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Today’s Agenda
Helping communities access the tools needed to thrive! 

• DOT Resources to Support Rural and Tribal Communities

• Walk through DOT’s Discretionary Grant Tool

• Spotlight on FHWA’s PROTECT, Wildlife Crossing Program, 
and Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Program Notices 
of Funding Opportunity

• Updates to the DOT Navigator

The recording and slides 
from today’s webinar will be 

posted to the USDOT 
Navigator this week!

Please use the Q&A box to 
submit your questions. We 

will get to as many as 
possible at the end of the 

webinar.

May 2023 USDOT Navigator Webinar 2



Today’s Speakers

Shailen Bhatt, 
FHWA 
Administrator

Michael Close, 
Transportation 
Policy Analyst, 
USDOT

Christopher Coes, 
Assistant Secretary 
for Transportation 
Policy, USDOT 

Mariia 
Zimmerman, 
Strategic Advisor 
for Technical 
Assistance and 
Community 
Solutions, USDOT 
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The ROUTES Initiative
The Rural Opportunities to Use Transportation for Economic Success (ROUTES) Initiative aims to address 
disparities in rural transportation infrastructure and improve safety and economic competitiveness nationwide.

T h e  R O U T E S  I n i t i a t i v e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o …

Engage Rural Communities through a series of events to better understand the needs and 
priorities of rural communities and collect essential data from stakeholders representing 
different communities, groups, workers, and industries to identify solutions. 

Harmonize DOT Programs to implement rural policy by establishing the ROUTES Council 
to lead and coordinate Departmental activities to implement BIL and better align new and 
existing funding, financing, and technical assistance programs with the needs of rural and 
Tribal communities. 

Utilize a Whole-of-Government Approach by partnering with other rural-focused Federal 
agencies such as DOE, DOI, and USDA to expand DOT’s presence in rural America, better 
promote DOT’s resources to their customers, and capitalize on synergies between Federal 
funding programs.
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USDOT’s Rural EV Infrastructure Toolkit
Charging Forward: A Toolkit for Planning and Funding Rural Electric Mobility Infrastructure

TA B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S
• Electric Vehicle Basics
• Benefits and Challenges of Rural 

Vehicle Electrification
• Partnership Opportunities
• EV Infrastructure Planning for Rural 

Areas
• EV Infrastructure Funding and 

Financing for Rural Areas

I N C L U D E S …
• Grant and loan opportunities
• Planning tools and resources
• Rural success stories

U P D AT E D  M AY  2 0 2 3  [ N E W ]
• Stakeholder feedback
• Expanded content

o Tribal communities
o Transit vehicles
o School buses
o Micromobility
o Accessible design

• New funding programs, including the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law (BIL)

o National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Formula Program ($5 billion)

o Charging and Fueling Infrastructure 
Discretionary Grant Program ($2.5 billion)

o Clean School Bus Program ($5 billion)
Scan the QR 
code! 
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dashboard

Visit the Dashboard!
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What is the DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard?

• The Dashboard provides an 
overview of discretionary grant 
opportunities for transportation 
infrastructure.

• The Dashboard was developed to 
help communities utilize the 
upcoming Rural Grant Applicant 
Toolkit but is a resource for any 
type of community.

• The Toolkit helps 
potential applicants in 
identifying and navigating 
discretionary opportunities 
for rural transportation projects.
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Contents
Searchable database of USDOT and non-USDOT transportation related discretionary grants.

H I G H L I G H T S
• 90+ grant programs
• Covers DOT and Non-DOT Agencies

• 8 DOT Agencies
• 10+ Non-DOT Agencies

• Multiple search filters
• Customized features for Rural and Tribal 

communities
• Save results as Excel csv file
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard
Details of some of the searchable fields

E l i g i b l e  A p p l i c a n t s
• State Governments

• Local Governments

• U.S. Territories

• Federally Recognized Tribes and Affiliated 
Organizations

• Planning and Project Organizations

• Transportation Providers and Operators

• Academic and Research Institutions

• Job Training Applicants

• Private-Sector Applicants

• Nonprofits

E l i g i b l e  A c t i v i t i e s
• Planning

• Construction

• Equipment & Materials

• Operations & Maintenance

• Technology Demonstrations and Deployment

• Technical Assistance, Workforce Development, & 
Training/Education

• Research & Development

• Climate & Sustainability

• Accessibility

• Security
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Grant Pages
Search results will display links to individual grant summary pages. 

• Brief summary
• Current status
• Eligible applicants, activities, and 

transportation types
• Most recent annual program amount and 

individual award amount
• Match waiver and applicant match 

requirement 
• Links to Grants.gov page and additional 

information
• Eligibility, Funding, and Contact Information
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USDOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Example

City government looking for roadway funding opportunities for planning

• Eligible applicant: “Local 
Government”

• Transportation Type: “Roadway”
• Eligible Activities: “Planning”
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Example

Non-profit interested in funding for equipment and materials on a roadway project

• Eligible Applicants: “Non-profit”
• Eligible Activities: “Equipment and 

Materials”
• Transportation Type: “Roadway”
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Example
Tribal government interested in funding for a railway project with match waiver 
available

• Eligible Applicants: “Federally Recognized 
Tribes and Affiliated Groups”

• Transportation Type: “Railway”
• Match Waiver: “Yes”
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DOT Discretionary Grants Dashboard: Planned Improvements

• Synchronize listings with 
Grants.gov.

Grants.gov Integration

• Build on the initial set of grant 
programs.

More Grant Programs

• Improve the user experience.

More Features
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Rural Grant Applicant Toolkit: Coming Soon!

The updated Rural Grant Applicant Toolkit will cover:
• The Critical Role of Rural Communities in the U.S. 

Transportation System
• Federal Funding and Financing
• Who Is Eligible to Apply for Discretionary Grants?
• The Grant Application Process
• Maximizing Award Success
• USDOT Discretionary Grant Programs
• Non-USDOT Discretionary Grants: Agency Descriptions 

and Programs

Subscribe to 
the ROUTES 

Initiative 
Newsletter!
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Contact Us!

www.transportation.gov/rural

rural@dot.gov

http://www.transportation.gov/rural


USDOT Navigator Resource
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DOT Navigator
Coordinating and Improving Access to the range of DOT 
Technical Assistance Resources

• Sample Grant Application Resources
• Overview of DOT Funding and Financing
• USDOT Discretionary Grant Process
• Understanding Federal Match Requirements
• Checklist for a Strong Workforce and Labor Plan
• What is a Benefit-Cost Analysis? 
• Is Federal Funding the Right Fit for My 

Organization?

https://transportation.
gov/dot-navigator
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Checklist for a Strong Climate Change Mitigation, 
Adaptation, and Resilience Grant Application

• Provides an overview of considerations 
for applicants to develop a strong grant 
application that incorporates strategies 
related to climate change

• Includes considerations for:
• Reducing greenhouse gas emissions
• Addressing climate resilience and 

adaptation
• Provides a list of resources for additional 

information from USDOT and its 
Operating Administrations

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dot-
navigator/checklist-strong-climate-change-mitigation-
adaptation-and-resilience-grant -
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Snapshot of FY 2022 BIL Discretionary Grant Applications
See a list of all who have applied for FY2022 grant programs managed by the Office of the Secretary

• Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability 
and Equity (RAISE) Discretionary Grant Program

• INFRA, MEGA, Rural Surface Transportation Grant 
Programs 

• Reconnecting Communities Program (RCP)

• Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A)

• Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing 
Transportation (SMART) Grants Program

Of the 2,832 project applications included in this 
spreadsheet, USDOT funded 828 projects, 

representing 30% of the eligible applications and 
more than $6 billion in Federal funding

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dot-
navigator/snapshot-bil-discretionary-grant-
applications -
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Tools to Identify Justice 40 Areas in your Community

https://www.transportation.gov/grants/dot-navigator/federal-tools-determine-disadvantaged-community-status -

22
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USDOT Funding Opportunities
Scan the QR 
code! 

Funding Opportunity Application Deadline

Charging and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) Discretionary Grant 
Program

June 13, 2023 – extended! 

Tribal Transit June 26, 2023

Safe Streets & Roads for All July 10, 2023

Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program August 1, 2023

PROTECT Program August 18, 2023

Transit-Oriented Development Pilot Program Anticipated to open in late spring 2023

Multimodal Project Discretionary Grant Opportunity (Mega, INFRA, 
and Rural)

Anticipated to open in late spring 2023

Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program (BIL) and Neighborhood 
Access and Equity Grant Program (IRA)

Anticipated to open in summer 2023

Thriving Communities Program Anticipated to open in summer 2023

Strengthening Mobility and Revolutionizing Transportation (SMART) 
Grants Program

Anticipated to open in fall 2023

https://www.transportation.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/key-notices-funding-opportunity -May 2023 USDOT Navigator Webinar 23

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cfi/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/public-transportation-indian-reservations-program-fy-2023-notice-funding
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SS4A
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs/wildlife-crossings
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/fact-sheet-pilot-program-transit-oriented-development-planning
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/mega-grant-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/infra-grants-program
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/rural-surface-transportation-grant
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/thriving-communities
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/SMART
https://www.transportation.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/key-notices-funding-opportunity


Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 
Funding Opportunities



Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program (WCPP) Discretionary Grant 
Program

• $112 Million for FY 2022-2023 via discretionary 
grants to achieve a reduction in the number of 
wildlife-vehicle collisions and improve wildlife habitat 
connectivity

• At least 60% of funds will be awarded to rural areas

• Eligible project types: Non-Construction and 
Construction Projects

• Eligible applicants: States, metropolitan planning organizations, local governments, regional 
transportation authorities, special purpose districts or public authorities with a transportation 
function, Tribes, Federal land management agencies, or a group of eligible entities.

• FHWA released a Notice of Funding Opportunity on April 4, 2023. Applications are due August 1, 
2023.

highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs/wildlife-crossings
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Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and 
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Discretionary Grant Program

$848 Million from FY 2022-2023 via discretionary grants to help make surface transportation 
more resilient to natural hazards, including climate change, sea level rise, flooding, extreme 
weather events, and other natural disasters.
• Four funding categories:

• Planning
• Resilience Improvement
• Community Resilience and Evacuation Routes
• At-Risk Coastal Infrastructure

• Eligible applicants include States, metropolitan planning organizations, local governments, 
Tribes, and other public agencies. Also includes territories for at-risk coastal infrastructure 
grants only

• FHWA released a Notice of Funding Opportunity on April 21. Applications are due August 18.
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/protect/discretionary/
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Charging and Fueling Infrastructure (CFI) Discretionary 
Grant Program
• First round of funding makes $700 million from Fiscal Years 2022 and 2023 funding 

available to strategically deploy electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure and other 
fueling infrastructure projects in urban and rural communities in publicly accessible 
locations, including downtown areas and local neighborhoods, particularly in 
underserved and disadvantaged communities.

• Two funding categories:
• Community Program
• Corridor Program

• Eligible applicants include States, metropolitan planning organizations, local 
governments, special purpose districts, Tribes, Territories and other public agencies.

• FHWA released a Notice of Funding Opportunity on March 14. Deadline for 
applications was extended to June 13.

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cfi/
May 2023 USDOT Navigator Webinar 27
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Technical Assistance Resources

FHWA BIL Website - www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/
• Where to get support

• Federal-aid Division offices
• Office of Tribal Transportation
• Resource Center
• Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) Centers
• Tribal Technical Assistance Program (TTAP) Centers
• National Highway Institute
• Federal-Aid Highway 101 (#310110)
• Understanding the Uniform Guidance Requirements (2 CFR 200) for Federal 

Awards (#231034)
• Federal-aid Essentials for Local Public Agencies

May 2023 USDOT Navigator Webinar 28
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Questions?

Questions Beyond Today …. 

Email us at USDOTassist@dot.gov

Sign up to receive email updates with the latest 
information on the Thriving Communities Program and 
other DOT grant technical assistance resources at the 
DOT Navigator.
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