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WELCOME 

VVelcome to the 21st Annual Student of the Year Awards ceremony, sponsored by the 

U.S. Department of Transportation. 

Each year at the annual winter meeting oft he Tran portation Research Boa rd, the Department 

honors the mo t outsta nd ing sllldem from each participating University Transportation Center 

for his/her achievements and promise for future contributions to the transportation field. Students 

of the Year are selected based on their accomplishments in such areas as technical merit a nd 

research, academic performa nce, professionalism, and leadership. 

The Research and Innovative Technology Administration (R ITA) administers the University 

Transportation Centers program, with funding from the f edera l Highway Administration 

and the f ederal Transit Administration. This year, continuing the tradition of One DOT, 

the Department will a lso honor a student from the Air Transportation Centers of Excellence, 

sponsored by the Federal Aviation Administration. 
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University Transportation Centers Program 

Developments in transportation technology over the decades have caused the world 10 expand, 

not in dimension but in terms of accessibility. Transportation has always played a major role in 

society. The degree of efficiency in getting people or goods from one point 10 another plays a 

pivotal role in determining the hea lth of an economy and in the general well-being of a nation. 

Recognizing the need to encourage efficient movement in a ll transportation sectors of the 

country, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) established the University Trans­

porta tion Centers (UTC) Program in 1987 (Title 4-9, U.S. Code Appendix 1607 c) to establ ish 

and operate 10 transportation centers, one for each of the federal regions. Since that time, the 

UTC Program has expanded to include 60 centers with a $69.7 million annual budget, a 

authorized by the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy 

for Users (SAFETEA-LU ). 

The mission of the UTCs is to advance U.S. technology and expertise in transportation 

th rough education, research, and technology transfer. Of the 60 UTCs, 52 a re required to 

match federal funds dolla r for dollar. The UTC Program is managed by USDOTs Research 

and Innovative Technology Administra tion. 
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Federal Aviation Administration 
Air Transportation Centers of Excellence 

Under the authority provided in Public Law 10 1-508, the Federal Avia tion Admin istration 

(FAA) establishes Ai r T ransportation Centers of Excellence (CO Es) to crea te cost-sha ring 

partnerships with academia, industry, a nd government. The FAA has establ ished COEs 

to address long-term aviation rela ted topics such as: Computationa l Modeling of Aircraft 

Structu res, Airport Technology, O perations Resea rch, Airworth iness Assurance, G eneral 

Aviation, Aircraft J oise a nd Avia tion Emiss ions IV!itigation. Advanced Materials, Cabin 

Environment a nd lntermodal Resea rch, and Commercial Space T ra nsporta tion. 

Supporting the FAA and o ther government a nd industry organizations, Air T ransportation 

C OEs perform basic research through engineering development and prototyping, education, 

and tra ining. T hese mult i-yea r, multi-disciplinary competitive pa rtnerships forge unions 

between the public sector (FAA, airport authorities, state/ local governments, etc.), the private 

sector (a irlines, manufacturers, etc.), a nd academic institutions. FAA COEs help create these 

world-class consortia to focus on identifying solutions for existing a nd a nticipated aviation and 

related transportation problems, support the education and training of a pool of scientists for 

the next genera tion, and to engage in technology transfer. 

Since 1992, the FAA has established nine COE partnerships with more than 75 universities 

th roughout the U.S., and has suppon ed over 700 research projects a nd 1,250 tudents. Critical 

research outcomes a re documented in over 2,000 publications, reports, and doctoral theses. 

FAA COEs now reflect a level of effort exceeding $425M, fu nded through federa l contract and 

grant awards, a nd matching funds provided by academia and industry. 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Mohamad Abdul-Hak 
University of Detroit Mercy 

Douglas Gregory Allen 
Colorado State University 

Jeffrey Bazzo 
Cleveland State University 

Andrew L. Berthaume 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Laura Black 
University of Delaware 

Allison M. Bondanza 
University of Denver 

Zachary Bugg 
North Carolina State University 

Bradley Cheetham 
University of Colorado at Boulder 

Kenneth Chong 
University of Wisconsin-Superior 

Angela Coates 
The University of Akron 

Mathew Coppage 
Youngstown State University 

Brian Davis 
University of Minnesota 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Luis de la Torre 
Northwestern University 

Christopher DeLorto 
University of Idaho 

Kristen Derewecki 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Travis Eckhoff 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Levi Ewan 
Montana State University 

James Fishelson 
Utah State University 

Royce W. Floyd 
University of Arkansas 

Robert Frazier 
Oklahoma State University 

Vikash Gayah 
University of California, Berkeley 

Radhameris Gomez 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Phillip Haas 
University of Florida 

Scott Himes 
The Pennsylvania State University 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Christian Hoover 
Northwestern University 

Celine Kalembo 
Morgan State University 

Alex Karner 
University of California, Davis 

Donald Katz 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

Nga Lam 
California State University, San Bernardino 

Lisa Larsen 
Texas A&M University 

Jonathan Maddison 
University of Vermont 

Justin Messina 
University of Rhode Island 

Cortney Mild 
University of Oregon 

Theodore D. Minch 
University of Southern California 

James E. Mooradian 
University of Connecticut 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Nathan P. Muncy 
Missouri University of Science and Technology 

Rodney Neely 
George Mason University 

Robin O'Hara 
San Jose State University 

Nicole Oneyear 
Iowa State University 

Brian Pailes 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Scott Parr 
Louisiana State University 

Jeffrey C. Peters 
Purdue University 

Tara Rodrigues 
University of South Florida 

Kaveh Farokhi Sadabadi 
University of Maryland 

Katayoun Salamati 
North Carolina State University 

Brie Salmons 
Western Carolina University 

Ethan Skaggs 
The University of Memphis 
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University Transportation Centers 
Outstanding Students of the Year 

Wilson Smith 
Kansas State University 

Scott Sorensen 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Ben Sperry 
Texas A&M University 

Moses Tete 
The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa 

Khatereh Vaghefi 
Michigan Technological University 

Jonathon Vivoda 
University of Michigan 

Dionne West 
Hampton University 

Erica Wygonik 
University of Washington 
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Mohamad Abdul-Hak 
University of Detroit Mercy 

Michigan 01110 U111versitv Transportation Cente1 

Mohamad Abdul-Hak is a PhD cand idate in the Electrical a nd Computer Engineering 

Department at the University of Detroit Mercy (U DM ). Mohamad received his bachelor's 

and master's degrees with honors in electrical and computer eng ineering from Wayne State 

University and the University of Michigan, respectively. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Nizar Al-Holou, Chairperson of U DM's Electrical and Computer 

Engineering Department, Mohamad contributed extensively to two M IOH UTC-funded 

research projects. The first project was titled, "A New Approach to Enha nce and Evaluate the 

Performance of Vehicle-Infrastructure Integra tion and ITS Communication Systems," while 

the second was ca lled '·A Multi-Dimensiona l Model for Vehicle Impact on Tra ffic Safety, 

Congestion, and Environment." As a result of his research, the student team of which Mohamad 

was a member, won the Intelligent Transpon ation Society of 1\11 ichigan's 20 I I Si lver Award for 

their paper titled, "ITS-based Eco-Routing for Car Navigation Systems.'' 

Presently, .Mohamad's research efforts a re aimed at developing a Pred ictive Intelligent Energy 

Management System. T his system provides the on-board navigation unit of an electric vehicle 

with rea l-time traffic information which is then used to optimize the route selection based on 

reduced energy consumpt ion and emissions, resulting in improved air qua lit y. Mohamad's 

doctoral disserta tion working title is ' ·Predictive Intell igent Energy t-.1[anagement System to 

Enhance the Performance of Electric and Plug-in Hybrid Vehicles.'' 

In addition to h is academic pursuits, M ohamad is an advisory commiuee member for both 

\t\layne County Community College and U nderwriters Laboratories Inc. H e is also a student 

member of the Society of Automotive Engineers a nd the Institute for Electrical a nd Electronic 

Engineers. Mohamad has two patents pend ing rela tive to transmission oil pressure/now in 

hybrid electric vehicles. Further, he has been active in community ervice as a volunteer at 

Star Internationa l Academy. 

In recognition of Mohamad 's significant contribut ions to M IO H UTC projects a nd h is 

exempla ry academic performance, the .Michigan Ohio University Transportation Center is 

pleased to select Mohamad Abdul-Hak as its 20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Douglas Gregory Allen 
Colorado State University 

Mounta1n-Plarns Consortium (MPCJ Region 8 

A carpenter for over 12 years, Doug Allen decided to further his education by seeking a 

bachelor of science in civil engineering at Colorado State University in 2006. He chose to 

continue his education by obtaining a master's degree in 20 10. Doug completed his thesis, 

ent itled "Evaluating the Long-Term Durabi lity of Fiber Reinforced Polymers via Field 

Assessments of R einforced Concrete Structures." As an undergraduate a nd graduate student, 

Doug has worked on numerous Mountain-Plains Consortium research projects, which include 

"Sustainable Concretes fo r Transportation Infrastructu re," " Low Impact, High Toughness 

T ransportation Barriers;· "R apid Load Ra ting of Short Rura l Bridges,'' a nd ··Long-Term 

Performa nce ofFRP Repair M ateria ls.'' He will be na med as a coauthor on reports for three 

of these proj ects. 

Doug has pursued other research opportunities, and in the summer of 2009, he traveled to 

J apan for seismic testing of a seven-story structure and participated in a Research Experience for 

Undergraduates with the Nationa l Science Foundation. His extensive participation in MPC­

related research a nd Doug's outstanding academic ability led to his selection for this award. 

The Mounta in-Plains Consortium is pleased to select Doug Allen as its 2011 Outsta nding 

Student of the Yea r. 
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Jeffrey Bazzo 
Cleveland State University 

Cleveland State University Transportat1011 Center 

A native of Cleveland, Ohio, J eff Bazzo is pursuing a master 's degree at C leveland State 

University (CSU). He is currently studying civil engineering with a focus in structures 

and foundations. J eff g raduated cum laude in August 201 I with a bachelor's degree in civil 

engineering from CSU. As a combined bachelor's/master's degree student, J eff was immediately 

admitted to the graduate program. 

J eff is the principal investigator for a n Ohio Depa rtment of T ransportation (ODOT) student 

study, entitled " Uncontrolled Concrete Bridge Pa ra pet C racking," which is using a foren-

sic engineering approach to inves tigate concrete cracking problems in ODOT District 12 

(Clevela nd a rea). His project is supervised by Professors J orbert Delatte and Paul Bosela. 

J eff previously performed resea rch under a Nationa l Science Foundation grant on integrating 

fai lure case studies and forensic engineering in education, and authored a case study of the 

I-35\<V Minneapolis Bridge collapse as well as a poster, entitled "Learning from Failures." 

In addition to being a Cleveland sports fan, J eff enjoys running marathons and playing guitar 

in a rock band. 

T he Clevela nd State University Transportation Center is pleased to select J eff Bazzo as its 2011 

O utstanding Student of the Year. 
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Andrew L. Berthaume 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

Un1ve1s1t) of Massact1usetts Tra11sportat1on Cente1 

And rew Berthaume is a PhD cand idate study ing civil eng ineering at the University of 

Massachusetts (UM ASS), Amherst. He received h is bachelor of science in civil and 

environmental engineering and a master of science in civil engineering in the spring of 2009 

and summer of 2010, respectively. Andrew is a self-motivated PhD cand idate with a strong 

background in traffic eng ineering, specifica lly traffic flow theory and traffic simulation. 

H e a l o possesses significa nt leadership qual ities. 

Andrew co-authored a n article tha t a ppea red in Sefety Todqy, entitled " Estimated 'vVait T ime,·· 

which examined the cha llenges faced by transportation officials a nd contractors as they look 

to reduce negative impacts of work zones on d river mobility. H e also presented a number of 

papers a nd posters at the ITSM A Annua l Meeting in April 20 10, the !T E Northeastern 

District 2010 Annua l Meeting, and the TRB Annua l Meeting in 2010. Since 2009, Andrew 

has worked a s a g raduate student assistant in the College of Engineering T ransportation 

Center at U M ASS. Prior to this, he worked as a traffic engineering research assista nt where 

he devised means a nd methods to ana lyze the ability ofTSIS 5.0 a nd CORSJM to simulate 

merg ing tra ffic in construction zones. Andrew is also a member of C hi Epsilon, the C ivil 

Engineering Honors Society a t U M ASS. 

Based on his high academic achievement and experience in traffic flow theory, the University 

of Massachusetts Tra nsportation Center is proud to select Andrew Berthaume as its 20 11 

O utstanding Student of the Yea r. 
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Laura Black 
University of Delaware 

Dela\'. are Cente, to, T, anspo, tat,on 

Laura Black is a PhD candidate in the Depa rtment of Civil and Environmenta l Engineer ing 

at the University of Delaware. She holds a bachelor's deg ree in civil and environmenta l 

eng ineering with honors, and a minor in history. She a lso earned a master of arts in urban 

affa irs and public pol icy, as well as a n MCE in infrastructure systems, a ll from the University 

of Delaware. The title of Laura·s dissertation is ·'Investing in Interdependent Infrastructure." 

Laura was a research assistan t fo r severa l U T C-funded and related projects includ ing, 

Transportation Per formance Index, Infrastructu re Securi ty a nd Emergency Preparedness, 

and Understa nding the Impacts of Climate C hange on the 1-95 Cor ridor in Ma ryland and 

Delaware. Laura mentored an undergraduate student in the UTC summer research program 

a nd was a n active participa nt in organ izing the Annual lnteruniversity Symposium on 

Infrastructu re l\ilanagement at the University of Delaware in 2010. Most recently, Laura has 

been instrumental in getting the Delaware Signa l T iming Enhancement Partnership (DSTEP) 

project (a partner hip between the university, the Delaware Department of Tra nsportation, 

and a consultant) off 10 a successful sta rt . T his effort has included coord ination a nd training 

of underg raduates. 

In 2010, Laura was awarded a Gradua te Assistantship in Areas of National 1eed (CAA N ) 

Fellowship focused on tra nsportation infrastructu re. In addition, she is involved in teaching 

and is working toward earning a Higher Education Teaching Certificate. 

Based on her academic credentia ls and extracurricula r activities, the Delaware Center for 

Transportation is pleased Lo select La ura Black as its 20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 



16 

Allison M. Bondanza 
University of Denver 

National Center for lnte, modal Tiansportat,on ( NCIT) 

All ison M. Bondanza is a doctora l student a t the U niversity of Denver a nd a research 

assistant with the National Center for l ntermoda l T ransportation (NCIT ). Her current 

research interests a re in the a reas of workforce development a nd ca reer advancement for 

women in transportation, job stress, and the psychologica l a nd health related consequences 

of exposure to accidents a nd critical incidents in the transportation industry. She has been a 

significa nt contributor to a number of key projects that have been initiated by the NCIT and 

its partner, the Intermodal Transportation Institute, most notably: fatigue and hours of service, 

workforce development, ba rriers to ca reer advancement for women in transportation, a nd 

susta inable freight tra nsportation. 

While receiving her bachelor's degree from Providence College, she worked at the Commission 

for Human Rights in Providence, Rhode Isla nd a nd interned with Congresswoman Carolyn 

McCarthy (D- Y) in the U.S. House of Representatives. Later, she completed her master·s 

degree in psychology at Columbia U niversity where she was also a research assistant and in tern 

at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. 

In addition to her research, Allison addressed the nat ional meeting of the Transporta tion 

vVorkers Union on the topic of fatigue and the changing passenger hours of service regulations 

mandated by the Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008. Allison a lso helped design and later 

implement a survey a nd interview protocol to assess women's perceptions of their ca reer 

experiences a nd potentia l barriers to promotion at MTA a nd NJ IT in the g reater 1 ew York 

C ity a rea . She was also a member of the research team gather ing informa tion in Pa nama 

C ity on the intermoda l operationa l practices likely to affect freight tra nspor tation in the 

southeastern U nited States. She inte rviewed a number of key transpor tation officia ls who 

were des igning policy that would have significant implications for the U.S. Most recently, 

she was a member of a research tea m working to identify key issues in fatigue and hours of 

service for passenger commuter service in the Los Angeles a rea . She was also a presenter at 

the Transportation Resea rch Forum a nd a recent invited speaker a t the regiona l meeting of 

the America n Short Lines Ra ilroad Association. 

Based on her academic achievements a nd research activities outside of the classroom, the 

ationa l Center for Intermodal Transporta tion is pleased to nomina te Allison Bondanza as its 

201 I Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Zachary Bugg 
North Carolina State University 

Sout11eastern T1 ansportat1on Center (STC) Region 4 

The North Carolina State University (NCSU) transportation facu lty nominated Zacha ry Bugg 

for the Southeastern Transportation Center (ST C) Student of the Year Award because of hi 

exemplary research on the sa fety and opera tional effects of a uxilia ry through lanes (ATLs). He 

presented a poster and paper on ATL operations at the 201 I Transporta tion Research Board 

(TRB) Annua l Meeting. He will present two additional papers on ATL capacity ana lysis and 

microsimulation at TR B's 9 1st Annua l Meeting in J anuary 2012. Zachary recently submitted a 

paper on the safety effects of ATLs to the ST CJourna l of Tran portation Safety and Security. 

His dissertation will focus on the development of a driver behavioral model for lane choice at 

ATLs. 

Zachary is an outstanding student and a leader among his transportation peers. He has been 

a doctora l student at NCSU since August 2009, and ST C has supported him since 20 10. He 

carries a GPA of 3.95. Zacha ry served as ITE student cha pter president at Mississippi State 

University and at NCSU. A NCSU ITE student chapter president, he coordinated two fund 

raisers for travel expenses for ITE and STC students to attend theTRB 90th Annual Meeting. 

Zacha ry aspires to be a professor and is currently working as a teaching assistant with three 

transportation professors. 

Based on his outstanding academic accomplishments and contributions to the study of ATLs, 

the Southeastern Transportation Center is pleased to select Zachary Bugg as its 201 I Out­

standing Student of the Year. 
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Bradley Cheetham 
University of Colorado at Boulder 

FAA Center of Excellence for Cornrnerc1al Space Tr ansportat1or' 

Bradley Cheetham received his undergraduate aerospace engineering degree at the University 

a t Buffa lo. Bradley is currently a graduate research assista nt at the Colorado Center for 

Astrodynamics Research at the University of Colorado at Boulder where he received his master·s 

degree and is pursuing a PhD in aerospace engineering sciences. His research a nd personal 

interests include three-body astrodyna mics, commercia l space development, and educationa l 

outreach. Bradley is current ly working on research supported th rough the FAA Center 

of Excellence for Commercial Space Transportation (COE for CST ) and is engaged in 

related activities. 

The title of Bradley's PhD dissertation is '·Evaluating Orbit-Determination l'vlethods a nd 

Accuracies in the Earth-Moon T hree-Body Regime with Operationa l ARTEMIS Data.'· 

O perating in the highly dynamic Earth-Moon libration point orbits (LPO) region is a challenge 

because of prominent perturbations caused by the ea rth, moon, and sun. The ARTEMIS mission 

operated by the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center and the University of California at Berkeley 

recently became the first to ever ma inta in orbits in this regime. The resulting operational data 

provides significa nt opportunity fo r a na lysis to better understa nd these orbits and their 

operationa l constra ints. Future efforts to quan tify orbit determination results, recover 

un-modeled accelerations, rea listic uncerta inty propagation. and ult imately LPO utilization 

wi ll grow out of a n ability to post-process this operational data for further understanding of the 

dynamics involved. Bradley's work in this area has the potential to have a significant impact in the 

COE for CST research area of Space Tra ffic Management and O perations, impacting the ana lysis, 

ma nagement and integration of orbita l spacecraft traffic with respect to other orbital objects. 

Bradley has received a number of prestigious awards, distinctions, opportunities, a nd fellowships, 

including the 2008 Goldwater Scholarship, 2009 SUNY Cha ncellor's Award, participation in 

the 2008 NASA Academy at the Goddard Space Flight Center, a NASA Space Grant Fellow­

ship, Nationa l Science foundation (NSF) G raduate Fellowship, National Defense Science a nd 

Engineering (NDSEG) Graduate Fellowship, and recognition as a "Distinguished Guest"· for one 

of the final Space Shuttle launches. Mr. Cheetham has founded and led many student organi­

zations, including space organizations ("U B Students for the Exploration a nd Development of 

Space" (SEDS), and the ·'Space Outreach Fellowship'") a nd STEM outreach programs 

("Inspiration from Exploration'" and "'vVe Want O ur Future"). He currently serves as graduate 

advisor to the CU SED S chapter. 

Ba eel on the depth a nd significa nce of Brad ley Cheetham·s academic achievements, contribu­

tions to the field, distinctions a nd work, the FAA joins the DOT in proudly acknowledging him 

as our 20 11 DO T FAA Center of Excellence O utstanding Student of the Yea r. 
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Kenneth Chong 
University of Wisconsin-Superior 

r'<at,onal Ce, 1te1 !01 F, e,gi-t and Inf, astructu1 e Re sea, cl, and Eclucat1on 1CFIRE 1 

Kenneth C hong has been an extremely active and successful student a t the University of 

'vVisconsin-Superior as he has pursued a degree in transportation and logistics management. 

His academic work is of the highest caliber. and he has been awarded scholarsh ips for his aca­

demic excellence. Kenneth is a n inquisitive and ha rdworking student who ta kes a keen interest 

in learning about tra nsportation a nd is very engaged in his classes. 

Kenneth has worked in the package delivery a rea of the transportation industry and has 

brought tha t knowledge into the classroom and his research. He spent a yea r in Korea teach­

ing English as a second lang uage to elementary students. The mentoring skills he learned 

are clea rly evident when he helps other students. W hile he was living overseas, K enneth also 

gained a global perspective a nd appreciation o f different cultures that he applies to coursework 

and research. G loba lization may make the world seem sma ller, but tra n portat ion and logistics 

are still the key to bringing it together. Future leaders who pos ess a world perspective like 

Kenneth, a re essentia l. 

K enneth is vice president of the very active student-run Transporta tion and Logistics Club. He 

has a very effective leadership style that inspires others to collaborate with him on projects. While 

Kenneth has been an officer of the club, he has helped to bring in numerous speakers from indus­

try, led student meetings. organized facility tou rs, a nd other transportation club rela ted activities. 

The club continues to grow and is one of the most active on campus. 

Kenneth attends professional society meetings of the Institute of Supply Management and the 

Duluth Superior Transportation Associa tion. In the fall of 20 11 , he was one of a select group of 

sllldents who was awarded funding by the Intermodal Associa tion of North America (IA 1A) to 

attend the annua l expo in Atlanta, Georgia and the AST&L annual meeting. He is a hardwork­

ing ded icated sllldent who is constantly striving to broaden his experiences and knowledge inside 

and outside of the classroom. 

Because of his exempla ry academic record and important research work in the area of 

transporta tion and logistics, the . ational Center for Freight and Infrastructure Research and 

Educat ion is pleased to select Kenneth C hong as its 2011 Outstanding Student of the Year. 



Angela Coates 
The University of Akron 

T11e 01110 T1a1 sp01 tcit1cr C ns 1,um 

As a graduate research assista nt a t the University of Akron, Angela Coates has consistently 

proved that she is a valuable asset to their research team. She is a quick learner. and is able to 

easily g rasp difficult technica l concepts in complex transportation system design a nd ana lysis. 

Angela has shown her reliability and dedication to her group's research through her valuable 

and effective problem solving initiatives as well as her ability to meet dead lines while producing 

qua lity work. She has co-authored paper submissions to the Ohio Transportation Consort ium 

and the T ra nsporta tion Resea rch Board (TRB), the latter resulting in selection for both publi­

ca tion a nd presentation at the 2012 TRB Annual Conference. 

Angela has shown outstanding academic performance having graduated summa cum la ude 

from the U niversity of Akron with a bachelor of science in civil eng ineer ing. She has continued 

to perform at the top of he r class th roughout her g raduate stud ies. Angela is an extremely 

focused and motivated student. and these qua lities shine through in every aspect of her work. 

She is a role model fo r her fellow students, display ing a g reat sense of responsibility a nd imellcc­

tual capabil ity. Angela has a lready made g reat contributions th rough her research effort 

as she cont inues to excel in her work. 

For Angela·s academic achievement and importa nt research work in the a rea of transportation 

system design and a nalysis. the Ohio Tra nsportat ion Consort ium is pleased to elect Angela 

Coates as its 20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Mathew Coppage 
Youngstown State University 

The Center for Transpor tatron and Mater rals Engineer rng 

Mathew Coppage is a senior at Youngstown State University (YSU) studying civil engineering 

with a minor in math. Since joining the Center for Transportation and Materials Engineering in 

March 2011, Matt has worked on va rious tra nsportation-related research projects. His associa­

tion with the center is not limited to research. Matt has also been a part of the center's outreach 

program, including the summer ca mps for pre-college teachers, ta lking to local YMCA summer 

camp children about buoyancy and transportation, assisting Dr. Hazel Marie with the Summer 

Honors Institute by running the labs as required, and giving local high school students a tour 

of the engineering labs and facilities du ring YSU's T ransportation Career Day. 

In addition to his academic studies, Matt has worked with a local community to solve their 

flooding problems; the solutions are being brought to council for implementation. He is an 

active member of the American Society of C ivil Engineers student chapter and pa rticipa ted 

in Contractor for Day. 

Mau was selected for this award based on h is a bility to work with a team as well as a lone. He 

has shown leadership and the ability to independemly solve problems. Matt has a strong inter­

est in the field of transportation and plans to work on a tra nsporta tion construction project in 

the summer of 2012. 

The Cemer fo r Transportation a nd Materia ls Engineering is pleased to se lect Ma thew 

Coppage as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Brian Davis 
University of Minnesota 

Intelligent Tr ansportatron Systems (ITS) Institute 

Brian Davis is currently pursuing a master 's degree in the Depa rtment of Mechanical 

Engineering at the University of Minnesota with a focus on intelligent transportation. Brian's 

thesis research focuses on designing and evaluating a system capable of determining vehicle 

miles traveled (VMT) aggregated by the pre-determined geographic zones in which the vehicle 

was driven. The title of his dissertation is "Aggregating VMT within P redefined Geographic 

Zones by Cellular Assignmem: A Non-CPS Based Approach to Mileage-Based Road Use 

Charging:· In addition to his research, Brian has a lso served as a teaching assistant in the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering's Introduction to Robotics course. Brian's advisor 

notes that " Brian is a self- tarter and has been able to do the work with very liu le supervision 

on my pa rt. He is a creative and independent thinker:· 

Brian was selected for this award because of his self-motivated approach to his research work 

and his exempla ry academic record. The Intelligent Transportation Systems Institute is proud 

to select Brian Davis as its 2011 Out landing Student of the Year. 
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Luis de la Torre 
Northwestern University 

Center for tile Cornrnercializat1on of Innovative 

T1 ansportat1on Tecllnology (CCITT) 

Luis de la Tor re is currently a fourth-year PhD student in the Department of Industria l 

Engineering and Management Sciences (IEMS). He received a bachelor of arts in economics, 

and a bachelor of science in mathematics from the University of California al Davis, a nd a 

master of science in IEMS from Northwestern U niversity. Luis' research focuses on 

developing stochastic and dynamic optimization models for transportation and distribution 

of critical supplies for d isaster relief, as part of the humanita rian logistics team at Northwestern 

and as a g raduate student intern in the CNLS Summer Student P rogram at Los Alamos 
1ational Lab. 

Luis' co-advisors are Karen Smi lowitz and Irina Dolinskaya. H e is the principa l instructor 

for IEM S 326, Economics and Finance for Engineers. Luis is a lso a member of the IEMS 

Graduate Liaison Comminee, and is helping 10 prepare a new mini-course for incoming PhD 

students to teach and review fundamentals in mathematical ana lysis, statistics, a nd AMPL. 

In his spa re time, he plays oboe in the Northwestern University Ph ilharmonic. 

Luis was selected as the CCITT Student of Yea r for his research and academic excellence and 

the key role he played in developing huma nita ria n logistics initiatives at Northwestern University. 

The Center for the Commercial ization oflnnovative Tra nsportation Technology is proud to 

select Luis de la Torre as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Christopher Delorto 
University of Idaho 

National Institute for Advanced Tr ansportatron TE:Chnolog~ 1 NIA.TT I 

Christopher DeLorto ea rned both his bachelor 's a nd master·s degrees in civ il engineering from 

the University of Idaho. He has an excellent academic record, an outsta nding work ethic, and 

po esses a cheerful demeanor that has ea rned him the respect and admiration from those 

around him. 

As a n undergraduate, C hristopher spent one summer in Idaho and two summers in Seattle 

as a transportation intern at various agencies. For his thesis work, Christopher focused his 

research on gap reduction, a timing component in actuated traffic signa ls that allows the gap 

timer 10 reduce from a higher to lower ceiling as a green phase progresses. His research project 

appl ied gap reduction to stop-bar detection, and stud ied how this technology a llows the signal 

10 respond 10 d ischarging queues. The simulat ion study showed a potential reduction in early 

termination time, translating imo sma ller queue spillbacks and a safer intersection. 

Christopher curremly holds a one-year position as a transportation schola r, a program managed 

by the Nationa l Park Foundation. He works at North Cascades National Park studying the 

vu lnerability of the park's tra nsportat ion system 10 climate change a nd how the park can best 

adapt. Aside from his passion for transportation, Christopher enjoys writing music and lyrics. 

On the basi of Christopher's academic achievements and resea rch work, the National Institute 

for Advanced T ra nsportation Technology is pleased to nominate Christopher DeLon o as its 

20 11 Outstanding Studem of the Yea r. 
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Kristen Derewecki 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Urme1 s1t1 Transpoitat1on Research Center I UTRCJ Region 2 

Kristen Oerewecki is a master of science candidate at the School of Engineering at Rutgers, 

The State University of ew J ersey. K risten's graduate thesis is on developing specifications 

to use the 4 mm Dynamics Shear Rheometer (OSR) para llel plates on performance grade 

a phalt binders. Additiona lly, she is attempting to relate the resu lts of other existing binder tests 

to the results obtained using the 4 mm parallel plates. In doing so, Kristen hopes to reduce 

the amount of material needed for forensic testing of binders, ma inta ining the integrity of the 

roads as well as reducing the a mount of solvents needed to extract binder from asphalt samples, 

which will make the process less expensive a nd more environmentally friend ly. 

Kristen is active in the Rutgers community as a Bunting-Cobb Graduate Mentor for Women 

in Science, Technology, Engineering, a nd Math. She has helped to foster the academic, pro­

fess ional, and persona l development of the residents through regula r interactions, program­

ming, and mentoring sessions. Kristen also volunteers her time as a coach for the Rutgers 

Women·s Rugby Club. 

In recognition of her outstanding academic performance, the technical mer it of her research 

topic and her service to the university community, the UTRC Region 2 is pleased to select 

K risten Derewecki as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Yea r. 
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Travis Eckhoff 
University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Tl,e Alaska Un1vers1ty T1 ansportat1on Cente1 (AUTC) 

Travis Eckhoff g raduated from the University of New Hampshire in 2010 with a bachelor of 

science in civil engineering. He is current ly pursuing a master of science in environmental 

engineering: water a nd wastewater treatment from the University of Alaska, Fa irba nks. 

Travis began working with AUT C in the spring of 2009. He assisted Dr. Dave Ba rnes in the 

development of instrumentation and methodology for determining in situ pall iative performance 

for dust concrol on paved roads and runways known as DUSTM. Travis has used DUSTM in 

over 30 remote Alaskan villages co monitor dust palliative performance. Development of this 

methodology was extremely challenging due to the complexity of the uncontrolled environ­

mental parameters. Whi le others have developed different types of instruments to measure 

fugitive dust, until now no one has developed a repeatable methodology. 

T ravis is a professional, ta lented, ha rdworking, and dependable ind ividual. He performs under 

the ha rdest of conditions. T ravis has learned to deal with harsh weather environments, a lack 

of accommodations, a nd other cha llenges that relate to conducting fieldwork in Alaska . By 

understanding how dust pa lliatives perform a nd degrade over time, Travis and Dr. Ba rnes 

hope to develop dust control strategies to improve local a ir quality and increase the longevity 

of the gravel transporta tion infrastructure in Alaska. 

The Alaska University T ransporta tion Center is pleased to select Travis Eckhoff as its 20 11 

Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Levi Ewan 
Montana State University 

Weste, n Transpor tat,011 Institute 

Levi Ewan is currently pursuing a master's degree in civil engineering with a focus on 

transportation at Montana State University (MSU) in Bozeman. He received his bachelor 

of science in civil eng ineering at MSU as well. H is thesis is titled '·Evaluation of a Variable 

Speed Limit System for Wet and Extreme Weather Conditions.'· Levi currently works as a 

research assista nt at the VVestern Transportation Institute a nd has played a key role on several 

research projects. He has co-authored a number of publications, which include the follow-

ing: '·Monta na Intercity Bus Service Study," .. Replacing Thermal ly Sprayed Z inc Anodes on 

Cathod ically Protected Steel Reinforced Bridges," a nd '•Livability Benchma rks for Montana 

Tra nsportation: Interim Report." 

Levi has excelled in the classroom, developing a working travel demand forecasting model for 

the city of Bozeman, and taking a leadership role in a g roup project eva luating the local bus 

system. He is also an active member of the Chi Epsilon Civil Engineering Honor Society. 

Based on his strong academic achievements a nd research work, the VVestern Tra nsportation 

Institute is pleased to select Levi Ewan as its 2011 Outstand ing Student of the Year. 
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James Fishelson 
Utah State University 

Utal, Transportatron Center 

J a mes Fishelson was born and raised on Long Isla nd, New York. After completing his 

undergraduate work a t Yale Un iver ity, J ames drove from New York to Key ·west, and the 

Arctic O cean in a 1938 Dodge. During this tr ip,J ames became interested in transporta­

tion infrastructure issues a nd the challenges posed by a rapidly developing, urbanized, and 

interconnected world. J a mes has a lso worked and studied in places such as Vietnam, R ussia, 

the Philippines, a nd Kazakhstan. 

J ames came to U tah State University for their Automated Electric Transportation (AET) 

project, which is a concept for network-automated vehicles electrically powered via in-motion 

energy transfer from the roadway itself. His current focus is on modeling platoons of vehicles 

in a n AET sy tem, and demonstrating the capacity and safety improvements that AET can 

provide over trad itional roadways. The title of J ames· thesis is .. Modeling Automated E lectric 

Tra nsportation Platoons.'·J a mes is particularly interested in the potential for AET as a sustain­

able solution to the congestion issues of the world's sprawling megacities. 

J ames was selected as this year's swdent of the year for not only his past academic achievements 

but his potentia l future impact within the transportation field. The U ta h Transportation Center 

i proud to nominateJ a mes Fishelson as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Royce W. Floyd 
University of Arkansas 

Mack-Blackwell Ru1 al Transpo1 tat1on Center 

Royce Floyd is a rarity a mong students, combining exceptiona l academic ability, a strong work 

ethic, and a rema rkable sense of 'rea l world practicality' regarding his graduate work. He is 

ea ily among the top one percent of all graduate students at the College of Engineering. Royce 

was the first engineering student to move directly from his underg raduate program to a PhD 

program, and win the highly competitive Distinguished Doctoral Fellowship (OOF) at the 

University of Arka nsas. Nationally, the American Concrete Institute (ACI ) recognized his 

abili ties a nd awarded him their Presidents' Fellowship in 2009. 

For his PhD studies, Royce is examining strand bond in lightweight, self-consolidating 

concrete. His research will impact both the construction and design of prestressed concrete 

bridge g irders. A prolific writer, Royce has published th ree journal articles and 14 conference 

proceedings. He has presented his research at conferences in the United K ingdom and New 

Zeala nd. As a testament to his abilities, he has ta ken on the role of inst ructor in senior-level 

design courses. Students have pra ised his practical approach, availabil ity, a nd problem-solving 
abi lities as an instructo r. 

On the basis of his strong academic merit, body of written work, a nd overall research activities, 

the Mack-Blackwell Rural Transportation Center is pleased to select Royce Floyd as its 201 1 

Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Robert Frazier 
Oklahoma State University 

Tl1e Oklal1orna Trans po, tat,on Cente, I0k TC 

Robert M. Frazier recently joined B&T Engineering, a nationwide provider of structura l 

engineering services in Tulsa, Okla homa where he works on various transportation projects. 

Robert holds a bachelor·s a nd master·s degree in engineering. His master's thesis work at 

Oklahoma State University (OSU) was supported by the Oklahoma T ransportation Center 

University Transportation Center. 

Robert's transportation career pa th has included exper iential activities, which involved under­

graduate research, as well as being a member of the 2011 winning O SU Timber Bridge Team 

in the ationa l American Society of Civil Engineers-Internationa l Forest Products Society 

Timber Bridge Competition. Robert's work has included utilizing a micro-CT scanner to 

examine the d istribution of a ir voids in concrete and their response to pressure. He has pre­

sented a t the lational American Concrete Institute Conference, the Oklahoma Transportation 

Center Summer Symposium, a nd the a nnua l Minnesota DOT Research Day. Robert has 

co-authored three papers, which a re currently under peer review for publication. 

He was selected for this award based on his outstanding academic achievement, contributions to 

transportation improvement, and a genuine interest in helping his peers at OSU. T he Oklahoma 

T ransportation Center is pleased to select Robert Frazier as its 201 I Outsta nding Swdent of 

the Year. 
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Vikash Gayah 
University of California, Berkeley 

Un1vers1ty of Cal1for nra Transpo, tat,on Center (UCTC) Reg,on 9 

Vikash Gayah is a PhD candidate in civil and environmental eng ineering at the University of 

Cali fo rnia, Berkeley. H e holds a bachelor's a nd master·s degree in civil engineer ing from the 

University of C entral Florida. Vikash's research focuses on the aggregate behavior of vehicles 

on urban street networks. H is dissertation work identifies how to better operate and organize 

network to increase efficiency. Vikash currently has eight journa l publicat ions, including 

a rticles in Tra nsportat ion Research Parts B and C, Tra nsportation Research Record, and the 

J ourna l of) ntelligent Transportation Systems. He has a lso erved as a graduate student instruc­

tor for three graduate courses: Public Transportation Systems, Logi tics Systems Analysis, and 

Highway Traffic Operations. 

Vikash is active on campus, having served as both the president a nd vice president of the 

Transportation Graduate Student Organizing Committee at UC Berkeley. He was a mem­

ber of the Department of Civi l and Environmenta l Engineering's curriculum committee and 

helped to organize the 17th annua l UCTC student conference at UC Berkeley. 

Vikash was selected fo r th is award because of h is major accomplishments in academics, 

teaching, a nd service. The University of Cali fo rnia Tra nsporta tion Center is pleased to 

nominate Vikash Gayah as its 20 11 O utstanding Student oft he Year. 
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Radhameris Gomez 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst 

New EnglancJ Ln1ve1 s1ty Transportation Cente1 1 Region 1 ) 

A native of the Dominican Republic, Radhameris Gomez received her dual bachelor of science 

degrees from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in civi l engineering a nd psychology. C urrent ly, 

she is a PhD student enrolled at the University of Massachu etts. Amherst in the Department 

of Civil a nd Environmenta l Engineering-Transportat ion Engineering. 

Since join ing UM ass, Radha meris has focused her work on transportation safety a nd human 

factors, examining a reas such as pedestrian safety, irtju ry outcomes from crashes, and the use 

of a driving simulator to research and develop methods for evaluating traffic signa ls and signs. 

In addition to her research interests, Radhameris has been an active member of the U Mass 

Student C hapter of the Institute of Transportation Engineers, where she is currently serving 

as the president and eth ics committee member. She is an active member of the New England 

Chapter of the Human Facto rs a nd Ergonomics Society and serves as the treasurer of the 

Women·s Transportation Semina r- Boston UMass Student Chapter. 

Radhamer is has been recognized as an Eno Fellow, NSF-AGEP Fellow. is a recipient of the 

N EITE Thomas E . Desjardins M emorial Scholarship. and the Volpe Na tional Transportation 

Systems Center Best Research Presentation Award, among others. 

Radhameris· academic excellence, her numerous awards and her pa rticipation in several 

professional organizations all contributed to the ba is of her selection for this award. The New 

England University T ransportation Center is pleased to nominate Radhamer is G omez as its 

20 11 Outstanding S tudent of the Year. 
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Phillip Haas 
University of Florida 

Transportation Researcl1 Center 

Phi llip Haas g raduated from the University of Virginia with a bachelor of science and master 

of science in civil engineering a nd a minor in engineering business. The research for his 

thesis was on the development of safety performance functions for Virginia, which resulted in 

papers published by the Virginia Transportation Research Council and presented al the 2010 

Tra nsportation Research Board (TRB) Annua l Meeting. Phillip is currently pursing a PhD at 

the University of Florida, where his research topics include calibration of the Highway Safety 

Manual for Florida and Enhanced Pena lty Zones for crash reduction on Florida freeways, 

which wi ll be presented at the 2012 TRB Annua l Meeting. 

Phillip has portrayed excellence in the classroom, tak ing a variety of upper-level transpor tation 

courses, including the pursuit of a graduate minor in Urban Planning. He was also selected as 

the instructor for the undergraduate course: "Transportation Engineering" for the fall 20 11 

semester. Phillip was honored as one of the country's top transportation students through his 

selection as an Eno Fellow to attend the 20 11 Eno Leadership Development Conference. He 

served as the vice president of the UVA-ITE sllldenl chapter, and is currently the treasurer for 

the UF-ITE student chapter and a member of the two-time Florida District champion U F-ITE 
traffic bowl team. 

The Transportation Research Center at the University of F lorida is pleased to select Phillip 

Haas as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Scott Himes 
The Pennsylvania State University 

The Tl1ornas D. Larson Pennsylvania T1ansportat1on Institute (Region 3) 

Scott Himes is a research assistant a t T he Thomas D. La rson Pennsylvania Transportation 
Institute. He is currently a PhD candidate in civil engineering, having earned both his bach­

elor of science and master of science degrees in civil engineering at Penn State. His research 

focuses on the operationa l and safety effects of ighway geometric design. H is current research 

includes performing research participant assessments and vehicle insta llations for the Strategic 

Highway Research Program 2 (SHRP 2) Naturalistic Driving Study. He a lso co-authored a 

Federal Highway Administration informational guide related to speed concepts, and was an 

investigawr on NCH RP Project 15-34, "Performance- Based Geometric Design Analysis of 

H ighways and Streets." Scott has been the laboratory instructor for an introductory class in 
transportation engineering, a class in traffic engineering, and Penn State's capstone highway 

design course. 

Scott is a young member of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) Committee on 

Geometric Design and a friend of the TRB Committee on Operation Effects of Geometrics. 
He has reviewed papers for the American Society of C ivil Engineers (ASCE)Journal of 

Transportation Engineering, as well as for his TRB committees. He has been involved in the 

Penn State student chapters of the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and ASCE. 

Scott has published four refereed j ournal a rticles, two technical reports, and presented find­

ings from his research at severa l technical meetings. He has been nominated for the MAUTC 
student of the year award because of his outstanding resea rch contributions, effective teaching, 

and service to the transportation profession. 

The T homas D. La rson Pennsylvania Transportation Institute is pleased to nominate Scott 

H imes as its 2011 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Celine Kalembo 
Morgan State University 

National Center for Transportation Management, Research and Development 

Celine Ka lembo received both her prima ry a nd seconda ry educations in the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo before coming to the United States in 200 1. In 2004, she received her 

associate's degree in engineering from Baltimore City Community College, and then her bach­

elor's degree in civil engineering from Morgan State University in 2006. 

Celine obtained her fi rst employment as a consulta nt /civil engineer with Daniel Consulta nts 

in 2007. A year later, she was employed by the Maryland State Highway Administration (MD 

SHA) as a T ransportation Engineer. Her responsibilities at MD SHA included providing pave­

ment and geotechnica l recommendations, conducting field a nd laboratory data analysis, a nd 

performing project site inspections. 

Celine began her master of science in transportation in the fall of 2009 in the Department of 

Transportation and U rban Infrastructure Studies with a concentration in tra ffic engineering. She 

is currently working on her thesis and is expected to graduate in May of 2012. Through her hard 

work, Celine was able to maintain her status as a recipient of the ational T ra nsportation Center 

Fellowship. Also, a paper she authored on the topic of her thesis titled "Evaluation of the Impact of 

Pavement Roughness on Vehicle Gas Emissions in Baltimore County,'· was selected for presenta­

tion at the 2012 Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting. 

On the basis of her ha rd work and academic achievements, the National Center for 

Transportation Management, Research a nd Development is pleased to nominate Celine 

Kalembo as its 2011 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Alex Karner 
University of California, Davis 

Univers1tv of Ca l1fo1 n1a Transportation Cente1/ Institute of T1 ansportat1on Studies 

Alex K a rner is a PhD candidate in civil and environmental engineering at the University of 

California , Davis. He received a bachelor's degree in civil engineering from the University of 

Toronto in 2006 and a master's degree in civil and environmenta l engineering from UC Davis 

in 2008 before entering the PhD program. For his disserta tion, Alex is evaluating the innu­

ence of environmenta l justice concerns on transportation pla nning and the implementation 

of climate change policy in Californ ia. His work has taken him well beyond the trad itiona l 

bounda ries of civil engineering and into the theories and methods of many different discipl ines. 

As described by his advisor, Alex is "an exceptiona l scholar with a critical eye towards improv­

ing practice." 

Alex's research has the potentia l to help state, regiona l, and local agencies in connecting thei r 

policies to their goals. T his award recognizes his excellent performa nce in the classroom, his 

innovative and independent research program, a nd his outstanding leadership potential. 

The University of Cal ifornia Transportation Center/ Institute of T ransportation Studies is 

pleased to select Alex Ka rner as its 201 I Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Donald Katz 
Georgia Institute of Technology 

Georgia Tr ansportat1on Institute Un1ve1 s1ty Tr ansportat1on Cente1 

Donny Katz is a graduate of 1onh Carolina State University. As a student in the Park 

Scholarships program at NC Sta te, he earned a bachelor of science in civil engineering in 

May 2007. After graduation, Donny spent one year in Dhaka, Bangladesh as a U.S. Fulbright 

Student Scholar. After his return to the United States, Donny spent several months conduct­

ing research at the Regional Plan Association in New York C ity where he stud ied high-speed 

rail options for the Northeast Corridor with America 2050. Subsequently, Donny conducted 

resea rch at the Institute for Transportation Research and Education at 1orth Carolina State 

University on an evaluation of new highway work zone pavement ma rkings, as well as a study 

on the effects access management techniques have on local businesses. 

Donny began his graduate educa tion at Georgia Tech in August 2009. In addition to conducting 

resea rch to examine a irline operations and schedules at airports, Donny is also the presidem of 

Georgia Tech's !TE Student C hapter. 

The Georgia Transportation Institute University Transportation Center is proud to nominate 

Dona ld Katz as its 20 11 O utstanding Student of the Year. 
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Nga Lam 
California State University, San Bernardino 

W1ll1arn and Bai ba1 a Leona, d Transpo1 tat1on Cente1 

1ga Lam is a senior majo ring in supply chain a nd transportation management at California 

State University (CSU) San Bernardino. He is interested in the process of procurement, manu­

facturing, and delivery of everyday goods. Nga mainta ins a high level of excellence in his studies 

and has been on the Dean's List since the beginning of his college career. In the summer of 20 11, 

Nga worked as an intern for the Fuel Relief Fund to develop an emergency fuel relief program 

to prepare for natural d isasters in the Inland Empire of southern California. He a lso volun­

teers at the Leonard Transporta tion Center where he helps organize conferences and outreach 

progra ms. J ga serves on CSU's Student Union Board of Directors for the Finance Committee, 

Contracts Committee, and the Commercia l Services Committee. 

Nga is currently fin ishing school and will be attend ing the United State Air Force Reserves in 

the summer to further his education in tra nsportation and logistics. He hopes to ga in essentia l 

milita ry skil ls that a re tra nsferable to a civi lian management position. 

The VVilliam and Ba rbara Leonard Transportation Center is proud to nominate Nga Lam as 

its 20 I I Outstand ing Student of the Year. 
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Lisa Larsen 
Texas A&M University 

Tl1e Transportation Center for Mobrlrtv 

A U ta h na tive, Lisa Larsen completed her bachelor of science in civil a nd environmenta l 

engineering at Brigham Young U niversity in 2009. She earned her master of science in 

civil engineering from Texas A&M University in August 20 11 with a perfect 4.0 GPA. She 

is continuing her studies in the civ il engineering PhD program at Texas A&M with a focus 

on transportation engineering. Her record of academic excellence in her undergraduate and 

graduate career is evidenced by more than eight scholarships, fellowships, a nd assistantships. 

She is a lso a member of Tau Beta Pi, Golden Key, and Phi Kappa Phi Honor Societies. 

Lisa's research ski lls were developed through her master's thesis work, which considered the 

equity impacts of a possible change from the Texas state gas ta x to a vehicle miles traveled fee. 

T his work was funded through Texas T ra nsportation lnstitute's UTC programs. In September, 

Lisa presented results of this work at a Ports-to-Plains Alliance Conference in Sa n Angelo, 

Texas. She is scheduled to present results of this work at the Transportation Research Board 

Annua l Meeting. Lisa is currently pre paring a related j ournal article fo r peer review. 

In add ition to her academic pursuits, Lisa has been actively involved in the community and has 

served in a leadership capacity for severa l professional organizations. She currently serves as an 

Aggie Ambassador, and is the vice president for Outreach in the Texas A&M Student Chapter 

of the Institute of Transportation Engineers. Lisa was recently elected by her peers to serve as 

the 20 12 chapter president. She also tutors elementary school students in mathematics, a nd 

plays the clarinet. 

On the basis of her academic merit and numerous awa rds and distinctions, the Transportation 

Center for l'vlobility is pleased to select Lisa Lar en as its 201 1 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Jonathan Maddison 
University of Vermont 

Un1vers1ty T1 anspo1 tat1on Center 

In September 2009,J onatha n Maddison bega n pursuing a master's degree in public 

administration at the University of Vermont (UVM), after completing a bachelor's degree in 

community a nd internationa l development in 2009. D uring his studies,J onatha n worked 

as a research ass ista nt at the Tra nsportation Resea rch C enter where his primary a rea of 

experti e was in transportation policy. 

As a UTC Scholar,J onatha n's research focused broad ly on the social construction of knowl­

edge around transportat ion policy issues. He worked closely with his research advisor, Dr. 

Richard Watts to conduct novel resea rch applying political science and media theories to 

understand how transportation issues a re fra med in the nationa l news media. T he research 

resulted in two journa l a rticles for which J onathan is the lead author. T he first paper is titled 

"Source Diversity in News Media Coverage of Motor Vehicle Emissions 2000-2008'' and the 

second "T he Technology Fix as a Frame in Media Debates about Tailpipe Emissions.'' 

In addition to his research work,J onathan independently partnered with the American Pain 

Foundat ion on a policy project to study traffic sa fety a nd the use of pain med ications. The 

study focused on obstacles a nd solutions for driving dependency for those requi ring medication 

due to severe pain. After g radua tion J onathan will pursue a career in community development 

and policy advocacy. 

T he University T ransporta tion Cemer at UVM is pleased to selectjonathan Maddison as its 

20 11 O utstand ing Student of the Year. 
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Justin Messina 
University of Rhode Island 

URI Transportation Center 

J ustin !Vlessina is a master of science candidate in systems and industrial engineer ing focusing 

on transportation systems.J ustin's journey toward transportation-related study began with 

his senior year proj ect that earned 3rd place honors for the Federa l Aviation Administration 

Design Competition for Universities. Following this success, in summer of 2010Justin joined 

the project, " Pilot Study for Integrating Simula tion into R hode Island Teen Driver Education,·· 

sponsored by the University of Rhode Island T ransportation Center (U R IT C) which involved 

the UR ITC driving simulato r. 

Since November 20 10,J ustin has worked under the supervision of Dr.J yh-Hone ·wang on the 

project, ·'Studying the Bottleneck Issue at Work Zones and Assessing the Effectiveness of a 

Portable Dynamic Lane Merging System in Promoting Zip Merging Behavior."' The proj ect is 

co-sponsored by the URITC and the Rhode Island Depa rtment of Transportation. 

Justin presented a poster at the UTC Spotlight Conference in Washington, DC in September 

20 11. He will a lso be presenting, '·Assessing the Message Design on Va riable Message Signs 

in Mitigating the Bottleneck Issues at Work Zones,'· at the Transportation Research Board 

Annual Meeting inJ anuary. Because of his research accomplishments,J ustin was awarded a 

Transportation Fellowship by the New England University Transportation Center. 

The URI Transportation Center is proud to selectJustin Messina as its 201 I Outstanding 

Student of the Year. 



42 

Cortney Mild 
University of Oregon 

Oregon Transportation and Education Researcl1 Center 10TREC1 

Cortney Mild is currently pursuing her master's degree at the University of Oregon (UO ). 

In her first yea r al the University of Oregon's Master of Community and Regional Planning 

program, Mi ld led LiveMove·s monthly speaker series. In her second year at the university, he 

is serving as LiveMove's president. She has disting uished herself academically in the classroom 

and beyond. In the summer of 2011 , Cortney participated in a U O Study Abroad course in 

Amsterdam and then completed an internship with the Dutch consulting firm, Goudappel 

Coffeng 1ha1 specia lizes in bicycle a nd pedestrian facility design. 

Mild's thesis resea rch is examining the mecha ni ms by which internationa l study tours influ­

ence domestic practice in the area of bicycle a nd pedestria n planning. M ild graduated from the 

University of Utah with a bachelor of fine a rts in balle t and performed as a professional da ncer 

before choosing to a 11end UO for a g raduate degree in planning. 

On the basis of her academ ic merit and i111eres1 in bicycle a nd pedestria n planning, the Oregon 

Transporta tion and Education Resea rch Center is pleased 10 select Cortney Mild as its 20 11 

Outstanding Stude111 of the Year. 
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Theodore D. Minch 
University of Southern California 

National Center fo, Metropolitan T, ansportat,on Researcl1 (M ETRANSJ 

Theodore Minch has always been fascinated with transportation. As a youngster, his parents 

took him to the ai rport to watch aircraft ta ke off and la nd. Thal interest still persists as Teddy 

is currently a g raduate student a t the University of Southern Cali forn ia (USC) School of Policy, 

Planning, and Development conducting empirical infrastructure finance research. Teddy 

first discovered the infrastructu re finance field during his junior year while studying abroad in 

London, where he began multi-year independent research on comparative airport benchmark­

ing and performance analysis. While at USC, Teddy has broadened his research focus from 

a irport a nd aviation economics to include analytica l a nd technical research in high speed rail, 

public-private partnerships, and the implementation of alternative infrastructure financing. 

His current research includes work identifying pre-implementation success metr ics for public­

private partnerships, as observed across a dataset of 100 globa l transportation public-private 

partnerships. T he current national transportation and infrastructure finance climate presems 

a unique set of cha llenges and opportunities. Teddy greatly looks forward to applying his 

research expert ise a nd passion for the field upon graduation from USC in May. 

On the basis of his academic achievement and the breadth of his research work, the National 

Center for Metropolitan Transportation Research is pleased to select Theodore D. Minch as its 

20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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James E. Mooradian 
University of Connecticut 

Connecticut Trans po, tat,on Institute 

J a mes M ooradian is a g raduate student at the University of Connecticut, where he received h is 

bachelor of science in civi l eng ineering. He is currently pursuing his master of science in trans­

portation engineering and a nticipates completing a second master of science in statistics. 

J a mes' current area of research is in statistical ana lysis and modeling of traffic safety operation, 

with a focus on trends in senior crash severity. His research involves determining the extent 

and impacts of the relative risk of senim· drivers involved in more severe accidents, as well as 

propo ing a potential new procedure for accurate crash severity modeling. 

On the basis of his academic accomplishments a nd research work in the area of statistical 

analysis and modeling, the Connecticut Transportat ion Institute is proud to selectJames 

Moorad ian as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Nathan P. Muncy 
Missouri University of Science and Technology 

Tl1e Center for Transportation Inf, astructure and Safety (CTIS) 

Nathan Muncy received a bachelor of science in civil engineering with cum laude honors 

from the Missouri University of Science and Technology (Missouri S&T ) in December 2010 

and is expected to graduate from Missouri S&T with a master's degree in civil engineering 

in May 2012. 

During his undergraduate studies, Nathan was a member of the M issouri S&T chapters of the 

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) and the American Concrete Institute (ACI). He 

was a lso highly involved in the Missouri S&T Steel Bridge Team as a leader and coordinator 

of bridge fabrication. Additionally, l athan was a member of the Concrete Canoe Mix Design 

Team where he served two years as the lead mix designer. Nathan a lso completed a a tiona l 

Science Foundation (NSF) supported O UR E that studied the long-term in-situ bond behavior 

of externally bonded carbon fiber reinforced polymer (CFRP) laminates that were subjected 

to eight years of field conditioning. This work has added important field data lo a very limited 

database on in-situ FRP strengthened bridges. 

As a graduate student, 1athan studied the field performance of three bridge approach sla b 

designs including a new most cost-effective and innovative prestressed-precast approach slab 

design. The research evalua ted the field performance of bridge approach slabs including the 

deflection and rotation based on static and dynamic load testing. This work has been spon­

sored by the Missouri Depa rtment of T ransportation (MoDOT) and the NUTC at Missouri 

S&T. Nathan has a lso continued to document the fie ld behavior ofFR P strengthened bridges 

throughout Missouri, creating a database ofCFRP bond behavior under varied environmental 

and mechanical conditioning. 

Nathan was selected as the 20 11 Outstanding Missouri S&T U T C Student of the Year for 

his outstanding academic performance, the technical merit and national importance of his 

research, as well as his service to the Missouri S&T campus and surrounding community. 
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Rodney Neely 
George Mason University 

Cente1 for Transportation and Econo1rnc Development 

Rodney Neely is pursuing a master's degree in tra nsportation policy, operations, and logistics 

a t the School of Public Policy at George Mason University. He currently holds a n MBA from 

George Mason University, a g raduate certificate in procurement and contract management 

from the University of Virginia, a nd a bachelor of art from James Madison University. 

Rodney, who is himself blind, has extensive experience working on transportation services for 

the blind a nd visua lly impaired. H e has served as state liaison between a Virginia network 

of public transportation providers and the National Federation of the Blind in Virginia on 

issues rela ted to both fixed-route and paratra nsit systems. Rela ted service includes ma naging 

cha llenges to eligibility rulings for Metro Access for paratransit serv ices. Rodney served as a 

contract specialist from 2002-2009 in the U.S. Envi ronmenta l Protection Agency, the Veterans 

Administration, and the Department of the Interior. 

As testified to by his classroom instructors, Rodney is an exempla ry student in George Mason's 

transportation master·s degree progra m. He has been called "conscientious" and " tenacious," 

and one professor says, "He participates fu lly in class discussions and asks sa lient questions." 

The Center for Tra nsporta tion a nd Economic Development is pleased to select Rodney Neely 

as its 2011 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Robin O'Hara 
San Jose State University 

M1neta Transportation Institute 

Robin O 'Ha ra works as a Ma rketing and Communications Manager for the LA Metro transit 

system. Robin is involved with helping to reduce how often Southern Cali fornians use their 

automobiles. She is able to achieve success with campaigns that have just enough LA "attitude'· 

to stand out aga inst the onslaught of cross-purposed media with which Los Angeles residents 

are bombarded each day. 

Recently, th ree of Robin's campa igns were recognized with first place honors a t the 20 11 

American Public Transporta tion Association (APTA) Conference. She has helped gain 

recognition for LA Metro by winning awards not only in tra nsporta tion-based contests, but 

a lso in genera l ma rketing competitions aga inst commercia l g ia nts such as Ma ttel and Ford. 

As a student, Robin has excelled in every aspect of the Master of Science in T ransportation 

i'vlanagement Program, maintaining a near-perfect GPA. As the mother of a son with a genetic 

syndrome, Robin put both career a nd education on hold in order to care for her child, a nd 

is grateful for the opportunity to return. She plans to use her education in tra nsportation 

ma nagement to help influence mindsets, alter behaviors, a nd transform lives with innovative 

solutions to our nation's transportation problems. 

T he M ineta Transportation Institute is very pleased to nominate Robin O 'Ha ra as its 2011 

Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Nicole Oneyear 
Iowa State University 

Midwest Transportation Consortium 

A native of Dubuque, Iowa, Nicole Oneyea r is a fi rst year PhD student in civil engineering at 

Iowa State University. She a lso received her bachelor's and master's degrees in civil engineer­

ing from Iowa State University in May 2009 and August 201 I, respectively. 1icole has worked 

under Dr. Shauna Ha llmark at the Institute for Transportat ion since May 2008 and has been 

supported th rough the M idwest Transportation Consortium since August 2009. She has been 

president of the Student Chapter ofI TE, a well as a young member of the Transporta tion 

R esearch Board Traffic a nd Law Enforcement Committee since 2010. Nicole was awarded an 

E isenhower Fellowship for 2010-201 I a nd received a n Iowa State University Dean's Fellowship 

for 20 I 1-20 I 2. 

1icole was selected for th is award because she exemplifies the type of students who will make 

a d ifference in the tra nsportation profession. Nicole has been productive in publishing papers 

and contributing to numerous re ea rch projects, and she has also been involved in several 

efforts to promote tra nsporta tion as a career to young women. 

The M id west Transporta tion Consortium is pleased to select 1icole O neyear as its 201 1 

Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Brian Pailes 
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

Center to, ACl\'anced lnf1astructu1e and T1anspo1tat1on (CAITJ 

Brian Pailes is a PhD candidate a l the School of Engineer ing at Rutgers, T he State University 

of New J ersey, Bria n's d issertation is on the combination of different nondestructive techniques 

(NDT) to belier cha racter ize damage of rein forced concrete bridge decks. 

Bria n·s research involves using NOT like g round penetrating radar, impact echo, half-cell 

potentials, electrical resistivity, and surface wave testing on reinforced concrete structures a nd 

combining the data in order to belier detect concrete degradation, By using the strengths of 

each test method and combing the data, a more reliable and deta iled evaluation ca n be deter­

mined. Brian has performed nondestructive eva luation (NOE) on many di fferent types of bridge 

structures th roughout the United States. He has a lso been study ing the effectiveness of br idge 

deck overlays in preventing water from penetrating into the deck below. Brian is using several 

different kinds of embedded sensors a nd nondestructive sensors to determine the moisture 

content of a bridge deck and the overlay and how the moisture is changing with time. 

Brian has been working on several projects including, FHWA Long-Term Bridge Performa nce 

Program, NIST 's Automated ondestructive Eva luation and Rehabilitat ion System. and the 

SHRP2 1 ondestructive Testing to Identi fy Concrete Bridge Deck Deterioration. 

In recognition of his outstanding academic per formance, the technica l merit of his resea rch 

topic a nd his service to the university community, the Center fo r Advanced Infrastructure a nd 

Transpor tation is pleased to select Brian Pailes as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Yea r. 
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Scott Parr 
Louisiana State University 

G,ilf Coast Cente, fo, Evacuation and T1anspo1tat1on Res1l1enc~ 

Scott Parr's research career began after he received a n undergraduate Depa rtment of Homeland 

Security Summer Research Internship on urban evacuations. Upon completion, he worked as a 

resea rch assistalll at the Center fo r l lllermodal Transportation Safety and Security located at 

Florida Atla nt ic University. Scott later welll on to receive a n I n1ernational Study Abroad 

Internship, traveling to Cologne. Germa ny to conduct research on Fi rst Responders a nd 

T ransit Disasters. When Scott returned 10 the U.S., he sta rted his master of science at Florida 

Atlantic Univer ity in tra nsportation engineering. 

Scott has worked on severa l projects related 10 no-notice urba n evacuation. He now conducts 

resea rch at the Gulf Coast Center fo r Evacuation a nd Transportation Resiliency at Louisiana 

State University, while working to complete his PhD in tra nsportation engi neering. Ea rlier th is 

yea r, Scott spoke at the Depa rtmelll of Homela nd Security Annua l Summit and the Technolo­

gies for Crit ical Incident Prepa redness Conference. These meetings gave Scoll the opportunity 

to sha re with practitioners the currelll s1a1e-of-1he-a rt in modeling emergency events. Scott has 

engaged in a full cour e load while writing two papers for the 9 1st T ransportation Research 

Board Annua l Meeting. 

On the basis if his superior work a nd excellent performa nce, the Gulf Coast Center fo r 

Evacuation and Transportation Resiliency is proud to select Scott Par r as its 2011 

O utsta nding Studem of the Year. 
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Jeffrey C. Peters 
Purdue University 

NEXTRANS Center (Region 5\ 

J eff Peters is currently pursuing a master of science in economics a nd a PhD in tra nsportation 

engineering and infrastructure systems at Purdue U niversity. He received a bachelor of science 

in aerospace engineering from the University of Michigan in 2008, a fter which he worked for 

two years with Northrop Grumman Space Technology. His research interests include public 

policy, infrastructure policy, infrastructure resiliency, sustainability, energy security, nat iona l 

securit y, and system-of-systems. 

In addition to his studies, J effactively pursues opportunities to become involved in h is commu­

nity. Prior to attending Purdue, J eff worked with the Los Angeles city government to address 

infrastructure issues as a n auxilia ry member of the American Society of Civil Engineers· 

(ASCE) Metro Los Angeles Branch (MLAB). Currently, J eff ma inta ins steady involvement in 

outreach activities in the Purdue and Greater La fayette area. Most recently, he volunteered 

as a session cha ir and judge for a summer undergraduate research symposium, judged an 

elementa ry and midd le school science fa ir, and addressed the need for informed policyma king 

as a graduate mentor for an undergraduate engineering team. J eff a lso founded two different 

organizations at Purdue ded ica ted to connecting students, faculty, and staff with simila r inter­

ests a nd goa ls across d isciplines. As part of one of these organizations, he raised over $12,000 

a nd has secured several high-profi le speakers to bring T EDx (Technology, Enterta inment, a nd 

Design) events to Purdue to help foster commercia lization of university research. 

J eff was selected for this award because of his technical vision, passion for mentorship, leader­

ship in fostering interdisciplina ry collaboration, a nd professional achievements in the field of 

sustainable transportation a nd its linkage to energy and policy. The NEXTRANS Center is 

pleased to nominateJ effrey Peters as its 2011 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Tara Rodrigues 
University of South Florida 

National Center for Tr ansrt Researct1 

Since 2009. Ta ra Rodrigues has been a g raduate research assistant at the Center for Urban 

Transportation Research (CUTR) at the University of South Florida (USF). While working 

at CUTR, she completed a bachelor of science in civil engineering and successfully passed 

the Funda mentals of Engineering Licen ure Exam. In 2008, Tara was awarded the Keith A. 

Crawford Transportation Scholarship, which is sponsored by the Tampa Bay Chapter of the 

Institute of Transportation Engineers. 

Tara is current ly a graduate student pursuing a master's degree in civil engineering. She hopes 

to enter the workforce as an engineering professiona l at a tale depanment of transportation 

a fter she graduates in May. Recently, Ta ra played a major role in collecting, prepa ring, a nd 

summarizing data used in a lationa l Center fo r Transit Research project titled "Improving 

Value of Travel T ime Savings Estimation for More Effective T ransponation Project Eva lu­

ation." She also worked on an eva luation of the Los Angeles O range Line bus rapid transit 

(BRT) system and gained significant expertise with the National Transit Database (NTD) 

by collecting and compiling annual NTD data fo r each reporting tra nsit agency in Flor ida. 

These data a re used in the a nnua l Florida Transit Ha ndbook and for o ther ongoing technical 

assistance to the Florida DOT. 

As a Professional Engineer, Ta ra hopes to work and continue to collaborate with her peers 

to research innovative ways to improve our nation's infrastructure, help create a susta inable 

world, a nd enhance the globa l qua lity of life. The Nationa l Center for Transit Research is 

proud to select Tara Rodr igues as its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Kaveh Farokhi Sadabadi 
University of Maryland 

Center for Integrated Transpor tatron Systems Management (CITSMJ 

Kaveh Sadabadi is a PhD candidate studying transportation in the Civil and Environmen-

tal Engineering Department at the University of Maryland. He holds two master's degrees in 

transportation planning and engineering from the University of Texas at Arlington and Sharif 

U niversity ofTechnology. H is main a reas of interest are vehicular traffic operations, freeway and 

a rterial traffic monitoring, a nd control. In the past few years, Kaveh has submitted his work to 

the Transporta tion Network Modeling (ADB30) a nd Traffic Flow Theory (AHB45) committees 

of the T ransportation Research Board (TRB). He has given severa l presentations at the TRB 

annua l meetings and his work has been published in Transportation Research Record. 

Recently, K aveh has focused his studies on dynamic vehicular traffic modeling, data fusion, 

a nd traffic estimation in the context of short-term travel time prediction. He has developed a 

systematic framework a nd model to incorporate travel time da ta into traffic estimation process. 

Since 2008, Kaveh has been actively involved in developing relevant guidelines and a lgorithms 

for innovative traffic monitoring technologies such as Bluetooth signature matching. 

The Center for Integrated Transportation Systems Management is pleased to select K aveh 

Farokhi Sadabadi as its 20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Katayoun Salamati 
North Carolina State University 

Cente1 fo1 Transportation and t11e Environment 1CTE) 

Katayoun (Katy) Salamati is currently enrolled in the transportation engineering PhD progra m 

a t North Carolina Stale University. She is leading an effort to formulate a research progra m lo 

identify, quantify, and mitigate r isk 10 bl ind and low-vision pedestria ns when negotia ting 

complex intersections. 

Katy's current research focuses on developing surrogate measures for risk identification, as well 

as assessing mitigation strategies. In the past two years, she contributed to two highly visib le 

national resea rch proj ects, specifica lly NCH RP 3-78 A on "Crossing Solutions for Blind 

Pedestrians a t Roundabouts a nd High Speed Turn La nes," a nd the Na tiona l Eye Institute 

Study NE! RO I EY 12894 on " Blind Pedestrian C rossings at Complex Intersections.'· 

Ironically, these accessibility problems have emerged as a result of the wider implementation of 

modern roundabouts in the U.S., which have maintained a good safety record for vehicles. These 

traffic structures have a lso presented a cha lleng ing acoustical environment for bl ind pedestrians. 

Katy's research included close collaboration with non-engineers in the field of blind and low­

vision, orientat ion a nd mobility specialists, a nd subjects of va rious visua l acuities. She was able 

to navigate this complex and new field with determination and an excellent scientific focus. 

R ecently, Katy led the drafting of a resea rch paper tit led, "Development a nd Implementation 

of a Conn ict-Based Assessment of Pedestrian Safety (CAPS)," which earned high praise and 

an invitation to present the paper a t the 9 1'' Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research 

Board (T RB). The paper was a lso accepted for publication in an upcoming Transportation 

Research Record j ournal ofTRB. 

K aty's work has included extensive field observational studies as well as the use of an on-campus 

driving simulator to evaluate different treatment options for improving roundabout accessibility. 

Katy also worked on simulating different roundabout designs and treatments in the simulator and 

measured drivers' compliance with these strategies. T he results of Katy's work are documented 

in a research paper titled, "Simulator Study of D river Responses to Pedestrian Treatments at 

Multilane Roundabouts," which has been accepted for presentation al the T RB Annual Meeting 

in J anuary. 

T he Center for Transportation and the Environment is pleased to select K aty Sala mati as its 

2011 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Brie Salmons 
Western Carolina University 

Nick J. Ral1all Appalacll1an Transportation Institute 

Brie Salmons recently completed a master's degree in project management at Western 

Carolina University. H er prima ry focus as a full-time graduate student a nd project ma nager 

a t the Ra ha ll Tra nsportat ion Institute (RT!) was on managing multimodal transportation 

research programs a nd projects. From developing scopes 10 overseeing schedules and budgets, 

Brie works closely with principal investigators to ensure tra nsportation projects a re delivered 

within the project"s constraints. 

Brie has been instrumental in developing RTI ·s livable and susta inable transpor tation 

initiatives, specifica lly with the creation of a n extensive bicycle and pedestria n trai l system 

in Huntington, \,Vest Virg inia. By using her experience with alternate transportation systems 

a nd knowledge obtained through her master·s degree, Brie has provided guidance for the 

development of a project management plan being used to develop an alternative tra nspor tation 

corridor similar to Hunting ton's system. 

Kim Baker, Administrat ive O perations Officer at RT! rema rked, " Brie's professionalism and 

leadership has been proven over and over. She has worked diligently to test and investigate 

existing project management soft ware packages ava ilable on the ma rket, a nd then recom­

mends a nd implements the chosen tool at RTI." Ba ker continued, '·She is highly mot ivated 

and very much a team player." 

The Nickj. Ra ha ll Appa lachian Transportation Institute is pleased to select Brie Salmons as 

its 20 11 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Ethan Skaggs 
The University of Memphis 

Center for Inter modal Freight Transportation Studies 

Ethan Skaggs received a bachelor of science in civil engineering from the U niversity of 

Memphis in 2009 and is a 2012 candidate for a master of cience in civil engineer ing. 

He held an internship with the engineering firm Smith Seckman Reid, Inc. where he was 

responsible for conducting traffic impact studies (TIS) and preparing transportation plan­

ning reports (T PR). 

As an undergraduate, Ethan's interests focused on school safety and Safe Routes to School 

projects. As a g raduate student, his primary focus has been rail safety, as well as modeling and 

simulation of traffic networks. Ethan was a principal cont ributor to a research proj ect titled, 

·'Evalua ting the Establishment of Quiet Zones: A Memphis Case Study." He demonstrated 

leadership on this project by being responsible for prepa ring a comprehensive review of the 

literatu re and practice on quiet zones and di recting data collection connected. 

Etha n is currently completing his master's thesis on the topic, '·Improving H ighway-Ra il 

Grade Crossing Accident Prediction Methods by Using Localized Data Sets.'· This resea rch 

is being conducted for the Tennessee Depa rtment of Transportation (TDOT). The results of 

this project will be used in establishing priorities for TDOT to invest in g rade crossing safety 

improvements. Etha n expects to complete this work and graduate in May 2012. 

Ethan Skaggs was selected as the 201 I Outstanding Student of the Year by the Center for 

Intermodal Freight T ransportation Studies because of his academic achievements a nd his 

leadership on research conducted by the center. 
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Wilson Smith 
Kansas State University 

Kansas State Un1ve1 s1tv Transpo1 tat1on Center 

Origina lly from Independence, Missouri, Wilson Smith earned his bachelor of science in civil 

engineering from Kansas State Un iversity in December 2009. Shortly thereafter, he began 

working on his master·s degree in geotechnical engineering. Wilson·s research involves inves­

tigating the feasibility of calcium lignosulfonate (lignin) as a soi l stabilizer for unpaved roads. 

The research addressing early age treng ths oflignin-sand mixes has just been completed. 

\,Vi lson·s research, which is currently underway, will provide a n assessment of the feasibility of 

lignin use. This will be accomplished by a llowing specimens to dry in a controlled tempera­

ture and humidity environment. Wilson's research has been featured in the Capitol Graduate 

Research Summit in Topeka, Ka nsas. \,Vi Ison has also been a n advisor a nd participant in 

the American Society of C ivil Engineers Regiona l Conference Geotechnical Competit ion at 

Kansas State. 

On the basis of his academic achievement and ASCE Regiona l Conference body of resea rch 

work in soil stabiliza tion for roadways, the K a nsas Sta te University Transportation Center is 

pleased to select Wilson Smith as its 201 I Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Scott Sorensen 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

M1d-A111er1ca Transpor tat1on Center tMATC) Region 7 

Scott Sorensen is currently pursuing dua l degrees in transportation engineer ing and regional 

and community planning at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He was awarded the 1U 

Regents Scholarship as an outstanding undergraduate student, receiving a full tu ition waiver 

for his degree program. Scott has been actively involved in student chapters of Chi Epsilon, 

the Institute of T ransportation Engineers, and is a member of the ASCE Concrete Canoe 

team. Scott also participated in severa l study abroad opportunities in Pola nd, Italy, and Egypt. 

As a M id-America Transportation Center (MATC) undergraduate researcher, Scou collected 

field data for a 1ebraska Department of Roads project that investigated the possible safety risks 

of broken-back curves. H e also modeled single and dual-lane roundabouts using M icroStation 

for use in the Nebraska Driver·s Manua l. 

His research as a graduate student has focused on the modeling and optimization of freight 

networks. In addition to his research, Scott serves as a mentor for transportation engineering 

a fterschool programs at three midd le schools in Lincoln, Nebraska. The goal of these programs 

is to spark tudent ·s interest in transportation eng ineering and increase their awareness of career 

opportunities in the transporta tion field. Beginning in April 2012, Scott will serve on the 

T ra nsportat ion Research Board Commiuee on Public Transportation Marketi ng and 

Fare Po licy. 

The Mid-America Transportation Center is pleased to nominate Scou Sorensen as its 2011 

Outstanding Student of the Yea r. 
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Ben Sperry 
Texas A&M University 

Soutl1west Region Un1ve1 s1ty T1 anspo1 tat1on Cente, 1SWL, TCJ Region 6 

Ben Sperry is a graduate researcher in the Multimodal Freight Transportation Division at the 

Texas Tra nsportation Institute (TTI). Currently a PhD candidate in the Zachry Department 

of Civil Engineering at Texas A&M University, Ben will graduate with a doctorate in civil 

engineering in May 2012. The title of his dissertation is "Development of Improved Traveler 

Survey Methods for High-Speed Intercity Passenger Rai l Pla nning." A native of Springfield , 

Illinois, he received his bachelor's degree in civil engineer ing from the University of Evansville 

(India na) in 2006. Ben earned his master's degree in civil engineer ing from Texas A&M 

in 2008. 

Developing and ana lyzing rail passenger survey data, Ben·s resea rch focuses on understanding 

how existing passenger rail lines contribute to mobility and economic development in intercity 

corridors. He is active in Texas A&M's Student Chapter of the Institute of T ransportation 

Engineers (!TE) a nd has received numerous awards and recognition for his academic endeavors. 

Ben was selected as the Southwest Region U niversity T ra nsportation Center 2011 Outsta nding 

Student of the Year in recognition of his exempla ry performance in academics, research qua l­

ity and productivit y, and leadership activities. 
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Moses Tefe 
The University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa 

Unive1 sit, T1 ansportat1on Center fo1 A.labama 

Moses Kwame Tefe is currently a PhD student in civil/transportation engineering at the 

University of Alabama. Moses graduated from Kwame Nkrumah University of Science 

and Technology, G hana injune 1992. Upon graduation, he worked with a civil eng ineering 

consulting firm in Ghana until O ctober 2002. He won a Netherlands Government sponsored 

scholarship that enabled him to travel to the Netherlands to pursue a master of science in civil 

eng ineering. After receiving his master's degree, he returned 10 his former employer where he 

worked until 2006. Soon after, Moses received a Research Assistantship at the University of 

Alabama, where he has worked on a variety of topics ranging from school bus seat belt safety to 

intercity bus service. 

Mo es currently works as a teaching assista nt, instructing students in traffic engineering and 

geometric design software, and eng ineering surveying. Reviewers for the UTC Student of the 

Year Award were highly impressed with Moses· work on a Nationa l Science Foundation GK-12 

Fellowship that he won in 20 11. For that proj ect, Moses developed a module that will enhance 

the teaching of science a nd engineering in the elementary education system in a west Alabama 

school district. 

T he University T ransportation Center for A labama is pleased to nominate Moses Tefe as its 

2011 Outstand ing Studem of the Year. 



61 

Khatereh Vaghefi 
Michigan Technological University 

Un1ve1 sit, Transpo1 tat1on Cente1 fo1 

Mate11als i1' Sustainable T1anspo1tat1on Infrastructure (UTC-M1STI) 

Khatereh Vaghefi is a PhD student and graduate research assistant at Michigan Technological 

University. She completed her ma ter of science in structural engineering at Newcastle University, 

United Kingdom in 2009 a nd her bachelor·s degree in civil engineering in her home country of 

I ran. Khatereh"s current research is part of a project titled '·Bridge Condition Assessment Using 

Remote Sensors,·· which is sponsored through the U .S. DOT Research and Innovative Technol­

ogy Administration (RITA). She is working with her advisor, Dr. Tess Ahlborn, and a research 

team at Michigan Technologica l University to enhance current bridge inspection practices. As 

part of this research, Khatereh is evaluating commercial remote sensors for bridge condition 

assessment and publishing the results in the ASCE Bridge Engineeringj ournal. 

Khatereh·s research is specifically focused on developing thermal infrared (IR) imagery 

technology, so that it may be adopted by transportation agencies to address challenge in 

bridge inspection practices. Her contribution will allow bridge inspectors to detect and quan­

tify subsurface defects which are not visible or detectable du ring a visual bridge inspection. 

Applying th is technology can enhance the current bridge inspection practice by speeding up 

the data collection process a nd reducing lane closures and traffic disruption over and under the 

bridge, as well as providing useful information for maintenance a nd repair decision making. 

Khatereh presented the results and progress of her study a t the Prestressed / Precast Concrete 

Institute (PCI) convention and the ational Bridge Conference in Salt Lake C ity, U tah in 

O ctober 201 I. Her paper was a l o published in the conference proceedings. 

O n the basis of her academic merit a nd important work in the area of bridge inspection practices, 

the University T ransportation Center for Materials in Sustainable Transportat ion Infrast ructure 

is pleased to nominate Khatera h Vaghefi as its 2011 Outstanding Student of the Year. 
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Jonathon Vivoda 
University of Michigan 

Tl1e M1ct11gan Center 101 Acll'anc1ng Safe Transportation 

tl1roughout tt1e Lifespan (M CASTL) 

J onathon Vivoda is curremly enrolled in the Health Behavior and Health Education (HBHE1 

departmem·s PhD program at the University of Michigan School of P ublic Health.Jonathon 

worked at the University of Michigan Transportation Research Institute (UMTRJ) between 

1998 and 2011 , and has been employed by the Michigan Center for Advancing Safe Trans­

portation throughout the Lifespan (M-CASTL) since its inception. While working for 

M-CASTL,J onathon served as the Progra m Coordinator and had primary responsibility 

for M-CASTL·s educational mission, as well as contributing to the technology tra nsfer and 

research missions of the center. 

J onathon earned a master of public hea lth in HBHE a nd a bachelor·s degree in psychology, 

both from the University of.Michigan. His research interests include age-related driving issues. 

motor vehicle occupant restra int system use, driver distract ion, the effects oflntelligem 

Transportation Systems (ITS) technology on driver behavior, a nd understanding motor 

vehicle crash trends. He is an expert in orga nizing and manag ing field data collection for 

occupant protection use surveys, and has developed methods of using hand-held electronic 

devices for collecting many types of field data.Jonathon is curremly a graduate student in­

structor fo r a course titled ··Research Methods in Psychology:· 

The Michigan Center for Advancing Safe Transportation throughout the Life pan is proud to 

nominateJ onathon Vivoda as its 201 I Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Dionne West 
Hampton University 

Eastern Seaboard lnte, modal Transpo, tat ion Appl1cat1ons Center (ESITAC) 

A native of Upper Ma rlboro, Maryland, Dionne West has excelled in her studies, over-coming 

a number of challenges since her freshma n year. She has persisted in her academic, ath letic, 

extracurricular, a nd professional endeavors, which make Dionne a model Ha mpton 

University student. 

Dionne is an outstanding person, student, and peer leader with great potentia l. She is well 

respected by facul ty, sta ff, a nd fellow students acros the Hampton U niversity campus. 

Dionne has a close, working relationship with her mentor a nd classroom professor, Dr. Sid 

Howard C redle. Wi thin the classroom, Dionne meets a nd exceeds the expectations of aca ­

demic achievement. 

Despite the rigorous course load associated with being a student in H a mpton University's five­

year MBA program, Dionne is a valued member of the v\lomen·s G olf Team. She also serves 

as the secretary for the Society of Business Professiona ls, president of the student chapter of the 

National Association of Securities Professionals, a nd is a research assistant in Dr. Credle's office 

helping to prepare for an Opportunity Funding corporation presentation in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Additiona lly, Dionne e1~oys pa rticipating in a va riety of community service initiatives around the 

Hampton Roads area, such as Gi rls, Inc., a nd the American Heart Association. 

The Eastern Seaboard Intermodal Transportation Applications Center is pleased to nominate 

Dionne West as its 20 11 Outsta nding Student of the Year. 
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Erica Wygonik 
University of Washington 

Transportation Nortl1west (T1ansNowJ Region 10 

Erica V\lygonik is pursuing a PhD in tra nsportation engineering in the Department of Civil 

and Environmenta l Engineering at the U niversity of\-Vashington. She is interested in the 

relationship bet ween la nd use, transportat ion, and modeling of complex systems. Er ica holds 

a master of science in eng ineering (tra nsportation) from the Univer ity of Washington, a bach­

elor's degree in engineering from the T hayer School of Engineering at Dartmouth College, 

and a bachelor of arts in cognitive science from Dartmouth College. 

Before matriculating at the University of Washington, Erica worked for Resource Systems Group, 

Inc., a transportation and environmenta l engineering consulting fi rm based in Vermont. As a 

Senior Associate at R SG, Inc. she led the Microsimulation and Traffic O perations practice areas. 

Erica is a licensed professional engineer. She was selected for this award by the TransNow faculty 

for her outstand ing academic record, participation in CEE depa rtment activities, a nd overa ll 

promise as a futu re faculty member in tra nsportation engineering. 

Because of her outstanding academic record and interest in the area of urban goods movement 

and livability, Transportation orthwest is proud to select Erica Wygonik as it 201 1 O utstanding 

Student of the Year. 






