginning with “70” is used for provisions and clauses.


https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/40/113
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40110
https://www.acquisition.gov/tar

3) Using the TAR coverage at 1201.10[4]5-2(b) as a typical illustration, reference to the—[part
would be “TAR part 1201” outside the TAR and “part 1201” within the TAR. Reference to the
section would be “TAR 1201.104” outside the TAR and “1201.104” within the TAR. Reference
to the subpart would be “TAR subpart 1201.1” outside the TAR and “subpart 1201.1” within
the TAR.]

1201.10[5]6 OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act.

The information collection and recordkeeping requirements contained in the TAR have been approved by
the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). Details concerning any TAR- related OMB approved


https://bookstore.gpo.gov/
https://www.acquisition.gov/

control numbers are specified in the TAM [at https://www.transportation.gov/assistant-secretary-
administration/procurement/senior-procurement-executive].

[1201.109 Regulatory sunset.

All TAR sections that are not required by statute expire 4 years after the effective date of the
sections, unless renewed by the Office of the Senior Procurement Executive (OSPE).]

Sul 12012 Administrat

Subpart 1201.[2]3—Agency Acquisition Regulations
1201.[2]301 Policy.
(@)
(1) Aeguisiti Lt

-Department-wide-acquisitionregulations: The Department-of Transportation's(DOT's) Senior
Procurement Executive (SPE) is the-individual-havingautherity|authorized] to issue or authorize

the issuance of agency regulations that implement or supplement the FAR to include agency-unique
policies, procedures, contract clauses, solicitation provisions, and forms that govern the contracting
process. This authority is re-delegated from the Assistant Secretary for Administration to the SPE.

[(c) The SPE may issue or authorize the issuance of internal agency guidance at any
organizational level. DOT internal operating procedures are contained in the TAM. OA
procedures necessary to implement or supplement the FAR, TAR, or TAM may be issued by the
head of the contracting activity (HCA), who may delegate this authority to any organizational
level deemed appropriate.]

10
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Subpart 1201.[3]/70—Deviations From the FAR-and-TAR

[1201.302 Policy.

DOT acquisition offices may deviate from the TAR when necessary to meet specific needs (e.g., to
encourage developing and testing of new techniques and methods of acquisition).]

1201.[3]403 Individual deviations.

The head of the contracting activity (HCA), or designee with a rank that is no lower than that of a Senior
Executive Service (SES) official, may authorize individual deviations to the FAR and TAR [(see];unless
FAR [1.302(b) and (c), and FAR] 1.[3]/05¢e)applies|)].

1201.[3]404 Class deviations.

The SPE may authorize and approve class deviations from the FAR and TAR [(see FAR 1.302(b) and
(c), and FAR 1.305).]; unless EAR1-405¢(e)-applies:

Subpart 1201.[4]6—Career Development, Contracting Authority, and Responsibilities
[1201.401 Contracting functions.
DOT contracting function organizations are set forth in the TAM.]

12


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-48/section-1201.304#p-1201.304(b)
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1201.[4]603 Selecti[ng]en, appoint[ing|ment, and terminati|ng|en of [the] appointment for
contracting officers.

1201.]4]603-1 General.

Each DOT OA is [delegated authority to appoint] responsible-for-appeinting-its contracting officers.
Each HCA [w1ll]shal—l—app01nt one Chlef of the Contractmg Ofﬁce (COCO) for each OA I-Hd-l-V}é-H-a-l-S

The HCA may select, appomt and terminate the appomtment of contractlng ofﬁcers The HCA may re-
delegate this authority to a level no lower than that of the COCO.

1201.]4]604 Contracting O|o]fficer's R|r|epresentative (COR):
1201.]4]604-70 Contract clause.

The-contracting-officershall [I]insert the clause at 1252.201-70, Contracting Officer's Representative, in
solicitations and contracts that-are-identified-as other than firm-fixed-price, and for firm-fixed-price
solicitations and contracts when appointment of a contracting officer's representative is anticipated.

[Subpart 1201.5—Determination and Findings
1201.506 Signatory authority.

Authority to sign or delegate signature authority for the various D&Fs as required by the FAR is
shown in the applicable TAR part or the corresponding TAM part, when required.]

14



Part 1252 — Solicitation Provisions and Contract Clauses

Subpart 1252.2—Texts of Provisions and Clauses

L I

1252.201-70 Contracting Officer's Representative. (RFO Deviation)

L

L

1252.201-70 Contracting Officer's Representative.
As prescribed in 1201.[4]604-70, insert the following clause:

Contracting Officer's Representative (NOV-2022[APR 2026])[(RFO DEVIATION)]

(a) The Contracting Officer may designate Government personnel to act as the Contracting Officer's
Representative (COR) to perform functions under the contract such as review and/or inspection and
acceptance of supplies, services, including construction, and other functions of a technical nature. The
Contractmg Officer w111 provide a written notice of such des1gnat10n to the Contractor wrthm—ﬁ*&e

eeﬁtfaeter—t-h%ﬂe&e%te—pfeeeed The d651gnat10n letter ’W—l—H— set|s] forth the authorltles and llmltatlons of
the COR under the contract.

(b) The Contracting Officer cannot authorize the COR or any other representative to sign documents (i.e.,
contracts, contract modifications, etc.) that require the signature of the Contracting Officer.

(End of clause)

L
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