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TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR 2020 TIER 1 
UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION CENTERS 

 

I. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. The Grant Recipient must commence, carry out, and complete its work with all practicable dispatch, in a 

sound, economical, and efficient manner, and in accordance with the provisions hereof, the Grant 
Agreement, the activities outlined in the Grant Recipient’s application for funding including any revised, 
updated budget approved by the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (OST-R) 
Grants Manager, and all applicable laws, regulations, U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) 
directives, and published Federal policies. 

 
2. The Grant Recipient must immediately notify OST-R of any change in local law, conditions, or any other 

event, including any litigation challenging the validity of or seeking interpretation of any Federal law or 
regulation applicable to the UTC Program, which may significantly affect the Grant Recipient’s ability to 
perform in accordance with the terms of this Grant.  In addition, the Grant Recipient must immediately 
notify OST-R of any decision pertaining to the Grant Recipient’s conduct of litigation that may affect 
USDOT interests or USDOT administration or enforcement of applicable Federal laws or regulations.  
Before the Grant Recipient may join USDOT, or any of its Operating Administrations, as a named party 
to litigation, for any reason, the Grant Recipient agrees first to inform OST-R; this proviso applies to any 
type of litigation whatsoever, in any form. 

 
3. The Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards 

(2 C.F.R. Part 200) apply to this Grant.  This regulation streamlines the language from existing Office of 
Management & Budget (OMB) circulars into one consolidated set of guidance in the Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR).  This regulation sets forth standards for financial and program management, cost 
principles, matching funds, property standards, procurement standards, reports and record retention and 
access, audits, and termination and enforcement. 

 
4. The Grant Recipient must comply with the government-wide cost principles contained in Subpart E – Cost 

Principles in 2 C.F.R. Part 200, formerly OMB Circular A-21 Cost Principles for Educational Institutions, 
for determining costs applicable to research and development and to training and other educational 
services performed by colleges and universities under Federal government grants. 

 
5. The Grant Recipient must comply with the uniform audit requirements for non-Federal entities contained 

in Subpart F – Audit Requirements in 2 C.F.R. Part 200, formerly OMB Circular A-133 Audits of States, 
Local Governments, and Non-Profit Institutions. The Grant Recipient must also permit authorized Federal 
representatives to inspect all of its own or a subgrantee’s work, materials, payrolls, and other data related 
to the UTC Program, upon request. 

 
6. The Grant Recipient must apply all applicable sections of these Provisions to any subgrant(s) executed 
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under this Grant. 
 

7. USDOT cannot assume any liability for accidents, illnesses, or claims arising out of any work supported 
by an award or for unauthorized use of patented or copyrighted materials.  The Grant Recipient is advised 
to take such steps as may be deemed necessary to insure or protect itself, its employees, and its property. 

 
8. As a Recipient of USDOT assistance, the Grant Recipient must review the list of parties excluded from 

Federal procurement or non-procurement programs located on the Excluded Parties List System at 
www.sam.gov before entering into a sub-agreement or contract, per DOT Order 4200.5E.  The Grant 
Recipient must also inform OST-R when it takes action to suspend or debar a contractor, person, or entity.   
 

9. The Grant Recipient must comply with the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006 
(FFATA).  The FFATA legislation requires information on Federal awards (Federal financial assistance 
and expenditures) be made available to the public.  The FFATA reporting system is the tool Federal lead 
grant recipients use to capture and report subaward and executive compensation data regarding their first-
tier subawards in order to meet the FFATA reporting requirements. 

 
10. Executive Order 13513 (October 1, 2009) requires each Federal agency to encourage Grant Recipients and 

subgrantees to adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging while driving company-owned or -rented 
vehicles or while driving privately owned vehicles when on official business or when performing any 
work for or on behalf of the Government.  OST-R encourages all of its Grant Recipients and subgrantees 
to undertake initiatives to consider new rules and programs, and reevaluate existing programs, to prohibit 
text messaging while driving, and to conduct education, awareness, and other outreach for employees 
about the safety risks associated with texting while driving.  These initiatives should encourage voluntary 
compliance with the organization's text messaging policy while off duty. 

 
11. Executive Order 13864 (March 21, 2019) on Improving Free Inquiry, Transparency, and Accountability 

at Colleges and Universities requires the heads of each Federal agency to encourage institutions of higher 
education to foster environments that promote open, intellectually engaging, and diverse debate, including 
through compliance with the First Amendment for public institutions and compliance with stated 
institutional policies regarding freedom of speech for private institutions.  Free inquiry is an essential 
feature of our Nation’s democracy, and it promotes learning, scientific discovery, and economic 
prosperity. Grant Recipients and subgrantees should foster environments that promote open, intellectually 
engaging, and diverse debate in order to avoid environments that stifle competing perspectives, impede 
research and undermine learning. 

 
12. Executive Order 13798 on Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty.  The Recipient shall 

ensure that Federal funding is expended in full accordance with the U.S. Constitution, Federal 
Law, and statutory and public policy requirements: including but not limited to, those protecting 
free speech, religious liberty, public welfare, the environment, and prohibiting discrimination. 

 
  

http://www.sam.gov/
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II. SPECIFIC STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 
  

1. Non-Federal Match  

a) Amount and Sources   
The funds awarded under this Tier 1 UTC Grant as stated in the Grant Agreement and any Modifications as 
authorized by 49 U.S.C. § 5505 are subject to a non-Federal match.  Tier 1 UTCs are required to provide non-
Federal matching funds at 50 percent of the amount of Federal funds awarded.   
 
As established in Federal regulations, matching funds may be cash or in-kind and must, among other stated 
OMB requirements, be used to accomplish program objectives and the purpose of this Grant, and be fully 
documented and fully accounted for in the Grant Recipient’s records as required in 2 C.F.R. 200.300 – 
200.337. 
 

• The non-Federal share of UTC costs may include funds provided to a Recipient under §§ 504(b) or 
505 of Title 23, United States Code.  Those sections refer, respectively, to the local/tribal technical 
assistance and state planning and research programs managed by the Federal Highway Administration. 
 

• With prior approval from your Grant Manager, program income may be used to meet the match 
requirement of the grant award; however, the amount of the grant award remains the same. 

 
• The UTC Program accepts unrecovered indirect costs as match with prior approval from your Grant 

Manager. Unrecovered indirect cost means the difference between the amount charged to the grant 
award and the amount which could have been charged to the grant award under the Center’s approved 
negotiated indirect cost rate.  Such costs must be fully documented for audit purposes. 

 

b) Timing   
Federal regulations do not require matching funds on a specified time schedule.  The Grant Manager will 
monitor all Federal financial reports and requests for reimbursement of expenses to ensure reasonable progress 
over time toward meeting the non-Federal match requirement.  No specific percentage of match funding is 
required to be documented during the Grant’s life except at the Grant’s termination when the full requirement 
must be met.  However, Grant Recipients are expected to show reasonable progress toward meeting the match 
requirement.  Situations that would be considered lack of evidence toward reasonable progress include 
reporting no match on the first few invoices, not increasing the amount of match reported on two or more 
consecutive financial reports, or not narrowing any gap between the Federal funds spent and matching funds 
reported.  In the absence of such evidence, OST-R may require the Grant Recipient to demonstrate its ability 
to match the funds already awarded before paying any additional invoices or awarding any additional funds 
that may be made available under the Grant. 

c) Restriction on Use   
Any restriction on the use of Federal funds applies equally to non-Federal matching funds. 
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2. Program Coordination   
Under 49 U.S.C. § 5505, OST-R is responsible for coordinating UTC Program activities and for reviewing 
and evaluating the UTCs on an annual basis.  The Grant Recipient must provide the information required by 
OST-R in these Terms and Conditions… and such other information as OST-R may occasionally request in 
order to fulfill this responsibility. 
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III. SPECIFIC PROGRAMMATIC REQUIREMENTS 
 
Approvals discussed below must be issued by a Grant Manager in OST-R’s UTC Program office. 
 

1. Change in Center Director   
The Department’s decision to award a UTC Grant to a Grant Recipient is based to a considerable extent upon 
its evaluation of the proposed Center Director’s knowledge of the field of study and his/her capabilities to lead 
a UTC.  Should the Grant Recipient become aware that the Center Director will: 1) devote substantially more 
or less effort to the Center than had previously been committed to OST-R in the Grant Agreement; 2) sever 
his or her connection with the Grant Recipient; or 3) otherwise relinquish active direction of the UTC, the 
Grant Recipient must promptly notify OST-R.  Prior written (e-mail recommended) approval by OST-R is 
required for any temporary or permanent replacement of the Center Director.  In the absence of an approved 
Center Director, OST-R may choose to negotiate an appropriate modification to the Grant Agreement or to 
begin termination procedures. 
 

2. Equipment  
A written (e-mail recommended) request for prior approval from OST-R is required to purchase equipment 
that has a unit cost of $5,000 or more.  The request must contain the intended purpose/justification for the 
equipment purchase, how the equipment will be used, and a quote from the vendor containing vendor name, 
address, telephone number, item description, quantity, item cost, and final price.  Unless otherwise requested 
by the Grant Recipient, all legal rights to equipment purchased with UTC funds must vest in the Grant 
Recipient upon acquisition; furthermore, § 200.313 “Equipment” of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, 
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards lays out requirements for use and disposition of 
equipment.  
 

3. Foreign Travel   
A written (e-mail recommended) request for prior approval from OST-R is required for travel outside of the 
United States and its territories that is paid with either Federal or matching funds.  In order to be approved, the 
need for the proposed foreign travel and the value to be gained by the UTC must be clearly demonstrated.  
Requests for approval must include: 
 

(a) the need for the proposed travel and the value to be gained by the Center; 
(b) a written justification that states the name and relationship of the traveler to the UTC; 
(c) a description of how the travel will further the goals of the UTC Program;  
(d) a detailed itinerary (i.e., travel dates, location, lodging) and breakdown of planned expenses (i.e., 

airfare cost, lodging cost, ground transportation, and per diem) with a final total cost; and  
(e) the endorsement of the Center Director.   

 
All travel requests are evaluated on a case-by-case basis, and traveler(s) are expected to have a significant role 
or involvement as it relates to their official and representational duties.  Requests containing all the required 
information must be submitted at least 60 days prior to the start of foreign travel.  No requests submitted 
after the travel has begun will be approved.  Inclusion of an amount for foreign-travel costs in a UTC’s 
approved budget does not satisfy the requirement for prior approval.  
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4. Citizenship of Students   
Students who receive awards, tuition/fee waivers and any other funding for a reason other than as 
compensation for work performed must be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident of the U.S.  There is no 
exception to this rule.   

NOTE:  because of the short duration of the grant and the limited funding available under it, OST-R will 
not invite the Grant Recipient to participate in the University Transportation Centers Program’s annual 
outstanding-student awards event. 

5. Student Support   
Grant funds may be used to provide funding to students attending institutions of higher education who 
participate in activities necessary to the fulfillment of the UTC’s research, education, and technology transfer 
programs.  Funding provided to a student, which may be in the form of wages or tuition support, must be 
compensation for work performed within the UTC Program.  Such work must be used to fulfill a part of the 
student’s degree program.  This type of funding to students is considered to be compensation paid as, or in 
lieu of, wages for work as described in § 200.466 “Scholarships and student aid costs” of the Uniform 
Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards. 
 
In addition to the type of student funding described above, scholarships and summer internships utilizing UTC 
funding may be offered to students attending institutions of higher education studying within an academic 
program that is relevant to the UTC Program’s purpose. 
 
Students who are non-citizens can be paid wages for work on the Grant as those wages are “work-related” 
compensation.  In addition, if the tuition waiver is based on a student’s work on the Grant then this type of 
financial support is work-related compensation and can be given to a non-citizen student. 
 

6. Consultant Services   
The Grant Recipient should utilize the services of its own officers or employees to the maximum extent in 
managing and performing activities supported by this Grant.  Where it is necessary for the Grant Recipient to 
enter into a subaward for the services of persons who are not its officers or employees, it is expected to do so 
in accordance with written organizational standards which provide for consideration of the factors outlined in 
the government cost principles. Review and approval from your Grant Manager is needed prior to retaining 
services of a foreign consultant. 
 

7. Membership in CUTC  
USDOT frequently collaborates with the Council of University Transportation Centers (CUTC), a private, not-
for-profit organization that works to improve and enhance university research and education in transportation 
and related areas.  CUTC’s membership includes many of the leading university-based transportation 
programs in the United States.  In recognition of the forum that CUTC provides to its member universities to 
interact with each other and to promote national interest in transportation research and education, CUTC 
membership dues and necessary travel costs to CUTC membership meetings are allowable costs under this 
Grant.  Any other costs associated with CUTC events, such as sponsorship of the organization’s Annual 
Banquet, are not allowable under this Grant. 
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8. Project and Budget Changes   
The Grant Recipient must obtain prior written approval from OST-R before making any significant changes 
in the scope or objectives of the Grant Recipient’s application for funding under this Grant.  The Grant 
Recipient must also obtain prior written approval from OST-R for transfers of funds among direct-cost budget 
categories if the cumulative amount of such transfers exceeds 10 percent of the Center’s approved total budget 
(including Federal and matching shares). 
 

9. Conference Costs   
Section 200.432 “Conferences” of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards defines conference as a meeting, retreat, seminar, symposium, workshop or 
event whose primary purpose is the dissemination of technical information beyond the non-Federal entity, i.e., 
a lead Center and its sub-recipients, and is necessary and reasonable for successful performance under the 
Federal award.  Allowable conference costs paid by the Center as a sponsor or host of the conference may 
include rental of facilities, speakers’ fees, costs of meals and refreshments, local transportation, and other 
items incidental to such conferences, unless expressly forbidden by the Grant Recipient’s internal policies.  
Thus, the costs of modest meals and beverage services at conferences are allowable under this Grant if the 
conferences are attended by persons other than the Grant Recipient’s officers or employees.  No funds 
available under this Grant may be spent on alcoholic beverages for entertainment purposes or personal 
consumption. 
 

10. Financial Management   
The Grant Recipient’s financial management systems must provide for accurate, current, and complete 
disclosure of the UTC’s finances.  Financial records must identify the source and use of all funds and must 
show effective control over and accountability for all funds, property, and other assets. 
 

11. System for Award Management 
Each Grant Recipient is required to: 

• be registered in the System for Award Management (SAM, http://www.sam.gov), and 
• continue to maintain an active SAM registration with current information at all times during which it 

has an active Federal award or application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency. 
 

Grant Recipients that have Federal contracts, grants and cooperative agreement awards with a cumulative total 
value greater than $10,000,000 must provide information to SAM about certain civil, criminal, and 
administrative proceedings that reached final disposition within the most recent five-year period, that were 
connected with the award or performance of a Federal award. 
 

12. Payments  
The Grant Recipient must request payment by submitting invoices using Standard Form (SF) 270 
electronically via the Delphi eInvoicing System (click-on https://www.transportation.gov/cfo/delphi-
einvoicing-system).  The Delphi eInvoicing System website provides information about the system, including 
Grant Recipient web-based training, the eAuthentication certification process, and additional training 
materials.  Grant Recipients should contact Denise E. Dunn at OST-R (denise.e.dunn@dot.gov) to request 
access to the system.  OST-R recommends that Grant Recipients submit requests for payment on a quarterly 
basis. 

http://www.sam.gov/
https://www.transportation.gov/cfo/delphi-einvoicing-system
https://www.transportation.gov/cfo/delphi-einvoicing-system
mailto:denise.e.dunn@dot.gov
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Federal funding programs involving advances to various organizations outside the Federal government 
constitute a significant portion of the Federal budget.  Advances of cash from the U.S. Treasury to such 
organizations for the purpose of financing current operations under Federal programs have a substantial impact 
on Treasury financing costs and the level of the public debt.  For that reason, payments to the Grant Recipient 
must reimburse expenses incurred and must limit advances to the actual, immediate cash requirements of the 
Grant Recipient in carrying out the purpose of the Grant.  The timing of payments must be as close as is 
administratively feasible to actual disbursements, and the Grant Recipient must receive payments through 
electronic fund transfers by the Automated Clearing House Payment System or by another electronic system 
that may replace it during the life of the Grant.   
 

13. Site Visits   
The Federal government, through its authorized representatives, has the right, at all reasonable times, to make 
site visits to review UTC Program accomplishments and management control systems and to provide such 
technical assistance as may be required.  If any site visit is made by the Federal government on the premises 
of the Grant Recipient or any subgrantee, the Grant Recipient must ensure that all reasonable facilities and 
assistance are provided for the safety and convenience of the government representatives in the performance 
of their duties.  All site visits and evaluations must be performed in such a manner as will not unduly delay 
the Grant Recipient’s work. 
 

14. Collaboration with USDOT’s Priorities  
To encourage the transfer of knowledge and a current understanding of national transportation priorities, OST-
R intends to promote a high level of communication and collaboration between the Grant Recipient and 
USDOT and its operating administrations under this Grant.  OST-R expects to ask Grant Recipients to 
participate in occasional meetings of UTC and/or USDOT experts on high-priority topics.  Reasonable costs 
incurred by a Grant Recipient to support these interactions with USDOT, unless otherwise restricted by Federal 
regulations, are allowable under this Grant. 
 

15. USDOT Public Access Plan Compliance 
The Grant Recipient must ensure compliance with the requirements of the USDOT Public Access Plan, which 
establishes objectives to ensure public access to Publications and Digital Data Sets arising from USDOT-
managed research and development programs. More information on how to comply with the plan and about 
preparing a required Data Management Plan is provided later in this Terms and Conditions… document.  
 

16. Patents and Copyrights   
To comply with the Bayh-Dole Act of 1980, the Grant Recipient must report inventions and patents developed 
with UTC funding (in whole or in part) to USDOT through the web-based Interagency Edison (iEdison) 
electronic system.  Most universities are already registered with iEdison through their office of technology 
transfer or office of technology licensing.  
  
For the purposes of reporting UTC-related intellectual property in iEdison on a timely basis, you must first 
verify that your institution is registered.  If your institution is not registered, go to https://s-
edison.info.nih.gov/iEdison/RegistrationRequestForm.jsp to request registration.  If your institution is 
registered, no further action is needed at this time.  

https://public.era.nih.gov/iedison/public/login.do?TYPE=33554433&REALMOID=06-dc4d00e8-1464-45e1-937f-0525407c30fd&GUID=&SMAUTHREASON=0&METHOD=GET&SMAGENTNAME=-SM-938PYmoLVb4VrDeXo04LZUDVDvc%2b3899ByInEAjuSUvWNIGfB2zRpWiCivYGCogG&TARGET=-SM-http%3a%2f%2fpublic%2eera%2enih%2egov%2fiedison%2findex%2ejsp
https://s-edison.info.nih.gov/iEdison/RegistrationRequestForm.jsp
https://s-edison.info.nih.gov/iEdison/RegistrationRequestForm.jsp
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a) Patent Rights  
 

(1) Allocation of Principal Rights 
The Grant Recipient may retain the entire right, title and interest throughout the world to 
each innovation, technical solution or unique increase to the general body of knowledge 
resulting from the work performed under this Grant subject to the provisions of this clause 
and 35 U.S.C. § 203.  For the purpose of this clause, these innovations, technical solutions 
and increases in knowledge must be deemed Inventions.  With respect to any Invention in 
which Grant Recipient retains title, USDOT must have a nonexclusive, irrevocable, paid-
up license to practice or have practiced for or on its behalf the Invention throughout the 
world. 
 

(2) Obligation to Report Inventions, Election of Title 
2.1 The Grant Recipient will disclose each Invention to USDOT within two (2) months 

after the inventor discloses it to Grant Recipient personnel responsible for the 
administration of patent matters.  The disclosure to USDOT must be in the form of a 
written report, transmitted by email to the Grant Manager, and must identify the Grant 
under which the Invention was made and the full names(s) of the inventor(s).  It must 
be sufficiently complete in technical detail to convey a clear understanding to the 
extent known at the time of the disclosure, of the nature, purpose, operation, and the 
physical, chemical, biological or electrical characteristics of the invention.  The report 
must also identify any publication disclosing the invention, offer for sale, sale or 
public use of the invention and whether a manuscript describing the invention has 
been submitted for publication and, if so, whether it has been accepted for publication 
at the time of the report.  In addition, after reporting to USDOT, the Grant Recipient 
will remain obligated to promptly notify USDOT of the acceptance of any manuscript 
describing the Invention for publication or of any on sale or public use planned by 
Grant Recipient or its employees including presentations of other potential public 
disclosure that would trigger the one year statutory period in which valid protection 
can still be obtained in the United States. 

2.2 Grant Recipient will elect in writing whether or not to retain title to any such Invention 
by notifying USDOT within two (2) years of disclosure to the USDOT. However, in 
any case where publication, on sale or public use has initiated the one year statutory 
period wherein valid patent protection can still be obtained in the United States, the 
deadline for receipt by USDOT of Grant Recipient’s written election of title is hereby 
shortened to a date that is no more than ninety (90) days prior to the end of the 
statutory period. 

 
  (3) Conditions When USDOT May Obtain Title 

The Grant Recipient will convey to USDOT, upon written request, all right, title and 
interest to any Invention – 

      3.1 If Grant Recipient fails to disclose or elect title to an Invention within the times 
specified in subsection (2), above, or affirmatively elects in a writing to USDOT not 
to retain title; provided that USDOT may only request title within sixty (60) days after 
learning of the failure of Grant Recipient to disclose or elect within the specified 
times. 
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      3.2 In those countries in which Grant Recipient either fails to file or affirmatively elects 
in a writing to USDOT not to file a patent application. 

 
(4) Grant Recipient License 

The Grant Recipient will retain a nonexclusive, royalty-free license throughout the world 
in each Invention to which USDOT obtains title, except in cases where Grant Recipient 
fails to disclose the Invention within the times specified in subsection (2), above.  The 
Grant Recipient’s license is transferable only with the approval of USDOT except where 
transfer is to the successor-in-interest of Grant Recipient's business to which the invention 
pertains. 
 

(5) Grant Recipient Action 
For those Inventions in which the Grant Recipient has mandatorily transferred title to 
USDOT of an Invention, the Grant Recipient hereby agrees to execute all papers necessary 
to file patent applications on such Inventions and to establish the government's rights in 
the Inventions.  Additionally, the Grant Recipient agrees to include, within the 
specification of any United States patent applications and any patent issuing thereon 
covering an Invention, the following statement, “This invention was made with 
government support under (insert grant number) awarded by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. The government has certain rights in the invention.” 
 

(6) Reporting on Utilization of Inventions 
The Grant Recipient agrees to submit on request periodic reports no more frequently than 
annually on the utilization of an Invention or on efforts at obtaining such utilization that 
are being made by the Grant Recipient.  Such reports must include information regarding 
the status of development, date of first commercial sale or use, and such other data and 
information as USDOT may reasonably specify.  The Grant Recipient also agrees to 
provide additional reports as may be requested by USDOT in connection with any march-
in proceeding undertaken by USDOT in accordance with paragraph (7) of this clause.  As 
required by 35 U.S.C. § 202(c)(5), USDOT agrees it will treat such information as 
commercial or financial information obtained from an individual and which is privileged 
and confidential and thus not subject to disclosure under section 552 of Title 5 of the 
United States Code.  

 
(7) March-in Rights 

The Grant Recipient agrees that with respect to any Invention in which it has acquired 
title, USDOT has the right in accordance with the procedures in 37 C.F.R. § 401.6 and 
any supplemental regulations of USDOT to require the Grant Recipient to grant a 
nonexclusive, partially exclusive, or exclusive license in any field of use to a responsible 
applicant or applicants, upon terms that are reasonable under the circumstances, and if the 
Grant Recipient refuses such a request USDOT has the right to grant such a license itself 
if it determines that:  
7.1 Such action is necessary because the Grant Recipient has not taken, or is not expected 
to take within a reasonable time, effective steps to achieve practical application of the 
subject invention in such field of use. 
7.2 Such action is necessary to alleviate health or safety needs which are not reasonably 
satisfied by the Grant Recipient; or 
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7.3 Such action is necessary to meet requirements for public use specified by Federal 
regulations and such requirements are not reasonably satisfied by the Grant Recipient. 

 

b) Copyrights   
 
(1) The author or the Grant Recipient’s organization may copyright any books, publications, 
or other copyrightable materials developed in the course of or under this Grant, but USDOT 
hereby reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish, or      
otherwise use and to authorize others to use the work for government purposes. 
 
(2) The Grant Recipient must not incorporate material copyrighted by others into any work 
product delivered under this Grant unless it has acquired for USDOT a royalty-free, 
nonexclusive and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use and to authorize 
others to use the work for government purposes. 
   
(3) The Grant Recipient may arrange for publication of initial reports of original research, 
supported in whole or in part by USDOT funds, in primary scientific journals and copyright 
by the journal unless the journal’s copyright policy would preclude an individual from making 
or having made by any means available, without regard to the copyright of the journal and 
without royalty, a single copy of any such article for the individual’s own use. 

 
(4) The Grant Recipient must be responsible for any losses that result from or arise out of the 
negligent use of or breach of provisions by its employees or agents under this Grant regarding 
the publication, translation, reproduction, delivery, use, or disposition of any data or protected 
privacy information furnished under this Grant provided that this provision must not be 
deemed a waiver by the Grant Recipient of any immunities to which it may be entitled under 
applicable Federal, State, or Tribal law. 

 

17. Collection of Data  
The Grant Recipient may use funds awarded under this Grant to collect information incidental to a UTC 
activity, but such collection of information is not considered USDOT-sponsored.  Persons collecting such 
information are prohibited from representing to their respondents that the information is being collected for, 
or in association with, the Federal government except with OST-R’s prior written approval and determination 
that the information collection complies with the OMB report clearance procedures set forth in 5 C.F.R. Part 
1320, “Controlling Paperwork Burdens on the Public.” 
 

18. Privacy 
Should the Grant Recipient, or any subgrantee, contractor, or employee administer any system of records on 
behalf of USDOT, the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C § 552a) imposes information restrictions on the party 
administering the system of records. 
 

19. Civil Rights  
The Grant Recipient must not discriminate against any employee or other Recipient of USDOT funds or 
applicant for such positions because of race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or national 
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heritage.  The Grant Recipient must take affirmative action to ensure that all applicants and employees are 
treated equally, without regard to their race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, disability, age, or national 
heritage.  The Grant Recipient may target minorities and women as beneficiaries of Center programs for the 
purposes of achieving diversity, but they may not exclude non-minorities and men from those same programs. 

a) Subgrants and Contracts   
The Grant Recipient must insert notifications and clauses identified in Appendix A in any subgrant or third-
party contract agreement, Requests for Proposals, solicitation for bids, or material implementing UTC Program 
activities. 

b) Compliance 
In the event of the Grant Recipient’s non-compliance with the Civil Rights provisions of this Grant or with the 
applicable rules, regulations, or orders, this Grant may be canceled, terminated, or suspended, in whole or in 
part, and the Grant Recipient may be declared ineligible for further Federal funding. 
 

(1) The Grant Recipient must furnish all information and reports required by the rules, 
regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor, or pursuant thereto, and will permit access 
to its books, records, and accounts by USDOT and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of 
investigation to ascertain compliance with such rules, regulations, and orders. 

 
(2)  The Grant Recipient must comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 
§ 2000d), with USDOT regulations entitled, “Nondiscrimination in Federally-Assisted 
Programs of the U.S. Department of Transportation -- Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964”, and any other applicable regulations issued pursuant thereto. 

 

20. State or Territorial Law   
Anything in the Grant to the contrary notwithstanding, nothing in the Grant must require the Grant Recipient 
to observe or enforce compliance with any provision thereof, perform any other act, or do any other thing in 
contravention of any applicable State or territorial law; provided, that if any of the provisions of the Grant 
Agreement violate any applicable State or territorial law or if compliance with the provisions of the Grant 
would require the Grant Recipient to violate any applicable State or territorial law, the Grant Recipient will at 
once notify OST-R to the end that the Grant Recipient may proceed as soon as possible with the program. 
 

21. Ethics  
The Grant Recipient must maintain a written code or standards of conduct that must govern the performance 
of its officers, employees, board members, or agents engaged in the award and administration of subgrants or 
contracts supported by Federal assistance.  This code must prohibit the Grant Recipient’s officers, employees, 
board members, or agents from any acts that present a real or apparent conflict of interest for any person or 
organization participating in the UTC Program (see 2 C.F.R. 200.112). 

a) Lobbying   
The Grant Recipient must comply with the provisions of 31 U.S.C. § 1352 as implemented by USDOT 
regulations in “Restrictions on Lobbying” (49 C.F.R. Part 20 & 2 C.F.R. 200.450).  

b) Interest of Certain Federal Officials 
No member of, or delegate to, the Congress of the United States of America must be admitted to any share or 
part hereof or to any arising benefits. 
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c) Bonus or Commission 
The Grant Recipient affirms that it has not paid, and agrees not to pay, any bonus or commission to any person 
for the purpose of obtaining approval of its application for Federal financial assistance for this Project. 
 

22. Certifications and Assurances   
The Grant Recipient must comply with USDOT Order No. 1050.2A, USDOT Standard Title VI Assurances 
and Non-Discrimination Provisions.  The USDOT Standard Title VI Assurances and Non-Discrimination 
Provisions form is included in Appendix A.  This form must be completed and signed within 30 days of 
receiving notification of grant award. 
 

23. Grant Closeout  

a) No-Cost Extensions 
The performance period for the Grant terminates on the date specified in the Grant Agreement.  If desired, the 
Grant Recipient must submit a request for a one-time no-cost extension to the Grant Manager at minimum 90 
days prior to the termination date by email with a justification, a revised period of performance, close-out 
budget showing how the Grant Recipient intends to spend the remainder of the funding, and any other 
requested documentation.  This one-time extension may not be exercised merely for the purpose of using 
unobligated balances.   

b) Closeout Procedures 
Grant Recipients must submit the following documents for grant closeout no later than 90 days after grant 
termination: 

(1) All grant deliverables and requirements;  
(2) final Federal Financial Report (SF 425); 
(3) final Request for Reimbursement (SF 270); 
(4) Real Property Status Report (SF 429), if applicable; 
(5) Tangible Personal Property Report (SF 428 B), if applicable; 
(6) Disclosure of Invention Report (DOT 2000.1), if applicable; 
(7) Record of Invention (DOT 2000.2), if applicable; and 
(8) Invention Rights Report (DOT 2000.3), if applicable. 

 
If any of the last five forms listed above are not applicable, then submit an email to the Grant Manager stating 
such.  Additional closeout information can be found at 49 C.F.R. §§ 19.71 to 19.73 and 2 C.F.R. 200.343. 
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IV. DELIVERABLES AND REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
 
Grant deliverables and reporting requirements are mandatory under the University Transportation 
Centers Program.  Failure to comply with timely submission of these deliverables and requirements 
may delay reimbursement of invoices and/or funding for modifications of multiple-year grants.  In 
extreme cases of non-compliance, a recipient may be found to be in material failure to comply with 
the award terms and conditions.  Such a determination may result in termination of the grant for 
failure to comply and a determination that the recipient is not qualified to receive and manage 
Federal grants.  Section 200.339 “Termination” of the Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards requires Federal agencies to report to the 
Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS) when it terminates an 
award prior to the end of the period of performance due to a recipient’s material failure to comply 
with Federal award terms and conditions.  The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) will 
report to FAPIIS after the recipient has exhausted its appeal rights. 
  
 

1.  Work Plan Executive Summary   
Within 60 days of the start of the grant, the Grant Recipient must submit to the OST-R Grant 
Manager and Technical Point of Contact a brief (no more than five pages) report summarizing the 
work plan to be executed under the grant, for the purposes of information sharing within the U.S. 
Department of Transportation.  This work-plan executive summary should be consistent with the 
Grant Recipient’s application submitted for the grant subject to refinements based on feedback from 
USDOT and other stakeholders.  It may use some of the same language as the application.  It 
should identify expected interactions with the USDOT Technical Point of Contact.  The work plan 
and subsequent reporting should cover activities associated with both the Federal funds and the 
required matching funds. 
 
 

2.  Data Management Plan 
The Grant Recipient must create a supplementary document labeled “Data Management Plan” (DMP) 
that describes its strategy for processing and archiving Digital Data Sets resulting from USDOT-
funded scientific research in a repository that enables and allows for public access and sharing.  The 
DMP must be submitted to the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (OST-
R) Grant Manager for review and approval no later than 60 days after the effective date of the grant.  
DMPs that do not meet the minimum requirements, provided below, will be rejected. 
 

• A high-level description of the types of data that the Center anticipates gathering in the course 
of conducting research activities, including whether the data should be preserved for long-
term access;  

• A proposed outline of the standards and machine-readable formats that will be used for the 
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entire scope of research activities; 
• A description of any data access policies that govern (and prevent) the disclosure of identities, 

confidential business information, national security information, etc., and whether public use 
files may be generated from the data; 

• A general discussion of policies for re-use and re-distribution of research data; and 
• A high-level description of how, when, and where the Center plans to archive, preserve, and 

deposit the research data. 
Immediately notify your Grant Manager if changes are made to the DMP after it is approved. For more 
information about creating data management plans, click-on 
http://www.ntl.bts.gov/publicaccess/creatingaDMP.html. 

 

3.  Federal Financial Report 
The Center Director or designated university official must prepare and submit to the OST-R Grant Manager 
the Federal Financial Report, or Standard Form (SF) 425, on a quarterly basis.  Submission via e-mail is 
preferred.  The SF 425 does not need to be posted on the UTC’s website.  SF 425s must cover three-month 
reporting periods ending on March 31, June 30, September 30, and December 31, and the reports are due 30 
days after each of these reporting-period end dates.  A final SF 425 is due 90 days after the grant’s termination 
date (see Exhibits D, E, and F). 
  

4.  Research Project Requirements 
Before the start of a research project, each Center Director must ensure that each partially or fully funded 
research project managed by researchers at the lead institution and sub-awardees is in compliance with the 
USDOT Public Access Plan and the data management practices detailed in each Center’s DMP.  
 
Within one month after project selection, the Center Director must do the following: 
 

a. Submit to the Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Research in Progress (RiP) database a 
project description for each project.  The project information must be entered into the RiP 
database at https://rip.trb.org.  The Grant Recipient must provide full submissions to RiP 
including project title, brief abstract, project start and completion dates, project status, and 
funding amount. The submission also requires details of all the sponsoring organizations and 
research programs contributing to the project, including the Federal sponsor (OST-R) and all 
non-Federal sponsors.  The Center Director is responsible for updating and maintaining 
project information in RiP.  
 

b. Require all researchers to obtain his/her unique ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor 
ID) identification.  ORCID.org provides a registry of persistent unique identifiers for 
researchers and scholars and automating linkages to research objects such as publications, 
grants and patents.  Registration is free and takes about 5 minutes.  If other researchers are 
added to the project after its initiation they should also be required to obtain an ORCID. 
 

http://www.ntl.bts.gov/publicaccess/creatingaDMP.html
https://rip.trb.org/
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5.  Submission of Final Research Reports 
The Center Director must submit a final report for each research project conducted with UTC 
Program funding including matching funds.  Final research reports must give a complete description 
of the problem, approach, methodology, findings, conclusions, and recommendations developed as a 
result of the project and must completely document all data gathered, analyses performed, and results 
achieved.  The inside of the front cover must show a disclaimer including the following: 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The contents of this report reflect the views of the authors, who are responsible for the facts and the accuracy 
of the information presented herein.  This document is disseminated in the interest of information exchange.  
The report is funded, partially or entirely, by a grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s University 
Transportation Centers Program. However, the U.S. Government assumes no liability for the contents or use 
thereof. 
 
Within two months after the completion of each project, the Center Director must: 
 

a. Submit to the designated Grant Manager and Technical Point of Contact via e-mail an 
attachment containing the full text of each report. 
 

b. Change the status of the project in RiP from "Active" to "Completed" and retrieve the 
Research Hub Display Identification (RH Display ID) number for the project (this number 
will be displayed within each project record). 
 

c. Package and archive data as outlined in your DMP. 
 

d. The ORCID and funding agreement numbers must be included in any peer-reviewed 
publication submissions. If using the Technical Report Documentation Page (Form DOT F 
1700.7) include ORCID identifier, as an URL, without punctuation after the author’s name in 
box 7 (e.g., Jane Doe https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2345-6789) and the funding agreement 
number in box 11.   
 

e. Ensure that all rights under copyright are non-exclusively retained by USDOT and that the 
terms and conditions of publication to peer-reviewed journals and other outlets do not impair 
the obligation of the authors to comply with the plan. 
 

f. Send one email that includes the following information to research.hub@dot.gov, 
NTLDigitalSubmissions@dot.gov, and TRIS-TRB@nas.edu: 
 

1. Final Report URL(s) or PDFs for any resulting publications; 
2. URL(s) to, and associated descriptive metadata for, any final datasets from the 

research project;  

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2345-6789
mailto:research.hub@dot.gov
mailto:NTLDigitalSubmissions@dot.gov
mailto:TRIS-TRB@nas.edu
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3. The funding agreement number of the project;  
4. The RH Display ID for the project; 
5. ORCIDs (unique researcher IDs) for all project investigators, contributors, and 

publication author(s); and  
6. Any documented project outputs or outcomes resulting from the research project (see 

Exhibit B for more information). 
 

g. Distribute each final report to the following addresses listed below: 
1. Transportation Library 

Northwestern University 
1970 Campus Drive 
Evanston, IL 60208-2300 
(Send URL via email to r-sarmiento@northwestern.edu or submit on a properly 
labeled CD)  
 

2. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
(Send URL via e-mail to Susan.Dresley@dot.gov) 
 

3. Federal Highway Administration Research Library 
Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center 
(Send URL to FHWAlibrary@dot.gov ) 
 

4. National Technical Information Service 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
(Send URL or PDF via e-mail to input@ntis.gov) 

 
 

6.  Reporting Inventions and Patents Using iEdison 
iEdison (which stands for Interagency Edison) is a database that helps government grant recipients 
and contractors comply with a Federal law, the Bayh-Dole Act.  This act requires that government 
funded inventions be reported electronically through a single user interface.  All UTC Grant 
Recipients must report inventions and patents developed with UTC funding (in whole or in part) 
through the iEdison.gov electronic system.  Most universities are already registered with iEdison 
through their office of technology transfer or office of technology licensing. 
 
 

7. Quarterly Progress Report 
Within 30 days of the end of each calendar quarter, submit to the designated Grant Manager and 
Technical Point of Contact via e-mail an attachment containing a narrative report describing 

mailto:r-sarmiento@northwestern.edu
mailto:Susan.Dresley@dot.gov
mailto:FHWAlibrary@dot.gov
mailto:input@ntis.gov
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progress during that quarter toward fulfilling the purpose of the grant and the activities described in 
the Grant Recipient’s Work Plan Executive Summary.  This report should include: 

• description of key actions during the quarter that support activities you proposed to do in the 
application, 

• discussion of any unexpected problems or unanticipated opportunities and how the Grant 
Recipient handled those, 

• identification of interactions with external stakeholders and potential users of the Grant 
Recipient’s work, 

• documentation of outcomes and/or impacts of the grant, 
• description of participation by students in grant activities, 
• numbers reporting on the performance metrics that the Grant Recipient committed to track 

in its application. 
 
 

8.  Meetings and Presentations 
OST-R will work with the Grant Recipient to schedule periodic meetings or presentations as noted 
in the Work Plan Executive Summary or as otherwise necessary, either in person or via electronic 
means, between the UTC’s staff and US DOT personnel to discuss the research underway at the 
UTC and to share relevant information about it. 
 
 

9.  Other Deliverables Proposed in the Application 
The Grant Recipient shall submit any other deliverables that were proposed in its application for 
this grant. 
 
 

10.  Website Not Required 
OST-R does not require a Grant Recipient to develop a website for the grant.  However, if the Grant 
Recipient chooses to have one, please inform the Grant Manager and Technical Monitor when it is 
available. 
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Schedule of Grant Deliverables and Reporting Requirements 
 

Deliverable/Requirement Due Date Period Covered 
Work Plan Executive Summary 10/1/2020  
Data Management Plan 10/1/2020 update as needed 
Federal Financial Report, SF 425 10/30/2020 8/1-9/30/2020 
Research Project Requirements one month after project selection as needed 
Quarterly Progress Report #1 10/30/2020 8/1-9/30/2020 
Federal Financial Report, SF 425 1/30/2021 10/1-12/31/2020 
Any Other Proposed Deliverables as proposed in grant application as proposed in grant 

application 
Quarterly Progress Report #2 1/30/2021 10/1-12/31/2020 
Federal Financial Report, SF425 4/30/2021 1/1-3/31/2021 
Quarterly Progress Report #3 4/30/2021 1/1-3/31/2021 
Federal Financial Report, SF425 7/30/2021 4/1-6/30/2021 
Quarterly Progress Report #4 7/30/2021 4/1-6/30/2021 
Federal Financial Report, SF425 10/30/2021 

After this point, continue submitting SF 
425s quarterly as long as the grant is 
open.  A final SF425 is due 90 days 
after the termination date of the grant. 

7/1-9/30/2021 

Quarterly Progress Report #5 10/30/2021 
After this point, continue submitting 
progress reports quarterly as long as 
the grant is open. 

7/1-9/30/2021 

Final Research Report Submission two months after project completion as needed 
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APPENDIX A 

 

STANDARD TITLE VI/NONDISCRIMINATION ASSURANCES 

 
USDOT Order No. 1050.2A 

 
The (Title of Recipient) (herein referred to as the “Recipient”), HEREBY AGREES THAT, as a condition 
to receiving any Federal financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT), through 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Research and Technology (OST-R), is subject to and will comply 
with the following: 
  
Statutory/Regulatory Authorities 
 

• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq., 78 stat. 252), (prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin); 

• 49 C.F.R. Part 21 (entitled Nondiscrimination In Federally-Assisted Programs Of The U.S. 
Department Of Transportation—Effectuation Of Title VI Of The Civil Rights Act Of 1964);  

• 28 C.F.R. § 50.3 (U.S. Department of Justice Guidelines for Enforcement of Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964); 

• The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, (42 U.S.C. 
§ 4601), prohibits unfair treatment of persons displaced or whose property has been acquired because 
of Federal or Federal-aid programs and projects; 

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.), as amended, prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disability); and 49 CFR Part 27; 

• The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, (42 U.S.C. § 6101 et seq.), prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of age); 

• The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, (PL 100-209, (Broadened the scope, coverage and 
applicability of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, by expanding the definition of the terms “programs or 
activities” to include all of the programs or activities of the Federal-aid Recipients, sub-recipients and 
contractors, whether such programs or activities are Federally funded or not); 

• Title II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
disability in the operation of public entities, public and private transportation systems, places of public 
accommodation, and certain testing entities (42 U.S.C. §§ 12131 – 12189) as implemented by U.S. 
Department of Transportation regulations 49 C.F.R. parts 37 and 38; and 

• Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, which prohibits you from discriminating 
because of sex in education programs or activities (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq). 

 
The preceding statutory and regulatory cites hereinafter are referred to as the “Acts” and “Regulations,” 
respectively. 
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General Assurances 
 
In accordance with the Acts, the Regulations, and other pertinent directives, circulars, policy, memoranda, 
and/or guidance, the Recipient hereby gives assurance that it will promptly take any measures necessary to 
ensure that:  
 

“No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 
discrimination under any program or activity,” for which the Recipient receives Federal 
financial assistance from USDOT, including the OST-R. 

 
The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 clarified the original intent of Congress, with respect to Title VI and 
other Nondiscrimination requirements (The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973), by restoring the broad, institutional-wide scope and coverage of these 
nondiscrimination statutes and requirements to include all programs and activities of the Recipient, so long as 
any portion of the program is Federally assisted.   
 
Specific Assurances 
 
More specifically, and without limiting the above general Assurance, the Recipient agrees with and gives the 
following Assurances with respect to its Federally assisted University Transportation Centers Program: 
 

1. The Recipient agrees that each “activity,” “facility,” or “program,” as defined in §§ 21.23 (b) and 
21.23 (e) of 49 C.F.R. § 21 will be (with regard to an “activity”) facilitated, or will be (with regard to 
a “facility”) operated, or will be (with regard to a “program”) conducted in compliance with all 
requirements imposed by, or pursuant to the Acts and the Regulations. 
 

2. The Recipient will insert the following notification in all solicitations for bids, Requests For Proposals 
for work, or material subject to the Acts and the Regulations made in connection with all University 
Transportation Centers Program and, in adapted form, in all proposals for negotiated agreements 
regardless of funding source: 

 
“The (Title of Recipient), in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby 
notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award.” 

 
3. The Recipient will insert the clauses of Appendix A, Exhibits A through E of this Assurance in every 

contract or agreement subject to the Acts and the Regulations. 
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4. The Recipient will insert the clauses of Appendix B of this Assurance, as a covenant running with the 
land, in any deed from the United States effecting or recording a transfer of real property, structures, 
use, or improvements thereon or interest therein to a Recipient. 

 
5. That where the Recipient receives Federal financial assistance to construct a facility, or part of a 

facility, the Assurance will extend to the entire facility and facilities operated in connection therewith. 
 

6. That where the Recipient receives Federal financial assistance in the form, or for the acquisition of 
real property or an interest in real property, the Assurance will extend to rights to space on, over, or 
under such property. 

 
7. That the Recipient will include the clauses set forth in Appendix C and Appendix D of this Assurance, 

as a covenant running with the land, in any future deeds, leases, licenses, permits, or similar 
instruments entered into by the Recipient with other parties: 

 
a. for the subsequent transfer of real property acquired or improved under the applicable activity, 

project, or program; and  
b. for the construction or use of, or access to, space on, over, or under real property acquired or 

improved under the applicable activity, project, or program. 
 

8. That this Assurance obligates the Recipient for the period during which Federal financial assistance is 
extended to the program, except where the Federal financial assistance is to provide, or is in the form 
of, personal property, or real property, or interest therein, or structures or improvements thereon, in 
which case the Assurance obligates the Recipient, or any transferee for the longer of the following 
periods: 
 

a. the period during which the property is used for a purpose for which the Federal financial 
assistance is extended, or for another purpose involving the provision of similar services or 
benefits; or  

b. the period during which the Recipient retains ownership or possession of the property. 
 

9. The Recipient will provide for such methods of administration for the program as are found by the 
Secretary of Transportation or the official to whom he/she delegates specific authority to give 
reasonable guarantee that it, other Recipients, sub-recipients, subgrantees, contractors, subcontractors, 
consultants, transferees, successors in interest, and other participants of Federal financial assistance 
under such program will comply with all requirements imposed or pursuant to the Acts, the 
Regulations, and this Assurance. 

 
10.  The Recipient agrees that the United States has a right to seek judicial enforcement with regard to 

any matter arising under the Acts, the Regulations, and this Assurance. 
 
By signing this ASSURANCE, (Name of Recipient) also agrees to comply (and require any sub-recipients, 
subgrantees, contractors, successors, transferees, and/or assignees to comply) with all applicable provisions 
governing the OST-R access to records, accounts, documents, information, facilities, and staff.  You also 
recognize that you must comply with any program or compliance reviews, and/or complaint investigations 
conducted by OST-R.  You must keep records, reports, and submit the material for review upon request to 
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OST-R, or its designee in a timely, complete, and accurate way.  Additionally, you must comply with all other 
reporting, data collection, and evaluation requirements, as prescribed by law or detailed in program guidance. 
 
(Name of Recipient) gives this ASSURANCE in consideration of and for obtaining any Federal grants, loans, 
contracts, agreements, property, and/or discounts, or other Federal-aid and Federal financial assistance 
extended after the date hereof to the Recipients by the U.S. Department of Transportation under the University 
Transportation Centers Program.  This ASSURANCE is binding on (Name of Recipient), other Recipients, 
sub-recipients, subgrantees, contractors, subcontractors and their subcontractors, transferees, successors in 
interest, and any other participants in the University Transportation Centers Program.  The person(s) signing 
below is authorized to sign this ASSURANCE on behalf of the Recipient. 
 

____________________________________________________ 
(Name of Recipient) 

 
by_____________________________________________________ 

(Signature of Authorized Official) 
 

DATED_________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
During the performance of this grant, the Recipient, for itself, its assignees, and successors in interest 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Recipient”) agrees as follows: 
 

1. Compliance with Regulations:  The Recipient (hereinafter includes consultants) will comply with 
the Acts and the Regulations relative to Non-discrimination in Federally-assisted programs of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Office of the Secretary for Research and Technology (OST-R), as they 
may be amended from time to time, which are herein incorporated by reference and made a part of 
this grant. 
 

2. Non-discrimination:  The Recipient, with regard to the work performed by it during the grant, will 
not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in the selection 
and retention of subcontractors, including procurements of materials and leases of equipment.  The 
recipient will not participate directly or indirectly in the discrimination prohibited by the Acts and the 
Regulations, including employment practices when the grant covers any activity, project, or program 
set forth in Appendix B of 49 CFR Part 21. 
 

3. Solicitations for Subcontracts, Including Procurements of Materials and Equipment:  In all 
solicitations, either by competitive bidding, or negotiation made by the recipient for work to be 
performed under a subcontract, including procurements of materials, or leases of equipment, each 
potential subcontractor or supplier will be notified by the recipient of the recipient’s obligations under 
this contract and the Acts and the Regulations relative to Non-discrimination on the grounds of race, 
color, or national origin. 
 

4. Information and Reports:  Any subcontractor will provide all information and reports required by 
the Acts, the Regulations, and directives issued pursuant thereto and will permit access to its books, 
records, accounts, other sources of information, and its facilities as may be determined by the 
Recipient or the OST-R to be pertinent to ascertain compliance with such Acts, Regulations, and 
instructions.  Where any information required of a subcontractor is in the exclusive possession of 
another who fails or refuses to furnish the information, the subcontractor will so certify to the 
Recipient or the OST-R, as appropriate, and will set forth what efforts it has made to obtain the 
information. 
 

5. Sanctions for Noncompliance:  In the event of a subcontractor’s noncompliance with the Non-
discrimination provisions of this grant, the Recipient will impose such contract sanctions as it or the 
OST-R may determine to be appropriate, including, but not limited to: 

a. withholding payments to the subcontractor under any contract until the subcontractor 
complies; and/or 

b. cancelling, terminating, or suspending a contract, in whole or in part. 
 

6. Incorporation of Provisions:  The Recipient will include the provisions of paragraphs one through 
six in every subcontract, including procurements of materials and leases of equipment, unless exempt 
by the Acts, the Regulations and directives issued pursuant thereto.  Any subcontractor will take action 
with respect to any subcontract or procurement as the Recipient or the OST-R may direct as a means 
of enforcing such provisions including sanctions for noncompliance.  Provided, that if the 
subcontractor becomes involved in, or threatened with litigation by a supplier or other third party 
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because of such direction, the subcontractor may request the Recipient to enter into any litigation to 
protect the interests of the Recipient.  In addition, the Recipient or subcontractor may request the 
United States to enter into the litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

CLAUSES FOR DEEDS TRANSFERRING UNITED STATES PROPERTY 
 
The following clauses will be included in deeds effecting or recording the transfer of real property, 
structures, or improvements thereon, or granting interest therein from the United States pursuant to the 
provisions of Assurance 4: 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the U.S. Department of Transportation as authorized by law and upon the condition 
that the (Title of Recipient) will accept title to the lands and maintain the project constructed thereon in 
accordance with the Uniform Administrative Requirement, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards (2 C.F.R. Part 200), the regulations for the administration of the University Transportation 
Centers Program, and the policies and procedures prescribed by the Office of the Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation in accordance and in compliance with all requirements imposed by Title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations, U.S. Department of Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 
21, Non-discrimination in Federally-assisted programs of the U.S. Department of Transportation 
pertaining to and effectuating the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252; 42 
U.S.C. § 2000d to 2000d-4), does hereby remise, release, quitclaim, and convey unto the (Title of 
Recipient) all the right, title and interest of the U.S. Department of Transportation in and to said lands 
described in Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof. 
 

(HABENDUM CLAUSE) 
 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said lands and interests therein unto (Title of Recipient) and its successors 
forever, subject, however, to the covenants, conditions, restrictions and reservations herein contained as 
follows, which will remain in effect for the period during which the real property or structures are used 
for a purpose for which Federal financial assistance is extended or for another purpose involving the 
provision of similar services or benefits and will be binding on the (Title of Recipient), its successors and 
assigns. 
 
The (Title of Recipient), in consideration of the conveyance of said lands and interest in lands, does hereby 
covenant and agree as a covenant running with the land for itself, its successors and assigns, that (1) no 
person will on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination with regard to any facility located wholly or in 
part on, over, or under such lands hereby conveyed [,] [and]* (2) that the (Title of Recipient) will use the 
lands and interests in lands and interest in lands so conveyed, in compliance with all requirements imposed 
by or pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, U.S. Department of Transportation, Subtitle A, 
Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Non-discrimination in Federally-assisted programs of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and as said 
Regulations and Acts may be amended[, and (3) that in the event of breach of any of the above-mentioned 
non-discrimination conditions, the Department will have a right to enter or re-enter said lands and facilities 
on said land, and that above described land and facilities will thereon revert to and vest in and become the 
absolute property of the U.S. Department of Transportation and its assigns as such interest existed prior to 
this instruction].* 
 
(*Reverter clause and related language to be used only when it is determined that such a clause is necessary 
in order to make clear the purpose of Title VI.) 
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EXHIBIT C 
 

CLAUSES FOR TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY ACQUIRED OR IMPROVED UNDER 
THE ACTIVITY, FACILITY, OR PROGRAM 

 
The following clauses will be included in deeds, licenses, leases, permits, or similar instruments entered 
into by the (Title of Recipient) pursuant to the provisions of Assurance 7(a): 
 
A. The (grant recipient, lessee, permittee, etc. as appropriate) for himself/herself, his/her heirs, personal 

representatives, successors in interest, and assigns, as a part of the consideration hereof, does hereby 
covenant and agree [in the case of deeds and leases add “as a covenant running with the land”] that: 
 

1. In the event facilities are constructed, maintained, or otherwise operated on the property described in 
this (deed, license, lease, permit, etc.) for a purpose for which a U.S. Department of Transportation 
activity, facility, or program is extended or for another purpose involving the provision of similar 
services or benefits, the (grant recipient, licensee, lessee, permittee, etc.) will maintain and operate 
such facilities and services in compliance with all requirements imposed by the Acts and Regulations 
(as may be amended) such that no person on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, will be 
excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in 
the use of said facilities. 
 

B. With respect to licenses, leases, permits, etc., in the event of breach of any of the above Non-
discrimination covenants, (Title of Recipient) will have the right to terminate the (lease, license, 
permit, etc.) and to enter, re-enter, and repossess said lands and facilities thereon, and hold the same 
as if the (lease, license, permit, etc.) had never been made or issued.* 
 

C. With respect to a deed, in the event of breach of any of the above Non-discrimination covenants, the 
(Title of Recipient) will have the right to enter or re-enter the lands and facilities thereon, and the 
above described lands and facilities will there upon revert to and vest in and become the absolute 
property of the (Title of Recipient) and its assigns.* 
 

(*Reverter clause and related language to be used only when it is determined that such a clause is necessary 
to make clear the purpose of Title VI.) 
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EXHIBIT D 
 

CLAUSES FOR CONSTRUCTION/USE AND ACCESS TO REAL PROPERTY ACQUIRED 
UNDER THE ACTIVITY, FACILITY OR PROGRAM 

 
The following clauses will be included in deeds, licenses, permits, or similar instruments/agreements entered 
into by (Title of Recipient) pursuant to the provisions of Assurance 7(b): 
 

A. The (grant recipient, licensee, permittee, etc., as appropriate) for himself/herself, his/her heirs, 
personal representatives, successors in interest, and assigns, as a part of the consideration hereof, does 
hereby covenant and agree (in the case of deeds and leases add, “as a covenant running with the land”) 
that (1) no person on the ground of race, color, or national origin, will be excluded from participation 
in, denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination in the use of said facilities, (2) 
that in the construction of any improvements on, over, or under such land, and the furnishing of 
services thereon, no person on the ground of race, color, or national origin, will be excluded from 
participation in, denied the benefits or, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination, (3) that the (grant 
recipient, licensee, lessee, permittee, etc.) will use the premises in compliance with all other 
requirements imposed by or pursuant to the Acts and Regulations, as amended, set forth in this 
Assurance. 
 

B. With respect to (licenses, leases, permits, etc.), in the event of breach of any of the above of the above 
Non-discrimination covenants, (Title of Recipient) will have the right to terminate the (license, 
permits, etc., as appropriate) and to enter or re-enter and repossess said land and the facilities thereon, 
and hold the same as if said (license, permit, etc., as appropriate) had never been made or issued.* 

 
C. With respect to deeds, in the event of breach of any of the above Non-discrimination covenants, (Title 

of Recipient) will there upon revert to and vest in and become the absolute property of (Title of 
Recipient) and its assigns.*  
 

(*Reverter clause and related language to be used only when it is determined that such a clause is necessary 
to make clear the purpose of Title VI.) 
  



Terms and Requirements for 2020 Tier 1 UTCs (July 2020)                  Page  32 
 

 

EXHIBIT E 
 
During the performance of this contract, the contractor, for itself, its assignees, and successors in interest 
(hereinafter referred to as the “contractor”) agrees to comply with the following non-discrimination statutes 
and authorities, including, but not limited to: 
 
Pertinent Non-Discrimination Authorities: 
 

• Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq., 78 stat.252), prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin), and 49 CFR Part 21; 

• The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, (42 U.S.C. 
§ 4601), (prohibits unfair treatment of persons displaced or whose property has been acquired because 
of Federal or Federal-aid programs and projects); 

• Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973, (23 U.S.C. § 324 et seq.), prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
sex; 

• Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (29 U.S.C. § 794 et seq.), as amended, prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of disability; and 49 CFR Part 27; 

• The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, (42 U.S.C. § 6101 et seq.), prohibits discrimination 
on the basis of age); 

• Airport and Airway Improvement Act of 1982, (49 U.S.C. § 471, Section 47123, as amended, 
(prohibits discrimination based on race, creed, color, national origin, or sex); 

• The Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, (PL 100-209), Broadened the scope, coverage and 
applicability of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, The Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, by expanding the definition of the terms “programs or 
activities” to include all of the programs or activities of the Federal-aid Recipients, sub-recipients and 
contractors, whether such programs or activities are Federally funded or not); 

• Titles II and III of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which prohibit discrimination of the basis of 
disability in the operation of public entities, public and private transportation systems, places of public 
accommodation, and certain testing entities (42 U.S.C. §§ 12131 – 12189) as implemented by U.S.  
Department of Transportation regulations 49 C.F.R. parts 37 and 38; 

• The Federal Aviation Administration’s Non-discrimination statute (49 U.S.C. § 47123) (prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, and sex); 

• Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 
and Low-Income Populations, which ensures discrimination against minority populations by 
discouraging programs, policies, and activities with disproportionately high and adverse human health 
or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations; 

• Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency, 
and resulting agency guidance, national origin discrimination includes discrimination because of 
limited English proficiency (LEP).  To ensure compliance with Title VI, you must take reasonable 
steps to ensure that LEP persons have meaningful access to your programs (70 Fed. Reg. at 74087 to 
74100); and 

• Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, which prohibits you from discriminating 
because of sex in education programs or activities (20 U.S.C. 1681 et seq).  
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APPENDIX B 
 

DELINQUENT TAX LIABILITY OR A FELONY CONVICTION UNDER ANY FEDERAL 
LAW 

 
As required by sections 415 and 416 of Title IV, Division L of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2014 
(Pub. L. 113-76), and similar provisions in subsequent appropriations acts, the funds provided under this award 
must not be used to enter into a contract, memorandum of understanding, or cooperative agreement with, make 
a grant to, or provide a loan or loan guarantee to, any corporation that: 
 

(1) Has any unpaid Federal tax liability that has been assessed, for which all judicial and administrative 
remedies have been exhausted or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant 
to an agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, where the awarding 
agency is aware of the unpaid tax liability, unless an agency has considered suspension or debarment 
of the corporation and made a determination that suspension or debarment is not necessary to protect 
the interests of the Government; or  

 
(2) Was convicted of a felony criminal violation under any Federal law within the preceding 24 months, 

where the awarding agency is aware of the conviction, unless an agency has considered suspension or 
debarment of the corporation and made a determination that this action is not necessary to protect the 
interests of the Government. 

 
The Recipient therefore agrees: 
 
1. Definitions.  For the purposes of this exhibit, the following definitions apply: 
 

“Covered Transaction” means a transaction that uses any funds under this award and that is a contract, 
memorandum of understanding, cooperative agreement, grant, loan, or loan guarantee. 
 
“Felony Conviction” means a conviction within the preceding 24 months of a felony criminal violation 
under any Federal law and includes conviction of an offense defined in a section of the United States Code 
that specifically classifies the offense as a felony and conviction of an offense that is classified as a felony 
under 18 U.S.C. 3559. 
 
“Participant” means the Recipient, an entity who submits a proposal for a Covered Transaction, or an 
entity who enters into a Covered Transaction. 
 
“Tax Delinquency” means an unpaid Federal tax liability that has been assessed, for which all judicial 
and administrative remedies have been exhausted, or have lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely 
manner pursuant to an agreement with the authority responsible for collecting the tax liability. 

 
2. Mandatory Check in the System for Award Management.  Before entering a Covered Transaction with 

another entity, a Participant must check the System for Award Management (the “SAM”) at 
http://www.sam.gov/ for an entry describing that entity. 

 



Terms and Requirements for 2020 Tier 1 UTCs (July 2020)                  Page  34 
 

 

3. Mandatory Certifications.  Before entering a Covered Transaction with another entity, a Participant must 
require that entity to: 
 

(1) certify whether the entity has a Tax Delinquency; and 
 
(2) certify whether the entity has a Felony Conviction. 

 
4. Prohibition. If 
 

(1) the SAM entry for an entity indicates that the entity has a Tax Delinquency or a Federal 
Conviction, 

 
(2) an entity provides an affirmative response to either certification in section 3, or 
 
(3) an entity’s certification under section 3 was inaccurate when made or became inaccurate after 

being made; 
 

then a Participant must not enter or continue a Covered Transaction with that entity unless the USDOT 
has determined in writing that suspension or debarment of that entity are not necessary to protect the 
interests of the Government. 

 
5. Mandatory Notice to the USDOT. 
 

(a) If the SAM entry for a Participant indicates that the Participant has a Tax Delinquency or a Felony 
Conviction, the Recipient must notify the USDOT in writing of that entry. 

 
(b) If a Participant provides an affirmative response to either certification in section 1, the Recipient must 

notify the USDOT in writing of that affirmative response. 
 
(c) If the Recipient knows that a Participant’s certification under section 1 was inaccurate when made or 

became inaccurate after being made, the Recipient must notify the USDOT in writing of that 
inaccuracy. 

 
6. Flow Down.  For all Covered Transactions, including all tiers of subcontracts and subawards, the 

Recipient must: 
 

(1) require the SAM check in section 2, 
 
(2) require the certifications in section 3, 
 
(3) include the prohibition in section 4, and 
 
(4) require all Participants to notify the Recipient in writing of any information that would require the 

Recipient to notify the USDOT under section 5. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Recipient certifies that it will, or will continue, to provide a drug-free workplace by: 

1. Publishing a statement notifying employees that the unlawful manufacture, distribution, 
dispensing, possession or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in the Recipient’s 
workplace, and specifying the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of 
such prohibition. 

2. Establishing an ongoing drug-free awareness program (see 49 CFR Part 32) to inform 
employees about: 
 
(a) The dangers of drug abuse in the workplace; 

(b) The Recipient's policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace; 

(c) Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation, and employee assistance programs; and, 

(d) The penalties that may be imposed upon employees for drug abuse violations occurring 
in the workplace. 

3. Making it a requirement that each employee to be engaged in the performance of work 
supported by the grant award be given a copy of the statement required by paragraph 1. 

4. Notifying the employee in the statement required by paragraph 1 that, as a condition of 
employment supported by the grant award, the employee will: 
 
(a) Abide by the terms of the statement, and 

(b) Notify the employer in writing of his or her conviction for a violation of a criminal drug 
statute occurring in the workplace no later than five calendar days after such conviction. 

5. Notifying the agency in writing, within ten calendar days after receiving notice under 
paragraph 4(b) from an employee or otherwise receiving actual notice of conviction.  
Employers of convicted employees must provide notice, including position title, to the 
Department.  Notice must include the order number of the grant award. 

6. Taking one of the following actions, within 30 days of receiving notice under paragraph 
4(b), with respect to any employee who is so convicted: 
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(a) Taking appropriate personnel action against such an employee, up to and including 
termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended; 
or 

(b) Requiring such employee to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse assistance or 
rehabilitation program approved for such purposes by a Federal, State or local health, law 
enforcement, or other appropriate agency. 

7.  Making a good faith effort to continue to maintain a drug-free workplace through 
implementation of ongoing drug-free awareness program. 

8.  The Recipient may, but is not required to, provide the site for the performance of work done 
in connection with the specific grant. For the provision of services pursuant to the 
agreement, workplaces include outstations, maintenance sites, headquarters office locations, 
training sites and any other worksites where work is performed that is supported by the grant 
award. If the Recipient does so, please identify the Places of Performance by listing the 
street address, city, county, state, zip code. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, AND OTHER 
RESPONSIBILITY MATTERS -- PRIMARY COVERED TRANSACTIONS 

 
2 C.F.R. Parts 180 and 1200 

These assurances and certifications are applicable to all Federal grants, subgrants, lower-tier contracts, 
purchase orders, lease agreements, consultant contracts or any other covered transaction that is estimated to 
cost $25,000 or more –  as defined in 2 C.F.R. Parts 180 and 1200 (see also 48 CFR 9.401). 
 
By signing and submitting the University Transportation Center (UTC) grant application and by entering into 
the grant agreement under the UTC Discretionary Grant program, the Recipient is providing the assurances 
and certifications for First Tier Participants and Lower Tier Participants in its UTC proposal, as set out below.  

 
1. Instructions for Certification – First Tier Participants:  
 
    a. The prospective first tier participant is providing the certification set out below. 
 
    b. The inability of a person to provide the certification set out below will not necessarily result in denial of 
participation in this covered transaction. The prospective first tier participant must submit an explanation of 
why it cannot provide the certification set out below. The certification or explanation will be considered in 
connection with the department or agency's determination whether to enter into this transaction. However, 
failure of the prospective first tier participant to furnish a certification or an explanation must disqualify such 
a person from participation in this transaction. 
 
    c. The certification in this clause is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when 
the federal agency determined to enter into this transaction. If it is later determined that the prospective 
participant knowingly rendered an erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the 
Federal Government, the federal agency may terminate this transaction for cause of default. 
 
    d. The prospective first tier participant must provide immediate written notice to the federal agency if at any 
time the prospective first tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous when submitted or has 
become erroneous by reason of changed circumstances. 
 
    e. The terms “covered transaction,” “civil judgment,” “debarred,” “suspension,” “ineligible,” “participant,” 
“person,” “principal,” and “voluntarily excluded,” as used in this certification, are defined in 2 C.F.R. Part 
180.  “First Tier Covered Transactions” refers to any covered transaction between a Recipient or subrecipient 
of Federal funds and a participant (such as the prime or general contractor).  “Lower Tier Covered 
Transactions” refers to any covered transaction under a First Tier Covered Transaction (such as subcontracts).  
“First Tier Participant” refers to the participant who has entered into a covered transaction with a Recipient or 
subrecipient of Federal funds (such as the prime or general contractor).  “Lower Tier Participant” refers to any 
participant who has entered into a covered transaction with a First Tier Participant or other Lower Tier 
Participants (such as subcontractors and suppliers).  
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    f. The prospective first tier participant agrees that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered into, 
it must not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, under 
suspension, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless 
authorized by the department or agency entering into this transaction. 
 
    g. The prospective first tier participant further agrees that it will include the clause titled “Certification 
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transactions,” 
provided by the department or contracting agency, entering into this covered transaction, without modification, 
in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions exceeding the 
$25,000 threshold. 
 
    h. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower 
tier covered transaction that is not debarred, under suspension, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the 
covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous.  A participant is responsible for ensuring 
that its principals are not under suspension, debarred, or otherwise ineligible to participate in covered 
transactions.  To verify the eligibility of its principals, as well as the eligibility of any lower tier prospective 
participants, each participant may, but is not required to, check the System for Award Management website 
(https://www.sam.gov/), which is compiled by the General Services Administration. 
 
    i. Nothing contained in the foregoing must be construed to require the establishment of a system of records 
in order to render in good faith the duties required by this certification. The knowledge and information of the 
prospective participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the 
ordinary course of business dealings. 
 
    j. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph (f) of these instructions, if a participant in a covered 
transaction knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is under suspension, 
debarred, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies 
available to the Federal Government, the department or agency may terminate this transaction for cause or 
default. 
 
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion – First Tier 
Participants: 

 
a. The prospective first tier participant certifies to the best of its knowledge and belief, that it and its principals: 
 
    (1)  Are not presently debarred, under suspension, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from participating in covered transactions by any Federal department or agency; 
 
    (2)   Have not within a three-year period preceding its application/proposal  been convicted of or had a civil 
judgment, including a civil settlement, rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in 
connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, or performing a public (Federal, State or local) transaction or 
contract under a public transaction; violation of Federal or State antitrust statutes or commission of 
embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements, or 
receiving stolen property; 
 

https://www.sam.gov/
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    (3)   Are not presently indicted for or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity 
(Federal, State or local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (a)(2) of this 
certification; and 
 
    (4) Have not within a three-year period preceding its application/proposal had one or more public 
transactions (Federal, State or local) terminated for cause or default. 
 
  b.   Where the prospective participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, such 
prospective participant must attach an explanation to this certification. 
 
2. Instructions for Certification - Lower Tier Participants: 
 
(Applicable to all subcontracts, purchase orders and other lower tier transactions estimated to cost $25,000 or 
more - 2 C.F.R. Parts 180 and 1200) 
 
    a. The prospective lower tier participant is providing the certification set out below. 
 
    b. The certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when this transaction 
was entered into. If it is later determined that the prospective lower tier participant knowingly rendered an 
erroneous certification, in addition to other remedies available to the Federal Government, the department, or 
agency with which this transaction originated may pursue all available remedies, including suspension and/or 
debarment. 
 
    c. The prospective lower tier participant must provide immediate written notice to the agency if at any time 
the prospective lower tier participant learns that its certification was erroneous by reason of changed 
circumstances. 
 
    d. The terms “covered transaction,” “civil settlement,” “debarred,” “suspension,” “ineligible,” “participant,” 
“person,” “principal,” and “voluntarily excluded,” as used in this clause, are defined in 2 C.F.R. Part 180.  You 
may contact the agency for assistance in obtaining a copy of the regulations.  “First Tier Covered Transactions” 
refers to any covered transaction between a Recipient or subrecipient of Federal funds and a participant (such 
as the prime or general contractor).  “Lower Tier Covered Transactions” refers to any covered transaction 
under a First Tier Covered Transaction (such as subcontracts).  “First Tier Participant” refers to the participant 
who has entered into a covered transaction with a Recipient or subrecipient of Federal funds (such as the prime 
or general contractor).  “Lower Tier Participant” refers any participant who has entered into a covered 
transaction with a First Tier Participant or other Lower Tier Participants (such as subcontractors and suppliers). 
 
    e. The prospective lower tier participant agrees that, should the proposed covered transaction be entered 
into, it must not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction with a person who is debarred, under 
suspension, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered transaction, unless 
authorized by the department or agency with which this transaction originated. 
 
    f. The prospective lower tier participant further agrees that it will include this clause titled “Certification 
Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion-Lower Tier Covered Transaction,” 
without modification, in all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered 
transactions exceeding the $25,000 threshold. 
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    g. A participant in a covered transaction may rely upon a certification of a prospective participant in a lower 
tier covered transaction that is not debarred, under suspension, ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from the 
covered transaction, unless it knows that the certification is erroneous. A participant is responsible for ensuring 
that its principals are not under suspension, debarred, or otherwise ineligible to participate in covered 
transactions.  To verify the eligibility of its principals, as well as the eligibility of any lower tier prospective 
participants, each participant may, but is not required to, check the System for Award Management website 
(https://www.sam.gov/), which is compiled by the General Services Administration.   
 
    h. Nothing contained in the foregoing must be construed to require establishment of a system of records in 
order to render in good faith the certification required by this certification. The knowledge and information of 
participant is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary 
course of business dealings. 
 
    i. Except for transactions authorized under paragraph e above, if a participant in a covered transaction 
knowingly enters into a lower tier covered transaction with a person who is under suspension, debarred, 
ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this transaction, in addition to other remedies available 
to the Federal Government, the department or agency with which this transaction originated may pursue all 
available remedies, including suspension and/or debarment. 
 
Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion -- Lower Tier 
Participants: 
 
  a. The prospective lower tier participant certifies, that neither it nor its principals is presently debarred, under 
suspension, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participating in covered 
transactions by any Federal department or agency. 
 
  b. Where the prospective lower tier participant is unable to certify to any of the statements in this certification, 
such prospective participant must submit an explanation concerning their inability to provide the required 
certification. 

 

 

 

https://www.sam.gov/
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