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WELCOME 

Welcome to the 17th Annual Outstanding Student of the Year Awards ceremony, sponsored 

by the U.S. Depanmem of Transportation. 

Each year al the annual winte1- meeting of the Transportation Research Board, the 

Department honors the most ouL�landing student from each participating University 

Transpona1ion Center for his/her achievemenls and promise for future conu;butions LO 

Lhe transportation (icld. Students of the Year are selected based on thei1- accomplishments 

in such areas as technical meiit and research, academic perforn,ance, professionalism, and 

leadership. 

The Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RJTA) administers the 

University Transportation Centers program, 11�th funding from the Federal Highway 

Admi11isu.1tion and Lhe Federal Transit Administration. This year, continuing the uadition 

of One DOT, the Department 11�ll also honor a studem from the Air Transportation 

Cente1-s of Excellence, sponsored by the Federal Aviation Adminisu·ation. 
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University Transportation Centers Program 

Devclopn1en1s in Lra11sponatio11 1cchnology ovn the decades have caust·tl the world LO expand, 

1101 in dimension but in terms of accessibili1y. Transpona1io11 has alwavs plared a major role in 

sociery. The degree of efficiency i11 getting people or good� from one poim lo another play� a 

pivotal role i11 deter111i11i11g the health of an cco11omy and in the general wcll-bei11g of'a natio11. 

Recogni1i11g the need to cncournge cfficicn1 movement in all transpor 1a1ion sector� of the 

country, 1he U.S. Drparu11e111 ofTransponation es1ahli�hcd the Univen,il)' Transpo1 talion 

Ce11tcrs (UTC) Program in 1987 (Ti1le 49, U.S. Code Appendix 1607 c) 10 establish and 

operntc IO transportation centers, one for each of the feclcr..11 regions. Si11ce 1ha1 1i111c, the UT<: 

Program has expanded to incl uric GO cemers with a $69. 7 million annual budge 1, as authorized 

b)' the Safe, Accouniable, Flexible, Efficiem 1'r.t11spona1ion Equity Ac1: A LcgaC)' for Users 

(SAFETE.A-LU). 

The mission of the UTCs is to advance U.S. technolob'Y and expertise in 1ranspona1ion through 

etluca1io11, research, ;md technology trn11sfer. or 1he 60 UTCs, 52 arc requirer! to match fedcr,11 

funds dollar for dollar. 

The UTC Program is managed by lhe Research and Innovative Technology Administration, 

U.S. Dcpartmem ofTransport.a1ion. 
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Federal Aviation Administration 

Air Transportation Centers of Excellence 

Under 1.he au1.hori1.y prnvided in Public Law 101-508, 1.hc Federal A\�a1ion Administration 

(FAA) establishes geographically equitable, multiyear, cos1-shai-ing partnerships with 

academia, industry, government, and Air Transporiation Centers of Excellence (CO Es). 

These centers focus on critical aviation-related 1.opics while maximizing federal resources. 

Supporting FAA and meeting the requirement� of the aviation community, Air Transpor1a­

tio11 COEs perform basic research 1.hrough engineering development and prototyping, 

education, and u-aining. 

The purpose of 1.hese competitive partnerships is to forge nationwide unions with the 

public sector (FAA, ai1-port au1.hori1ies, state/local governments, etc.), priva1.e sector 

(airlines, manufacturers, etc.), and academic institu1.ions. Through COEs, the FAA defines 

a stralegic research agenda and sets goals 1.ha1. facilital.e coordinated research activities, 

fosters a collaborative national dialogue, and avoids duplication of effort. The FAA deliber­

ately s1rives lO create world-class consortia focused on identifying innovative solutions for 

existing and anticipated aviation problems, and enhances the nation's knowledge base 

while educating and u-aining a pool of scientists for the next general.ion. 

Since I 992, the FAA has established eight COE parrnerships with more than 70 universities 

throughou1. the U.S. and has supported over 550 research projects and 1,000 studems. 

Important research outcomes a1T documented in over 2,000 publications, reports, and 

doctoral theses. FAA CO Es now re0ect a $300 million level of effort, funded through 

matching funds provided by academia, indusu-y, federal grnms, and conu-acts. 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Amanda Gale Adams 

University of Oklahoma 

Mesgana Ayele 

Morgan State University 

Gregory A. Barding, Jr. 

California State University, San Bernardino 

Timothy J. Bates 

Michigan Technical University 

Natalie Beck 

North Dakota State University 

Shane D. Boone 

Utah State University 

Andrew F. Braham 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

Brandi Childress 

San Jose State University 

Samir Dhar 

University of Toledo 

Monique Ellis 

University of Southern Florida 

Oren Eshel 

Portland State University 

Sean P. Fergus 

California State University, Long Beach 

EricJ. Fitzsimmons 

Iowa State University of Science and Technology 

Megan Brett Gaudet 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Mason Gemar 

The Pennsylvania State University 

Nikolas Geroliminis 

University of California, Berkeley 

1 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outsta11di11g Students of the Year 

John Gregory Green 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Karen Greenwalt 

Cleveland State University 

Genesis Harrod 

University of Florida 

David J. Holdener 

Missouri University of Science and Technology 

William A. Holloway 

University of Wisconsin 

Eric Jackson 

University of Connecticut 

Mary A. Leary 

George Mason University 

Xiugang Li 

Texas A&M University 

Guillermo Madrigal 

University of Idaho 

Darren N. Moore 

University of Akron 

Kevin D. Moriarty 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Jennifer A. Pazour 

University of Arkansas 

LaTonya Peeples 

South Carolina State University 

Kelly Pitera 

University of Washington 

Michael Rakauskas 

University of Minnesota 

Benjamin Reim 

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outs/anding Students of the Yt"ar 

William Rhodes 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Craig Schiller 

University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

Christopher C. Schroeder 

University of Detroit-Mercy 

Jeffrey Sharkey 

Montana State University 

Benjamin Layman Shepherd 

University of Utah 

Amy E. Thompson 

University of Rhode Island 

Nathan Tregger 

Northwestern University 

Elaine Wang 

University of Vermont 

Kyle Warta 

Kansas State University 

Stephanie Victoria Watson 

University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Jonathan Weinert 

University of California, Davis 

Sarah Weissman 

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Jennifer Mae Wieland 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Meghan Wieters 

Texas A&M University 

l
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Amanda Gale Adams 
University of Oklahoma 

Oklahoma Transportation Center 

A lifelong resident of Oklahoma City, Amanda Gale Adams is a master·� degree candidate 

in geotcchnical engineering at I he University of Oklahoma. She !,'ladu:11cd cum laude in 

May 2007 with a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering. 

Amanda started working as an honors research ;L�sistalll with Or. Amy Cerato i11 2006 and is 

currently a graduate re carch al>�istanl. She is the first author of a paper that \\
>

;IS accepted 

for publication and presentation at the annual CeoCongress conference in March 2008 in 

New Orleans. 

Amanda was selected for this award because of her important conuibutions to the u.ins­

ponation conununity through her work on the elfects of natural sulfate content in soib 

d111ing lime stabilization. The Oklahoma Transponation Center is pleased to select 

Amanda Gale Adams as its 2007 OuL�tanding Studem of the Year. 
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Mesgana Ayele 
Morgan State University 

National Transportation Center 

Mesgana Ayele is a Master of Science degree canrlirlate in t.he Depanment of Transporta­

tion and Urban lnfrastn1cturc Studies, with a focus on traffic engineering, at l\1lorgan State 

University. He is currently employed as a transportation engineer at t.he Maryland Trans­

portation Authorit)' (MdTA) in Baltimore. The MdTA is responsible for 10II bridges, 

111nnels, and roads. Mesgana also has interned at 1.he Maryland State Highway 

Administration. 

Mesgana received his p,;mary education in Adrlis Ababa, Ethiopia. I le earned his bache­

lor's degree in mechanical engineering from Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania, 

in 2004. 

Mesgana is a recipient of an Eisenhower Graduate Fellowship and is actively researching 

implementation metJ1ods ofVchide-lnfrasu·ucLUre Integration Systems (VII). 

The National TransponaLion Center is pleased 10 select Mcsgana Ayele as its 2007 

Outstanding Student of tJie Year. 
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Gregory A. Barding, Jr. 
California State University, San Bernardino 

Leonard University Transportation Center 

at California State University 

Gregory A. Barding.Jr., is a �cnior-year chcmisLry m;\jor who is working on two �cparate 

projcns in t.ran�ponaLion re earch for the Chemistry and Physic� Departments at Califor­

nia State Unin:�ity, San Bemardino. The first project is a study of the long-term siability of 

the polyelenroly1c membrane (Nafion®) that exists in most common fuel cells. The second 

project focuses on 1he catalyst material within Lhe fuel cells that facilitates Lite conversion of 

hydrogen and OX)'gcn imo electricity and water. Gregory has taken ownership of his re­

search and is pC'rfom1ing admirably. He is an honors stude111 who has made the dean's list 

repeatedly. 

Gregory was chosen for· this award due LO his research accomplishrnent.� and his high aca­

demic pcrform;rncc. The Leonard University Transportation Center at California State 

University is pleased to select Gregory A. liarding,Jr .. as iLS 2007 Outstanding Student of 

t.he Year.
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Timothy J. Bates 
Michigan Technical University 

Center for Materials in Sustainable Transportation 

Infrastructure (MiSTI) 

Timothy.J. Ba1e� is a Master of Science degree candidate in civil enginee1ing at i\lichibran 

Technical Uni\'<:rsity. I le is representing 1he University Tra11spona1io11 Cen1er (UTC) for 

Matciials in Su�tainablc Transportation l11frastrunure (l\liSTI). In 2007. he participa1ed in 

MiSTl's firs, UTC Summer Scholars program, designed to n1t·11tor undergraduates and new 

graduate studc:111s toward graduate research assistantships while funhciing new research. 

Timothy's transportation expertise is i11 the area of 1he efTcc1s of po1assium ace1ate dcircr 

on airport surfaces built with Ponland ccmem co11cre1e. He presented at the first lmcrna­

tional RAC07 conference in Washington, DC. His paper, "Compa1ison of Field and 

L'lbor.nory Concretes Exposed 10 Potassium Ace1ate Runway Deicer," was published in the 

conference proceedings, Recent t\duanrl's i11 Co11m•IP Tec/1110/ogJ. in September 2007. His data 

will be used 10 develop alkali profiles in concrete pavemen1s to detcn11i11e failure mecha­

nisms and will also form the basis for his thesis. Timothy expects to present hb lindings at a 

future Portland Cc111e111 Association conference. 

In addition to his scholarly activities, Timothy ser\'cd as direnor of 1hc 2007, orth Cc111ral 

Conference Concrete Canoe Competition. I le has held leadership positions in the �lichi­

gan Tech ASCE S1udcnt Chapter and the Pavement Design. Consm1ction, and MaLerials 

Entc1-prise prob'l<lm. 

Timothy plans to complete his graduate program in t'-Ia)' 2008 and 10 pursue a carec1· in 

su·uctural engiueering with an emphasis 011 materials. 

The Center for Matedals in Sus1ainable Transporllt1ion Infrasm1cture is pleased 

to select Timothy J. Ba1es as its 2007 Outstanding Sllldent of the Year. 

l
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Natalie Beck 

North Dakota State University 

Small Urban and Rural Transit Center 

Natalie Beck is a 111a�1er's dq,•-ree candicla1e in emergency management a1, onh OakOla 

S1a1e U11iversit)' (NDSU). She· previously earned a bachelor's degree in business administra• 

tion from NOSU. I lcr master's thesis is cntitkd "Evacuation Simulation: Utilizing 

Evacuation Behavior :-.todels \\�th Traffic Simulation LO :-.Ion: Effectively Simulate an E\-acu­

ation." 

Current!)', , atalic i employed by the Small Urban and Rural Transit Cen1er as a grnd11a1e 

research assistant. 1 ler area of i111erest is the role of transportation in e111erge11cy opern­

tions. AL the Cent<:r, she has worked 011 an arrar of projects, including research examining 

1he pla1111ing diITerences between rural and urban communi1ies with 1·eW1rd LO 1he role of 

public transporu1tion in emergency opcrn1ions. She has also become the student cxpen on 

the use of geographic information sys1em {GIS} soft\,0are. 

Natalie was selected for this award on 1hc basis of her excellclll comnn111ications skills and 

he1· other academic contributions. The Small Urban and Rurnl Transit Ccmer is pleased 10 

select Natalie Beck as its 2007 Oul.Slanding Srude111 of the Year. 
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Shane D. Boone 
Utah State University 

utah Transportation Center 

Shane D. Boone is pursuing a PhD in civil engineering at Utah State University. I Jc, is also 

employed by the Department of Enc,-gy in Oak Ridge, Te11ncssec. 

Shane perfonncd his undergraduate work a11d obtained his Master of Science dcb'l"ee in 

civil engineering al the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. His mas1cr's thesis focused on 

the dynamic testing of a mass concrete fill. During this period, Shane met Dr. James A. Ba)', 

whose research on stress-wave propagation and seismic testing of soils led him to enroll in 

the doctoral program. Shane is s111dying under Dr. Bay's direct.ion ;is well as that of Dr. Paul 

Barr, Dr. Marvin W. I I ailing, Dr. Kevin C. Womack, and Dr. Thomas 11. Fronk. 

Shane helped to develop a combined stress-wave propagation method that inco1·porates 

several testing and analysis techniques lO rletcrmine stiffness profiles and detect voids in 

ninncl linings and other concrete sLrUctures. He is currenLI)' appl}'ing these Lechni<Jues lO 

obtain nondeslrnctive stress and strain measurements of several self-consolidating pre­

stressed concrete bridge girders . He also developed an excitation device to detect damage 

in C)'clicall)' loaded concrete specimens. The ultimate goal of Shane's research is to develop 

insu·umentation that col1ld be embedded in concrete strucnires in order lo obtain continu­

ous stress-wave readings for assessing instantaneous material properties. This could lead to 

applications ranging from simple structun.11 assessments to the development of "smart" 

SlrllClllres .  

After he  completes his PhD progn.m1, Shane will return to  Oak Ridge to  continue his re­

search and to work as a lead structural engineer. 

The Utah Transportation Center is pleased to select Shane D .  Boone as its 2007 Outstand­

ing Student of the Year. 
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Andrew F. Braham 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

FAA Center of Excellence for Airport Technology 

/\J1drew F. Braham is a l'hD candidate in civil engineering at the University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign, where he is studying the behavior of asphalt co11c1-etc for use in 

airport pavement rehabilitation under the direction of P.-ofessor William G. 1311ular. His re­

search involve� identifring and .-.ummarizing the most recent Muciies ancl technologies 

related to 1-cllcctive cracking 111echanis111s and 111echanics-basccl modeling of paveme11t 

overl;:t)' S)'Stems. as well as conducting mixed-mode fracture tests on a.-.phalt concrete mate­

tials. A11drew·s work has conu·ihuted to the Federal Aviation Adminismuion's Centers of 

Excellence project "Development of Nc·w Methodologies for 1\lcchanistic Design of Asphalt 

Overlays." 

A11drew graduated from the Universi1y of Wisconsin with Bachelor's and Master's of 

Science degrees in civil engineering in 2000 and 2002, respectively. His master's thesis was 

en ti Lied "The Use of 131ended Recycled Found ry Sand in 1-lot l\lix Asphalt.� 

I le was assistant director of L11e 2007 Transportation and Highway Engineeting Confer­

ence, and he founded 1he new Illinois Asphalt Paving Association (IAPA) hot-mix asphalt 

studem design compctition. He is also very ac1ive in the University of Illinois Leadership 

Ccmer. I le has received numerous honors, including the Ernest L. Docter Memorial Schol­

arship (from Lhe IAPA) in both 2006 and 2007, Lhe 2006 Walter K. PaJT I at.ional 

Association of Asphalt Paving TechnologisLS Scholarship, and a gradua1e fellowship i11 engi­

neeting from the University of Illinois.

Andrew was chosen for the UTC award because of his ouLStancling scholarship, his strong 

leadership skills, and his profcssional achievcmenLS . The FAA Center of Excellence for 

Airport Technology is pleased to select /\J1drew F. Braham as its 2007 Outstanding Student 

of the Year. 
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Brandi Childress 
San Jose State University 

The Mineta Transportation Institute 

Brandi Childress is currently enrolled in the Master of Science in Transpon:uion Manage­

ment progra111, sponson:d by the Mineta Transportation lnst.itute, at Sanjose State 

University. 

In 2001, she was hired as a public communication specialist for the Santa Clara Valle)' 

Transportation Authority in San .Jose. She was ,·ecently promoted lO community outreach 

supervisor. Brandi has managed the community outreach effort 011 some of the biggest 

highway interchange projeclS in Santa Clara County. including the $125 million Route 

85/U.S. IOI Nortl1 Interchange project in f\loumain View and the Interstate 880/Colcman 

Avenue Interchange project in Sanjose. She has also been a kc)' team member in com111u-

11ity outreach efiort.s being undertaken on the $4.7 billion BART to Silicon Valley project. 

111 1996, she helped to successfully communicate a $I .6 billion sales-tax initiative to co111-

111u11ity leaders and voters in Santa Clara County. 

Brandi was selected for tl1is award because of hct· professional and academic achic\'cmellls 

and her dctem1inat.ion to excel in the field of public transportation. 1l1e !'llineta Trans­

pon.ation Institute is pleased to select Brandi Childress as its 2007 Outstanding Student of 

the Year. 
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Samir Dhar 
University of Toledo 

University Transportation Center at the University of Toledo 

Samir Dhar was born in t\lumbai, India. I le has an MBA in information teclmoloizy (IT) 

and a Bachelor of Science degree in chemisu-y and biochemisu-y (minor concentration, 

dyes and drugs). Samii· augmented his skill set by al�o working toward a master·� degree in 

transponation planning/geographic i11fom1ation �)-stems (GIS) in the Department of 

Geography and Planning. 

System� that Samir has developed and/or managed include the GIS Darn-Viewer for the 

Upper Midwest Freight Con;dor Study; the Great Lakes Maritime Information Delivery 

System for the Great Lakes l\laritime Research Institute: 1..hc GIS of all pons and docks in 

the Grcnt Lakes region for the U.S. Anny Corps of Enginec1 ; 1..he GIS for the City of 

Toledo, Ohio; EMS routing between emergency centers and tr:lllma centers; a detailed re­

gional database of international air freight import/export volumes from the United States 

to Europe, Asia, and South America; and location analysis for site selection for retail omlets 

and fire stations. 

Samir was selected for this award because of the integral role that he played in tJ1e success­

ful complecion of the Corridor Study and the combination of IT and academic rigor 1..hat 

he brings to his research. The University Transportation Center at ilie University of Toledo 

is pleased to select Samir Dhnr as its 2007 Outstanding Student of tJ1e Vear. 
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Monique Ellis 
University of South Florida 

National Center for Transit Research at CUTR 

Monique Ellis i� pursuing bo1.h a mas1.er's degree in civil engineering and a g1-:-1dua1e ccnifi­

catc in i111.erdisciplinary transpor1a1.ion s111dies, which comprises courses in t.ranspor1a1.ion 

engineering, p11blic ad111inisu-a1.io11, and economics, at 1.hc Uni\'ersity of South Flo,;da 

(USF). She is also a graduate research assistant at the National Center for Tran�iL Research 

(NCTR) at USF's Center for Urban Transponation Research (C UTR). 

Monique has assisted with an NCTR-funded project entitled �Incorporating Tr.msit and 

Other Multimodal Strategies into the Florida Department ofTranspona1.ion Development 

of Regional Impact. Review Process.� Her responsibilities invoh·ed pcrfonning li1.erawre 

summaries, doc11me111ing relevant performance measures, and researching potential inter­

view q11estions. She has also assi ted "�th other public transportation projects, providing 

research suppon for assessing financial or in-kind conmbutions from land de,·elopers and 

documenting improved mobility techniques for sL,He roadway facilities. 

Prior LO at.tending USF, Moniq11e received her bachelor's degree in electrical engineering 

from 1.he Rochester Institute of
l

echnology. 

Monique is secret.ary of USF's st11de111. chapt.er of the Instil.Ille of Transportation Engineers. 

She received the American Public Transportation Association's Louis T Klauder Scholar­

ship Award as well as a Soutl1eas1em Transportation Cemer S1.udent Fellowship. 

Monique was selected for this award on the basis of her exceptional academic perfonn­

ance, her contributions to a variety of research projects, and the consistency of her 

professional aspirations with 1.he theme of NCTR. T he Na1.ional Center for Transit Re­

search at the Center for Urban Transportation Research is pleased to select Monique Ellis 

as its 2007 Outst.anding S1.uden1 of the Year. 

l
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Oren Eshel 

Portland State University 

Oregon Transportation Research and Education Consortium 

Oren tshcl is a master's degree candidale in urban and regional planning al Ponland State 

University (PSU) in Oregon. I le is also an illlern in 1..he City of Portland's Transportation 

Planning section. 

After receiving a Bachelor of Ans degree in geography from the University of California at 

Berkeley, Oren managed tl1e systems e11ginee1i11g group al. San Francisco Jmcmational 

Airport, where he worked on information technology planning in suppon of ai1-port infra­

suuct.ure projects. He embarke<l on his graduate stu<lies to foctL� on public transit, equi1.y 

in the provision of transit services, and regional planning. It was his interest in the last of 

these areas that drew him to Portland. 

At PSU, Oren is a research assistalll in the J111elligelll Transportation Systems LaboraLOJ)', 

where he is working on a project to evaluate an adaptive ramp-mete1ing syslem in tl1e Pon­

land region. He is president of the PSU u-ansponation student group and Institute of 

Transportation Engineers chapter. He coordinated tl1e fall 2007 Transportation Northwest 

District 10 Student Conference, which was auen<led by more tl1an 70 studenL� from across 

tlie region. 

Oren was nominated for this award not only because he excels at research and in the class­

room but because he has made a significant mark on the multidisciplinary transportation 

program al PSU. The Oregon Transponation Research and Education Consortium is 

plea5ed to select Oren Eshcl as its 2007 Oulstanding Studem of the Year. 
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Sean P. Fergus 
California State University, Long Beach 

National Center for Metropolitan 

Transportation Research (METRANS) 

Sean P. Fergus is a Master of Arts degree ca _ndidate in economics al California State Univer­

sity, Long Beach. He received his Bachelor of Ans degree in economics from the University 

of California, San Diego. After completing his master's degree, Sean intends to pursue a 

doctoral degree in economics. 

Sean's primary research interests are u-anspona1ion and international trade, and he has 

worked as a research assistant for numerous professors in both areas. In particular, he as­

sisted in research on u-amc mitigation fees and congestion p1;cing at the San Pedro Bay 

Ports. He is currenLly involved in a year-long research project focusing on L11e economic 

impact of international u-ade and transportation at L11e Port of Long Beach. 

The National Center for Meu·opolitan Transportation Research is pleased LO select Sean P. 

Fergus as its 2007 Outstanding Studem of the Year. 
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Eric J. Fitzsimmons 

Iowa State University of Science and Technology 

Center for Transportation Research and Education (CTRE) 

Eric.). Fitzsimmons is pursuing his PhD in u·ansponaLion cn1,>ineering at Iowa State Univer­

siry (ISU) and is a research assistant at the Center for Transponarion Research and 

Education (CTR.£). He received a master's degree in transportation engineering from ISU 

in 2007. He also holds a bachelor's degree in civil engineering from ISU. 

Eric's recem research, under the guidance of Dr. Shauna Hallmark, has focused on multi­

ple areas of m1ffic safety. He has evaluated the effeniveness of tramc-calming devices along 

major routes in rural Iowa and in work zones as well as that of the state's tJ1ree automated 

red-light-running enforcemenL programs. He has also performed speed studies for re­

search projects al CTR£. 

E1ic has presented his research findings at the Midwest Transportation Consortium (MTC) 

Scholars Conference, the Mid-Continent Research Symposium, and the Missouri Valley 

Secrfon of the lnstitULe of Transportation Engineers. His paper on tl1e effectiveness of auto­

mated red-light-running enforcement won the MTC's fall student-paper competition. At 

ISU, he has been a guest lecturer for civil enginee1ing classes and is involved in the Trans­

portation Student Association. 

Eric was selected for tl1is award on the basis of his academic and research achievements 

and his participation in student acLivities related to u·ansportation. The Center for Trans­

ponation Resea1·ch and Education is pleased to select Ericj. Fi11.simmons as its 2007 

OulSlanding Student of the Year. 
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Megan Brett Gaudet 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

New England University Transportation Center (Region I) 

Megan Breu Caudel is pursuingjoinl masler's degrees in u·ansponation and operations rc­

sea1-ch at lhe Massachuselts lnstiLUte of Technology (MIT). Megan received a Bachelor of 

Science degree in aerospace engineering from MIT in 2004. Prior to rcLUrning to MIT, she 

worked as a managemcnl consultanl al Mc Kinsey and Company, serving a variety of aero­

space and transportation clients. 

While at MIT, Megan's main research activities have been in the areas of air u·ansponation 

and airport infraslructure. Her primary research focuses on air navigation user fees. In 

concert with the FAA and the North Atlantic Economic Finance Group, she is explo1;ng 

the hannonization of fee struclures in the North Atlantic airspace. She has also conducted 

research on airline revenue managemenl for a consonium of airlines and perforn1ed a 

study of aviation infrastrncture costs in the United States. 

In addition to her academic pursuils, Megan compeles in lriaL11lons, plays soccer, and 

enjoys traveling. She has also served as president of tl1e MIT chaple1-s of both tl1e Society of 

Women Engineers and the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. 

Megan was selected for this award on t11e basis of the depth and breadt11 of her research ac­

tivities, her leade1-ship potential, and her professional expe1;ence. The New England 

University Transportation Cente1· is pleased to select Megan Brett Gaudet as its 2007 Out­

standing Student of tl1e Year. 

l
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Mason Gemar 
The Pennsylvania State University 

Mid-Atlantic Universities Transportation Center (Region 3) 

Mason Cemar earned his master's and bachelor's degrees in civil engineering from Penn 

State's Pennsylvania Transportation Institute and Iowa State University, respectively, in 2007 

and 2003. He is cunen1ly employer! by 1-JOR Engineering Inc. in Austin, Texas. 

At Penn State, Mason was the lead student Oil a Pennsylvania Depanmem ofTr.mspona­

tion/Mid-AtlanLic UTC research project to eval1 1a1e the operational elTecLs of "�de edge 

lines applied Lo horizomal curves on two-lane rural highways. He was insu·umental in esti­

mating nega1ive binomial regression models of crash occurTence and developing crash 

seveiity distributions at inLerchange locations in Minnesota for a National Cooperative 

Highway Research Program project. He was also tl1c lecture series chair·person on tl1e Engi­

nee,·ing Graduate Sturlent Council and served Oil the College of Engineering research 

symposium committee, organizing several sessions for the graduate studenL research 

showcase. 

Prior to emering graduate school, Mason was employed by 1--lNTB, an engineering, archi­

tecture, and planning firm in Ovedand Park, Kansas. As an undergraduate student, Mason 

was a laboratory assistant at the Cemer for· Transportation Research and Erlucation, where 

he conducted research for the Iowa Pavemenl lvlanagement Program and aided in studies 

for the Iowa Traffic Safety Data Service. 

Mason was selected for this award 011 tl1e basis of his superb academic and technical accom­

plishments and his significalll professional and leadership skills. The Micl-Atlamic 

Universities Transportation Center is pleased Lo select Mason Cemar as its 2007 Outstand­

ing Student of the Year. 
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Nikolas Geroliminis 
University of California, Berkeley 

University of California Transportation Center (Region 9) 

Nikolas Geroliminis i a PhD candidate in the Uni,•e�ity of California, Berkeley, 1.ran pona­

t.ion engineering program. His dissertat.ion (under 1.hc guidanct of Dr. Carlos Daganzo) 

focuses on the managtmem of u-affic in urban center�. An expen in transportation 

science, traffic theory, and traffic conu·ol, Nikolas has already published a number of 

journal articles and working papers. His work is funded by the Volvo Center of Excellence 

on Fmure Urban Transport and by a UCTC project. An enL11usiastic teacher. Nikolas has ac­

cepted an assist.ult professorship at 1.he University of Minnesota, which ,,�II begin in 

January 2008. 

The University of California Transportation Center is pleased to select 1 ikolas Geroliminis 

as its 2007 Out.standing Student of the Year. 
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John Gregory Green 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Transportation Research Center 

John Gregory Green is a PhD candidate in transportaLion at the University of Nevada, Las 

Vegas (UNLV). He ha.� a Bachelor of Science and a Master of Science deb•Tee in civil engi­

neering from Northwestern University and Purdue University, respecLively. He also has a11 

MBA from Millsaps College in Jackson, 1vlississippi. Before joining UNLV,John worked as a 

field enginee1- for the Canadian National/Illi11ois Central Railroad in Jackson. 

At UNLV,John has been very active in the l11slit1Hc of Transportation Engineers ([TE), 

serving as president of the studem chapter in 2002-2003. His academic accomplishmenL� 

include technical paper presentations at the 2007 ITE District 6 Annual Meeting in Port­

land, Oregon; the 2007 ITE Intern1oumain Section 47t11 Annual Meeting in Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming; and the 2002 Fall Transportation Conference in Las Vegas, where he was a 

cowinner of t11e Best Student Paper Award. In 2003, he won the American Society of Ci\�l 

Engineers jack E. Leisch Memorial National Graduate Fellowship. 

John is a professional engineer (PE) in the states of Nevada, Illinois, and Arizona, and a 

membe1- of the academic honor societies Tau Beta Pi and Phi Kappa Phi. 

John was nominated for this award on the basis of his academic achievemems. The Tr,111s­

pona1fon Research Ceme1- is pleased to select john Grego1)' Green as its 2007 Outstanding 

Student of the Year. 
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Karen Greenwalt 
Cleveland State University 

University Transportation Center for Work Zone 

Safety and Efficiency 

Karen Greenwalt recently completed her graduate s111dies in the Department of l11clustrial 

and Manufacturing Engineering at Cleveland State Univcr ity. She also has a Bachelor of 

Science degree in actuarial ciences from Ohio University. 

As a graduate student, Karen investigated work-zone crash data covering a five-year �pan to 

determine facwrs contributing to the crashes. She created scenarios with 11sc of a high­

fidelity driving simulator, replicating tlie layout of the work zones. The zones were then 

programmed to comply with Ohio Department of Transportation regulations in orde1- to 

improve safety for workers and drivers. 

The University Transportation Center for Work Zone Safety and Efficiency is pleased to 

select Karen Greenwalt as it 2007 Outstanding Student of Lhe Year. 
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Genesis Harrod 
University of Florida 

Center for Multimodal Solutions for Congestion Mitigation (CMS) 

Genesis Hanod is the first studem to have been accepted into the University or Florida's 

concunent master's degree progrnm in transponation engineering and urban and re­

gional planning. Her focus is on iransportation and geographic information systems (GIS). 

She is cun-cntly a research assistant in a study of the benefits and barriers to sustainable 

transportation projects on university campuses . 

Genesis was raised in Orlando, Florida, where she auenrlcd Dr. Phillips High School. She 

was a member of the marching band and participated in the Center for International 

Studies. She began attending the University of Floiida in 2002, majoring first in physics and 

then in actua,ial science. Renecting her deep interest in pauems and logic, she graduated 

wiLl1 a bachelor's degree in maLl1emarics in 2007. 

Outside of academia, Genesis e1tjoys karate ;md aikido and has taken pan in martial ans 

seminars and competitions. She se1·vcd as president of Butokukan Karate at L11e Unive1-siry 

of Florida and as a graduate senator in the university's student government. 

The Center for tvlultimodal Solutions for Congestion Mitigation is pleased to select Genesis 

Harrod as its 2007 Outstanding Studelll of Lile Year. 
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David J. Holdener 
Missouri University of Science and Technology 

UMR-Missouri University of Science and Technology UTC 

David J. Holdene1- is a Master of Science degree candidate in civil engince1ing at the Mis­

souri University of Science and Technology (Missouri S&T). He obtained a Bachelor of 

Science degree in ci\�l engineering, graduating magna cum laude, from the University of 

Missowi-Rolla (UivfR) in 2004. 

FOi- his master's research, David has studied and made technical contributions to several 

aspects of fiber reinforced polymer (FRP) bridge applications, including field validation of 

existing bridges su·engthencd with FRP and new bridges employing FRP technologies. His 

faculty ad�ser is Dr. John J. Myers. 

As an undergraduate, Da�d was a member of the UMR chapters of the Ame1ican Society of 

Ci�l Engineers and Tau Beta Pi, the National Engineering Honor Society. He served as 

social chair of Chi Epsilon, the National Ci�l Engineering Honor Society, and as u·easurer 

of the UMR Concrete Canoe Team. As a graduate student, he has been involved with the 

UMR-Missou1i S&T PCI Big Beam Competition Team, helping it to secure a second-place 

regional finish. 

Da�d was scleCLed for this award on the basis of his outstanding academic performance, 

tJ1e technical merit of his research topic, and his ser.�ce to tJ1e University and tJ1e sur­

rounding community. The UMR-Missouri University of Science and Technology UTC is 

pleased to select Da\�dJ. Holdener as ilS 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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William A. Holloway 
University of Wisconsin 

National Center for Freight and Infrastructure 

Research and Education (CFIRE) 

William A. Holloway is a master's degree candidate in urban and regional planning, spe­

cializing in transportation aud land use with an emphasis on public finance. Afte1· 

graduation he will pursue a career focused on the interaCLion between transportation­

related infrasu·ucture and land use in urban areas. 

Since he began working for the National Center for Freight and Infrastructure Research 

and Education (CFJRE) in 2006, William has played a major role in the production of t11e 

Wisconsin Trucker '.5 G11ide, a succinct resource for stale commercial freight policies and oper­

ations; written newslcuer articles; researched (through the Mississippi Valley Freight 

Coalition) commercial truck parking and freight flows; and helped t11e Center to prepare 

fo1· and conduct several major confei-ences, including the 2007 Council of Unive1-sity Trans­

portation Centers Summer Meeting and the Mid-Cominem Transport."Ition Research 

Fon1m 2006: Making Research Pay Off. 

'..Villiam has been a member of the Swdem Bus Pass Adviso1)' Comminee and was one of 

three studem representatives on the university's Campus Transportation Commiuee, \\�Lh 

responsibility for negotiating an unlimited transit pass program to be made available LO all 

studeuts, staff, and faculty. 

The National Center for Freight and Infrastrncture Research and Education is pleased to 

select William A. Holloway as its 2007 Outstanding Student of t11e Year. 
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Eric Jackson 
University of Connecticut 

The Connecticut Transportation Institute 

Eric Jackson is a PhD candi<late at the University of Connecticut (UConn). He is curre111ly 

employed by the Connecticut Transportation Jnstitule, where he conducts research and 

community ouu·each. 

Eric has a Bachelor of Science degree and a Master of Science degree in civil engineering, 

obtained from the University ofKe111ucky and UConn in 2002 and 2005, respectively. 

Between the two progn1ms, he served a brief internship as a design enbrineer. 

Most of Eric's research has focused on collecting and modeling on-boa,·d real-world vehicle 

emissions. He has presented his work 10 the Trnnsportation Research Board (TRB) over 

the last four years and has had three papers published in the Tmnsportntion Resemd1 Recurd. 

Eric was involved in restarting the UConn chapter of the Institute ofTransponation Engi­

neers. The chapter's ambitious first project was the devclopmelll of a bicycle master plan 

for the Storrs campus. On the basis of over 2,000 surveys, it made recommendations to 

improve ridership and safety, which were accepted by the university planning commillee 

and will be incorporated into tJie campus design. 

The Connecticut Trnnsportation Institute is pleased to select Eric Jackson as its 2007 Out­

standing Student of the Year. 
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Mary A. Leary 

George Mason University 

The Center for Transportation and Economic Development 

Mary A. Leary is a PhD candidate at George Mason University's School of Public Policy, 

where her research centers on the relationship between long-terrn-care reforrn at the state 

level, especially as relater! to Medicaid cost savings, and states' efforts LO increase trans­

portation options for seniors. 

Mary has more tJ1an 20 years of experience in tJ1e public and private sectors. Her work in 

transponation policy began in January 2004 wiili a study of state- and transit-agency trans­

portation coordination from tJ1e planning and service perspectives. The research was done 

at tJ1e U.S. Adminisu.1tion on Aging as part of a George Mason University Masters certifi­

cate internship in gerontology. The findings provided a springboard for boili academic 

research and work at tJ1e federal level to improve transportation services for older adults, 

indi\�duals with disabilities, and people wit.h limited income. 

For tJ1e last three years, Mary has represented the Administration on Aging on the Federal 

Transit Administration's intcragenq• initiative United We Ride, managing a number of 

projects aimed at enhancing coordination in community transportation. She has presented 

on human sen�ces transportation issues at major conferences and has collaborated with na­

tional aging and transit organizations. 

The Center for Transportation and Economic Development is pleased to select Mary A. 

Leary as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Xiugang Li 

Texas A&M University 

The Southwest Region University Transportation Center (Region 6) 

Xiugang Li is a PhD candidare in the Zachry Department of Ci,�! Enginee1;ng at Texas 

A&lvl University and a fellow in the Transportation Scholars Program of che Southwest 

Region University Transportation Cemer (SWUTC). A registered profession;il enginen in 

the state of Louisiana, he has a Doctor of I lighway Enginee,;ng (DE) degree from South­

east University in Nanjing, China. 

Prior to coming to Texas A&M, Xiugang se1ved as an adjunct assistant professor at South­

ern University in Baton Rouge and as a postdoctoral research associate at Texas Southern 

University, a consortium member of the SWUTC. 

Xiugang's research interests arc in u,rnsit, traffic operations, air quality, and highway safety 

analysis. He has published more than 20joumal and conference proceedings papers in 

these areas. Cu1Tently, he serves as a research associate on a SWUTC project, "Perforn1ance 

Assessment and Compa1;son between Fixed and Flexible Transit Services for Different 

Urban Settings and Demand Distributions." 

He is a studem member of the Ame1ican Society of Civil Engineers and the Institute of 

Trnnsponation Engineers. 

Xiugang was chosen for this award on the basis of his dedication and his outstanding aca­

demic and research capabilities. His fut111·e career as a researcher and teacher in 

transportation \\�II extend and improve on the high quality of tl1e contributions he has 

already made LO tl1c profession. The Southwest Region University Transportation Center is 

pleased LO select Xiugang Li as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 



.31 

Guillermo Madrigal 
University of Idaho 

National Institute of Transportation Technology 

Guillermo Mad1;gal grew up in Shelley, a town of about 3,000 in southeast Idaho. The fifth 

of seven children, he is the first in his family to have auended college. After two years at 

Idaho State University, he transferred to the University of Idaho (UI), where he received a 

Bachelor of Science degree in civil enginee1;ng in 2006. He began his graduate studies 

later 1ha1 year. 

Guillenno is conducting his research under the direction of Dr. Michael Dixon, focusing 

on how cycle failure can be used as a perfom1ance measure. He has shown an exceptional 

ability to help othe1· students become familiar with research and modeling techniques. He 

has been a teaching assistant for Ul's introductory course in transportation engineering. 

During the summers of2004 and 2005, Guillermo participated in U.S. DOT's Summer 

Transportation lmernship Program for Diverse Groups, working in Boston on the Central 

Artery/Tunnel Project and in New York on the Third Avenue Bridge Project. As president 

of UI's studem chapter of the Institute of Transportation Engineers, he organized a field 

uip 10 Washington, DC, and in 2006 he organized a two-day confe1·ence for Region X 

students. 

Guille1mo was chosen for this award because of the me1;t of his research, his academic per­

fonnance, and his exceptional professionalism and leadership. The National Institute of 

Transportation Technology is pleased to select Guillermo Madrigal as its 2007 Outstanding 

Student of the Year. 
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Darren N. Moore 
University of Akron 

The Ohio Transportation Consortium 

Danen N. Moore is a master's degree candidate in civil engineering \\�lh a focus on trans­

portation safety at the University of Akron, where he previously received his bachelor's 

degree in tha1 fielrl. He also works as a contract compliance graduate assistant for the uni­

versity's chief financial officer. 

Darren has a strong backgro11nd in the ma11agemc111 and transportation fields. He has had 

internships in the Ohio Department ofTransponation and in GPD Group's Transportation 

Desi1-,'l1 Deparunent. In his first few months as a graduate su1dent, he coauL11ored two re­

search proposals, one aimed at fostering international enginee1ing relations and the other 

at increasing the safety and efficiency of law enforcement in the engineering field. He is 

curremly playing an integral role in research for the Environmemal Protection Agency, as­

sisting in its elTons to improve ai,· quality in the United States. 

He is an active member of many st11dent-learlership organizations and administrative com­

miuees L11a1 concenu,ue on campus growth in areas such as roadway and parking design, 

on p1·eparing students for a role in global commerce, and on pro1-,'l·cssive development op­

portunities for Ll1e university. 

Darren was selected for Lliis award because of his enthusiasm for transponation research, 

his forward-thinking approach 10 design, and his cominuing e!Tons to focilitate engineer­

ing-focused growth between academia and business. The Ohio Transportation Consortium 

is pleased to select Darren N. Moo1·e as its 2007 OulStanding Studem of the Year. 
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Kevin D. Moriarty 

University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

University of Massachusetts Transportation Center 

Kevin D. Mo1;any is employed by the Lransportation finn ofVana.,;se Hangcn Brustlin, Inc., 

in its Vienna, \/i1-ginia oflice. His primary responsibility has been the optimization of signal 

timings for intersection improvements throughout Fairfax County. 

Kevin was born and raised in western MassachusetL� in the town of Ware. He graduated 

from Ware High School as valedictorian of the class of 2002. He earned his Bachelor of 

Science degree in civil enginee1;ng from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in 2006, 

graduating cum laude. He then returned to the university to pursue a Mastei- of Science 

degree in civil engineering with a transportation concenmnion, receiving his degree in 

2007. Kevin will present the findings of his thesis, en tilled "Modeling t.he Impacts of 

Highway Work Zone Strategics Along Interstates in MassachusetL5 and RJ1oclc Island," at 

the 2008 1hnsportation Research Board Annual Meeting. 

The University of Massachusetts Transportation Center is pleased to select Kevin D. Mori­

arty as its 2007 Outstanding Swdent of llie Year. 
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Jennifer A. Pazour 
University of Arkansas 

Mack-Blackwell Rural Transportation Center 

.Jennifer A. Pazour is a PhD candidate in indusuial enginee1ing at Lhe University of 

Arkansas. She graduated from South Dakota School of Mines and Technology with a Bach­

elor of Science degree in indusuial engineering in 2006 . .Jennifei· plans to pursue a career 

in academia after recei\�ng lier doctoral degree. 

Jennifer's research interests arc in u·ansponation, materials handling, and healthcare logis­

Lics. The focus of hei- work at the Mack-Blackwell Rural Transponalion Cemer is on 

reducing Lhe amount of freight traffic on the current highway system through t.he deploy­

ment of a naLional high-speed rail system. She has developed a model that will help in 

detem1ining where to build high-speed rail arcs in the United States for freight distribu­

tion. Initial results indicate that a relaLively small invesunent in a high-speed network will 

lead to significant reducLions in both freight u,msit Limes and tl1e amount. of freight traffic 

on the nation's highways. She presented this research at the INFORMS National Confer­

ence in November 2007. 

Jcnnifn has dcmonsu.ned cxceptfonal research skills, strong academic ability, and acLive 

service to her field. She was selected for this award because of her overall conu·ibulion to

the academic community at the University of Arkansas. The Mack-Blackwell Rural Trans­

portation Center is pleased to select Jennifer A. Pazour as its 2007 Out.standing Student of 

the Year. 
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LaTonya Peeples 
South Carolina State University 

James E. Clyburn University Transportation Center 

LaTonya Peeples is a candidate for a Master of Science degree in i.ransportation at Sout.h 

Carolina State University's James£. Clyburn University Transportation Center. Her thesis is 

en Li tied �A Comparat.ive Study on High Fatality Rates on Rural Two-Lane Highways in the 

States of South Carolina vs. Georgia." She will receive her degree in May 2008 and will then 

pu1-s11e a career in city i.ransponation systems planning. 

LaTonya earned her bachelor's degree in computer science from SoutJ 1 Carolina State Uni­

versity in 2004, graduating cum laude. Du1;ng the course of her studies, she received the 

President.ial Bronze l'vlcdallion Honor Award and a State ofSoutJ 1 Carolina Life Scholar­

ship, and was on both the dean's !isl and the honor roll. 

She completed an internship as an info1-mat.ion technology assistant at tJ1e U.S. Depan­

menL of Agriculture in At.hens, Georgia. While tl1ere, she assisted management and staff in 

developing website projects, designing the website homepage, and anal)'Zing t.he database. 

La Tonya was selected for t.his award because of her outstanding academic achievements 

and her cont.inued research in transportation. T he James E. Clyburn University Transporta­

tion Center is pleased to select La Tonya Peeples as its 2007 Outstanding Student of tl1e 

Year. 
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Kelly Pitera 
University of Washington 

Transportation Northwest (Region l 0) 

Kelly Pitera is a graduate student at the University of Washington, where she is completing 

a Master of Science degree in civil engineering with a cenificale in global trade, transpona­

Lion, and logistics. Her research interests include freight mobility and logistics. Currently, 

she is exploring relationships between supply-chain structure and 1ranspon,11ion resiliency. 

Kelly received a Bachelor of Science degree in ci,�l cnginee1ing from Villanova University. 

Upon graduation, she was employed by Berger/ ABAM Engineers. a su·uc1ural and civil en­

gineering consulting finn in Seattle. There, she was responsible for b1idge and roadway 

design for numerous transportation and public works projects. She obtained her profes­

sional engineering license in 2005. 

She auended the 2007 Eno Leade1·ship Developmem Conference. She served as p1-csident 

of L11e University of Washington student chapter of the lnsti1u1e of Transportation Engi­

neers and is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers studelll chapter. 

Kelly's future goals include teaching and pursuing a PhD degree at L11e University of Wash­

ington. Transportation Nortl11vest is pleased to select Kelly Pitera as its 2007 OulSlancling 

Student oft.he Year. 
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Michael Rakauskas 
University of Minnesota 

The National Center for ITS Implementation Research 

Michael Rakauskas is a PhD candidate in cognit.ive and biological psychology at the Univer­

sity of Minnesota. His current research focuses on the design, management, and analysis of 

research init.iat.ives from botJ1 test tracks and simulated environments. Recently, he was in­

volved in tlie design and implementation of a driving simulator study that examined the 

effects of use,·s' interact.ions with the 51 I public traveler information system. The goal of 

tl1e research was to explore alternative menu structures that may improve these interac­

tions, potentially reducing search times and increasing driving safety. Michael's adviser has 

noted tJ1at "his hard work has made some of our more difficult challenges appear su-aight­

forward." 

Michael received his Master of Science degree in applied psychology from Clemson Univer­

sity and his Bachelor of Ans degree in psychology from Miami University. 

Michael was selected for tJ1is award on tl1e basis of his academic excellence, his active in­

volvement in numerous professional organizations related to transportation, and his 

various publications. The National Center for ITS Implementation Research is pleased to 

select Michael Rakauskas as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Benjamin Reim 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

University Transportation Research Center (Region 2) 

Benjamin Reim is employed by Kimley-1-lorn and A5sociates as a transponat.ion analyst and 

is also finishing an extension of his graduate research. Professor Jose Holguin-Veras' work 

on discrete choice modeling was the inspirat.ion for Benjamin's own research, involving the 

modeling of passenger-car behavior in re lat.ion LO Lime-of-day pricing. 

Be1tjamin was raised in Palmer, Massachuseus. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 

civil engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic lnst.itute (RPI) in 2005 and continued imme­

diately into a Master of Science degree program in transportation engineeiing at RPI. 

While an undergraduate, he part.icipated in two summer internships, with the Massachu­

seus Highway Department and Whiling-Turner Cont.racting Company. 

Benjamin was chosen for this awa1·d because of his commitment LO excellence and profes­

sionalism while at Rensselaer and the high quality of his u-ansponat.ion research. The 

University Tr-ansponation Research Center is pleased to select Benjamin Reim as its 2007 

Out�tanding Student of the Year. 
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William Rhodes 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Alaska University Transportation Center 

William Rhodes is a master's degree candidate in em�ronrnental enginee,ing at t.he Univer• 

sity or Alaska, Fairbanks. 

William participated in a project conducted jointly by tl,e Alaska University Transportation 

Center, the Alaska Deparui1ent ofTransponation (AlillOT) and Public Facilities, the U.S. 

Deparu11ent of Agriculture's Subarctic Agiicultural Research Unit, and the Salcha•Dclta 

Soil and Water Conservation District. A5 part of the project, he collected soil samples over 

the cou,·se ofa year from field sites in Dclt,-ijunction and Valdez that had been treated 1,�t.h 

herbicides, in an effort to determine how these chemicals applied to comrol vegetation at• 

tcnuate in subarctic environments. The results will aid AK.DOT and tl1e Alaska Railroad 

Co1-pora1ion in deciding how to use herbicides in Alaska and in identif)�ng best practices 

for application. William found the most challenging pan of tl1e project to be mastering tl1e 

logistics and organization involved in working with two remote field sites and multiple re• 

search paruiers to develop a strong, reliabk experimental metl1odology. 

William was chosen f01- t.his award on Ilic basis of his research achievements and his high 

GPA. The Alaska University Transportation Center is pleased to select William Rhodes as its 

2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Craig Schiller 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln 

The Mid-Atlantic Transportation Center (Region 7) 

Craig Schiller is a PhD candidate at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). His re­

search is focused on trnnsportation data management, particularly as it applies to 

multimodal freight movemenL� and the analysis of system perfonTiance. I-le received his 

bachelor's and master's degrees in civil engineering from 'Nashington University in St. 

Louis. He plans to pursue an academic career after graduation. 

His numerous academic awards have included an Othmer Fellowship, which is UNL's most 

prestir,rious graduate studem award. He is cuffentJy vice president of tJie UNL student 

chapter of the Institute of Transportation Eni:,rineers and has served in student leadership 

positions in Chi Epsilon and the National Society of Collegiate Scholars. 

Craig was selected for this award on the basis of his academic excellence and tJ1e leadership 

qualities that he has exhibited throughout his college career. The Mid-AtlanLic Transporta­

tion Center is pleased to select Craig Schiller as its 2007 Outstanding Sllldem of the Year. 
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Jeffrey Sharkey 
Montana State University 

Western Transportation Institute

Je!Trey Sharkey is a graduate research assistam at the Western Transportation Institute 

(\VTI) at Montana State University in Bozeman, where he is working toward his master's 

degree in computer science. He earned his bachelor's degree in tl1at field at the University 

of Minnesota, Duluth, in 2006. 

As pan of Jeffrey's master's thesis research, he is applying artificial intelligence to various 

transportation issues, such as network design problems (for Transportation Managemem 

Systems (TMS] ). His paper entitled «Radio Nen�ork Design for Rural Transportation Appli­

cations Using Artificial Intelligence" was accepted for presentation at a poster session 

during the 2008 Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting. 

An emhusiastic researcher,Jeffrey has provided valuable assistance to a number of projects 

within tl1e Systems Engineering, Development, and Integration Program at WTI. He is an 

active member of tl1e Association for Computing Machinery and Intelligent Transportation 

Society of America sLUdent professional organizations at Montana State University and has 

represented WTI at a number of conferences, including ITS Ametica and Google Devel­

oper Day. 

The Western Trnnsportation Institute is pleased to selectjeffrey Sharkey as its 2007 Out­

standing Student of the Year. 
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Benjamin Layman Shepherd 
University of Utah 

The Mountain Plains Consortium (Region 8) 

Benjamin Layman Shepherd is pursuing a master's degree in civil enbrinecring at the Uni­

ve1-sity of Utah unde1- the Army's Advanced Civil Schooling program while also conducting 

research at the Utah Department of Transportation's T1.iffic Ope1.itions Center in Salt 

Lake City. He received a Bachelor of Science degree in engineering managemenl from the 

U.S. Military Academy at West Point in 2001. 

Benjamin served with the 18th Field Artillery B1igade (Airborne) at Fon Bragg, North Car­

olina, from 2002 to 2007. His military sen�ce included deployments to Mosul and Tikrit, 

Iraq. He has been a Headquarters and Headquarters Battery Commander with responsibil­

ity for the morale, welfare, and training of a 75-person artille1-y batte1-y; a B1-igade Fire 

Control Officer; a HaLte1-y Fire Direcrion Officer; an Executive Officer; and a platoon 

leader, He has received numerous awards and decorations, including two Hmnze Star 

Medals, an Army Commendation Medal, an Army Achievemenl Medal, a Global Ward on 

Ten-orism Service Medal, an Iraqi Campaign Medal, an Army Service Ribbon, and a Na­

tional Defense Service Ribbon. 

The Mountain Plains Consortium is pleased to select Benjamin Layman Shepherd as its 

2007 OuLstanding Student of the Year. 

l
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Amy E. Thompson 
University of Rhode Island 

University Transportation Center 

Amy E. Thompson is currently pursuing a PhD in industrial manufac1u.-ing engineering al 

1.he University of Rhode Island (URJ). Amy received a master's degree in manufacturing 

engineei-ing from URJ in May 2004 and a bachelor's degree in industrial enginee1ing, grad­

uating with cum laude honors, from URJ in 2001. Her doctoral dissertation, en tit.led 

"Extensions of the Fuzzy Analytic Hierarchy Process (F-AHP) witll Applications for Global 

Supply Chain and Logistics Designs," is based on research L11at may lead to L11e develop­

ment of an inclusive decision-making metl1od incorporating new Lransportation-flexibiliL)' 

and supply-chain-relationship factors. 

Amy has worked as an inslmctor in URl's College of Engineeiing. Her areas of expertise 

include mathematical programming, analytical modeling, statistical analysis, and use of 

simulation LO design and operate complex systems and solve complex problems in decision­

making and system/policy selection. 

She received an honorary mention at 1.he ew England American Society foi- Enginee1ing 

Education Conference Poster Competition in 2007 for her presentation on 1.he design of 

an employee parking system using simulation. She was also given 1.he URJ President's 

Award for S1.udem Excellence in 2001. 

Amy has served as president. of Ll1e lnstil.ule of lndusl..-ial Enginee1-s, Rhode Island Profes­

sional Chapter 11 0. She is currently a member of tl1e Society of Manufacturing Engineers 

and Llie Sociel)' of Women Engineers . 

The University Transportation Center at the University of Rhode Island is pleased to select 

Amy E. Thompson as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Nathan Tregger 
Northwestern University 

Infrastructure Technology Institute 

NaLhan Tregger is a graduate student in the Department of Civil and Environmental Engi­

neering at Northwestern University. I le brings a cross-disciplinary approach to his research, 

incorporating techniques from civil enginee1ing, chemistry, materials science, and applied 

mathematics. 

Nathan's current research focuses on issues facing the concrete i11<lusLry from t11e funda­

mental science and applications perspectives. Traditional research on concrete has bee11 

concerned with its processing dt11ing and im111edia1ely after mixing and placement, 

whereas Nathan is concenu,iting on its hardened-state properties. He is also seeking to 

develop a basic understanding of mechanisms t11at dictate the balance between fresh con­

crete's flowability and its stability in shape. He has presented his findings at conferences on 

concrete as well as ceramics. 

Natlian has served as a teaching assistant for classes on the mechanics of materials and the 

properties of concrete. He has also supervised t11e research of undergraduate students. He 

serves on t11e Civil Engineei-ing Graduate Student board, which is responsible for organiz­

ing extracurricular activities. 

The lnfrasu,.rcture Technology Institute is pleased to select Natlian Tregger as its 2007 Out­

standing Student of t11e Year. 
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Elaine Wang 
University of Vermont 

University of Vermont National Transportation Center 

Elaine Wang is a second-year ma�ter's degree candidate in the Rubenstein School for 

Natural Resources and the Environment at the University ofVennonL (UVM). Her thesis 

cemers on decision-making and public processes related 10 energy and transportation 

policy. 

In addition LO her scholarly work, Elaine has been actively involved in climate-change issues 

related 10 transportation for several years, both on and off campus. She served as program 

director of the Vermont Alliance for Climate Action, whe1·e she led anti-idling and trans­

portation demand-management programs. She also worked witJ1 her fellow students to 

organize campus teach-in evenL� and cofounded a graduate studem group known as the 

Carbonators. At UVM UTC, she is a graduate student intern, managing a biweekly 

e-newsletter on transportation and energy issues with a focus on petroleum reduction

su.ltegies. 

Elaine was chosen for this award on 1.he basis of her careful, methodological research, 

which \\�II contribute to an understanding of how policymakers frame and shape outcomes 

in transportation energy. The University of Vermont National Transportation Center is 

pleased to select Elaine Wang as its 2007 Outstanding Student of tJ1e Year. 
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Kyle Warta 

Kansas State University 

University Transportation Center 

Kyle Warta is a Bachelor of Science degree candidaLe in civil engineering at Kansas Stale 

Universiry (I<SU). His interest in the field dates back Lo high school. when he wok imro­

ductory-level /\utoCAD classes. 

Over the course of four summer internship programs, Kyle h,L� rleveloped many skills that 

are essential LO engineering, such as time managemem, team leadership, and communica­

tion. AL KSU, he helped to establish an Institute of Transportation Engineers studem 

chapter and served as its first president. He is also a member of the Kansas State Steel 

Bridge Team and the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

As a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon, Kyle has held various positions, including chaplain, vice 

presidem of communications, and philanthropy chainmm. While sen�ng on the Mid­

Arnei;can Greek Council Association for two years, he was appointed as conference coordi­

nator and regisu-ation coordinaw1- fort.he organization's annual national conference in 

Chicago. 

Kyle plans to pursue a civil engineering career in the Kansas City area aft.er graduation. 

The University Transportation Center at Kansas St.ate University is pleased to select Kyle 

Wart.a as its 2007 Outstanding Studem of the Year. 

l
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Stephanie Victoria Watson 
University of Alabama, Birmingham 

University Transportation Center for Alabama 

Stephanie Vicw1;a Wat�on is a doctoral degree candidate in the DepartmenL of Civil, Con­

sLruction, and Environmental Engineering at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 

Her specialization is in transportation and construction management. She received her 

bachelor's and master's degrees in civil engineering from Lawrence Technological Univer­

sity in Southfield, Michigan, and the University of Nabama at Binningham, respectively. 

Stephanie's currenL research, under the direction of Dr. Wilbur Hitchcock, focuses on the 

resilience and disaster preparedness of the transportation infraslructure. 

She was nominated for this award because of her outstanding work on the Utility Trans­

r

portation Cont actors Association (UTCA) CIP education project. The University 

Transponation Cemer for Alabama is pleased LO select Stephanie Victoria Watson as its 

2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Jonathan Weinert 
University of California, Davis 

University Transportation Center 

Jonathan Weinert is a PhD candidate in Lhe Transportation Planning Program at the Uni­

versity of California, Davis (UC Davis). In his dissertation, he explores the dynamics of 

markets for elecuic two-wheeled (E2W) vehicles in China. As pan of his research, he lived 

in Shanghai for two years and learned LO speak Mandarin. 

Jonathan earned his Bachelor of Science degree in mechanical engineering from the Uni­

versity of Michigan and his Master of Science degree from UC Da\�S in 2005. For his 

master's resea1·cl1, he developed engineering and cost models of near-term hydrogen re­

fueling stations. He won the C.V. Wootan Award for Best Master's Thesis in Transportation 

Policy in 2007. 

Prior Lo entering graduate school,JonaLhan worked for two years as a Lest engineer al 

Delphi Automotive. 

vVhile at UC Davis,Jonat.han has worked with the California Fuel Cell Parlllership and the 

South Coast. Air Quality Management District. He was selected for an Eno Leadership Fel­

lowship in the university's Business Development Fellowship Program. 

Jonathan was chosen fo1· this award because of his su·ong intellectual abilities, his social 

commitment, and the unusual entJ1usiasm that he bi-ings to his work. An exceptional 

student, excellent researcher, and outstanding leader, it is expected that he will leave an in­

delible and positive mark. The University Transportation Center at UC Davis is pleased LO 

select Jonathan Weinert as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Yeai-. 

l
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Sarah Weissman 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation (CAIT) 

Sar.th Weissman is pursuing her master's degree at Rutgers University, where she has been 

a program manager at L11e Center for Advanced lnfrastnicture and Transportalion (CAlT) 

since 2006. She is imegral in overseeing technical and ouu·each acLiviLies for L11e Trans­

portaLion Safety Resource Center (TSRC), located at CAIT. TSRC is a paruiership that joins 

the efforts of L11e New Jersey Department of Transportalion (NJDOT), L11e New Jersey 

Federal Highway Administration, and CAlT wit11 tlie goal of improving highway safety 

regiom,�de. 

Sarah received her bachelor's degree in civil enginee1;ng from the School of Engineering 

at Vanderbih University in 2004. She went on to work at PB Americas in bOLh its u-affic en­

ginening and planning deparunenLS. 

Sarah was chosen for this award on L11e basis of her experlise in u-ansponation engineering 

and safety and her involvement in the American SocieLy of Civil Engineers and the Institute 

ofTransportaLion Engineers. The Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportalion 

is pleased to select Sarah Weissman as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Jennifer Mae Wieland 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Southeastern Transportation Center (Region 4) 

Jennifer Mac Wieland is a candidate for concurrent master's degrees in city and regional 

planning and public health at the University of North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel I-Iii!. Her 

academic interests center on ways that individuals use tnmsportation-specifically, public 

transportation and non motorized modes-to improve their health through increased 

access to care and opportunities for physical activity. 

At UNC,Jennifer has se1ved as coprcsident of the student orgm1ization in city and regional 

planning, and she is a member of the student government in public health. She is also an 

active member of the Carolina Transportation Program. 

Jennifer's work expe1;ence complements her academic achievements. She has interned for 

the Chicago Transit A11tho1;ty, served as a research associate for professors in transporta­

tion and health, and worked with the UNC Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Ccmcr. 

Jennifer has a su·ong commitment to interdisciplinary work, \\�th a concern for safety and 

well-being that spans her academic imerests. This is evidenced in her capstone research 

project, in which she is exploring the health outcomes of bus operators at a regional u-ansit 

agency. She will link the findings to service delivery and will offer recommendations for im­

proving u-ansit service through health interventions. 

After she graduates,Jennifer hopes to begin a career "�th a public agency that will allow 

her to increase accessibility for a population while improving community health. 

Jennifer was chosen for this award on the basis of her dedication as a student and a re­

searcher. The Southeastern Transportation Center is pleased to select Jennifer Mac 

Wieland as its 2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 

l
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Meghan Wieters 
Texas A&M University 

University Transportation Center for Mobility 

Mcghan Wictcrs is pmsuing a PhD in 1u-han and regional science at Texas A&M University 

in College Station. She was awarded a disscrtalion grant from the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation's Active Living Research program to study the transponaijon and physical ac­

tivit}' paucrns of office workers in Texas. 

Meghan earned a bachelor's degree in philosophy, international studies, and Spanish from 

Trinity University in San Amonio. She received a master's degree in communicy and re­

gional planning from the University of Texas at Austin. 

After graduation, Meghan worked at the transit authority in Austin for nine years, where 

she was involved in long-range planning. She tJ1en worked in tJ1e a1-eas of neighborhood, 

bicycle, and pedestrian planning fo,- t11c City of Austin. 

Mcghan currently serves as president of the Urban Regional Science SLUdcnt Organization. 

T he University Transportation Center for Mobil icy is pleased to select Mcghan Wictcrs as its 

2007 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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