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AAM in America: The Next Era

The First Aircraft
The Wright Brothers achieved the first controlled air 
flight on December 17, 1903, in their Wright Flyer. 
This event marked the age of powered human flight. 

Today’s Skies
By 2000, America has prospered with more than 25,000 daily 
flights from a large system of airports. Wide-body jets safely fly 
internationally, and over 1 million flights take off and land each year.

Vertical Lift
Sikorsky VS-300 Helicopter 

(1939)

Jet Age
Boeing 707  
(1958)

Composite Frames 
Cirrus SR20  
(1998)

Capacity and Reach
Boeing 787  
(2011)
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First Flight
The Wright �Flyer  
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The United States has led global aviation for more than a century, beginning with the Wright brothers. Since then, 
innovations to aviation have included advanced safety systems such as glass cockpits and higher levels of automation. 
AAM has the potential to enhance community accessibility and connectivity while simultaneously facilitating cargo 
movement, trade, and commerce. America is ready for these new aviation changes, technologies, and opportunities. 

Initial AAM Operations
The United States enables early AAM 
demonstrations by leveraging and adapting 
regulatory frameworks, programs, and 
processes.

Connectivity and Growth
New AAM operations launch across urban and 
rural regions, increasing travel options for the 
American people.

Smart Integration
Mature, scaled AAM operations 
integrate into multimodal U.S. 
transportation systems.
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AAM is a rapidly-emerging new 
sector of the aerospace industry 
that aims to safely and efficiently 
integrate highly automated 
aircraft into American airspace. 
AAM is not a single technology 
but rather a collection of new and 
emerging technologies applied to 
aviation, particularly in new aircraft 
types. AAM is designed to deliver 
agile, affordable, and accessible 
flights to all Americans and drive 
infrastructure development, 
employment, and innovation.

AAM aircraft will be cutting-edge, 
built with the latest technology. 
They usually fly at lower heights, 
typically under 5,000 feet. They can 
transport people and packages 
more efficiently than ever before. 

AAM isn’t just about the aircraft. 
It’s about building a modernized 
support system, including the 
workforce, infrastructure, and clear 
rules needed to enable AAM across 
the United States.

What is AAM?

New Aircraft and Technology: Modernized Ecosystem:
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On October 17, 2022, the Advanced Air Mobility Coordination 
and Leadership Act (Act) was signed into law, tasking DOT with 
establishing an AAM Interagency Working Group to enable 
AAM maturation in America. 

The Act called for a national strategy to expand transportation 
options, amplify economic activity and jobs, advance 
environmental sustainability and new technologies, and 
strengthen emergency preparedness and competitiveness—
ultimately improving the quality of life for all Americans. 

Twenty Federal agencies developed two key 
reports: The AAM National Strategy, which 
outlines the recommended actions to advance 
AAM, and its accompanying Comprehensive 
Plan, which defines agency roles, sequences 
steps, and sets priorities for implementing them. 

AAM offers many benefits for 
Americans. It enables time savings, 
quieter operations, emergency 
applications, and increased 
connectivity across communities. 
It will create highly skilled jobs 
and provide new air travel options 
in areas where large jets aren’t 
practical.

The Act

The Goal

The Result
Expanded Benefits:
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A Flight 
Path to 
Success: 

READY WORKFORCE
Create learning programs and jobs to equip people 

with the high-value skills needed for an emerging 

aviation industry, including curricula, policy, and 

opportunities for U.S. workers to prepare for the future.

STRONGER U.S. AVIATION ECONOMY
Create new policies and international agreements to 

help the United States lead AAM development and 

generate global business opportunities, including 

efforts to ensure regulations and standards are ready 

to expand AAM’s economic reach worldwide.

The Focus 
Areas of the 
AAM National 
Strategy 

AIRSPACE MODERNIZATION
Safely accommodate air traffic growth through 

technology, data sharing, and collaboration. 
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ADVANCED INFRASTRUCTURE
Plan the strategic placement and use of utilities, 

buildings, radio spectrum, and technologies 

that support new aircraft, increased traffic, 

automation, and advanced weather detection.

ADAPTIVE SECURITY
Protect the safety and security of everyone and 

everything in AAM—from passengers to flight 

information—through solutions for operators, 

supply chains, and data centers.

COMMUNITY PLANNING  
AND ENGAGEMENT
Support communities with resources 

for smart permitting, planning, and 

preparation for AAM. 

APPLIED AUTOMATION
Develop and test smart, automated 

systems to make AAM safer and efficient.

The AAM National Strategy 

and Comprehensive Plan 

are structured around 

seven focus areas—like the 

blades of a powerful rotor—

working together to guide 

AAM development and 

make this transformative 

vision a reality for everyone. 

7
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The Many 
Missions 
of AAM

Cargo Operations

Emergency Response

Travel Over Difficult Terrain
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Air Taxi

Access to National Airports

Skilled Aviation Workforce

Military Transportation

Regional Air Mobility

AAM has the potential to reshape 
how we live, work, and connect. Its 
mission includes enhancing rural and 
urban transportation, strengthening 
cargo operations, and advancing both 
medical and military transportation. 
With the integration of automated 
capabilities, AAM should improve 
safety and efficiency and inspire 
the next generation of aviators.

Capable and Connected
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AAM will LIFT American aviation by:

“LIFT” is the action plan outlined in the Comprehensive Plan, built on the National Strategy’s pillars. It translates 
the Strategy’s recommendations into purposeful, incremental steps supported by research, interagency 
collaboration, and policy development. These efforts are organized into four action phases that will guide 
AAM from initial operations to full deployment over the next decade. The ultimate goal is to deliver safe, secure, 
efficient, and connected transportation options for all Americans.

Implementation Through LIFT

	� Keeping America as the world leader in aviation.

	� Introducing innovative aircraft to move people and cargo.

	� Developing quieter and more affordable flight options.

	� Building and adapting smart, accessible infrastructure. 

	� Enabling regional air service and connecting urban, rural, 
and suburban communities across the country. 
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The future of aviation is taking flight. In the years ahead, 
AAM may redefine how people fly and how communities 
connect, ushering in a new era of possibilities. Guided by 
key recommendations, the U.S. Government will advance 
initiatives that promote accessibility, affordability, and aviation 
autonomy. This next chapter in aviation capability is coming to 
the skies—and the AAM National Strategy and Comprehensive 
Plan offer a closer look at how it will unfold. 

Visit AAM’s new website to see all the latest developments:  

www.transportation.gov/aam

www.transportation.gov/aam-strategy www.transportation.gov/aam-plan

Ready for 
Take Off

READ THE NATIONAL STRATEGY READ THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN


