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A list of Federal resources (non-exhaustive) that may be helpful for innovators and project sponsors is included as 
a resource.  

•  For general inquiries, call the USDOT SBIR hotline at 617-494-2051 or email us at dotsbir@dot.gov.

•  The USDOT SBIR program’s purpose is to stimulate technological innovations in departmental
programs utilizing, to the degree possible, the valuable resources and creative capabilities of the small 
business community in the United States. 

•  SBIR seeks to encourage the initiative of the private sector and to use small businesses as
effectively as possible in meeting Federal research and development objectives. In the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT), these initiatives are directed towards high-priority 
transportation research and development requirements of the OAs. 

•  All proposals must respond to a specific topic in an open solicitation in order to be considered for
an award through USDOT’s SBIR program. You can also suggest a topic for consideration. All submissions 
will be reviewed; however, not all topics will be included in future solicitations. If your topic is included in a 
future solicitation, then all qualified small businesses will have the opportunity to submit a proposal 
for that topic. 

•  USDOT’s Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization’s (OSDBU) mission is to ensure
Small Business policies and goals of the Secretary of Transportation are implemented in a fair, efficient and 
effective manner. 

•  The Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU) established the Small
Business Transportation Resource Centers (SBTRCs) through a network of grantees across the country. The 
SBTRCs work closely with the transportation contracting community and other technical assistance 
providers to serve small disadvantaged transportation businesses. 

•  SBTRCs provide an array of technical assistance to build the capacity of Small and Disadvantaged
Businesses, making the businesses more competitive when bidding on USDOT procurement opportunities and 
Federally-funded contracts. 

•  Search for contract opportunities which match your idea and/or your capabilities. FedBizOpps is
the primary location to learn about USDOT contract opportunities. Information about additional Federal 
government funding opportunities can be found on the Additional Resources page. 

•  Provides a common website for Federal agencies to post discretionary funding opportunities and
for grantees to find and apply to them. 
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•  The beta.SAM.gov domains contain data that has been migrated from legacy systems. The
domains support two distinct types of Federal awards: acquisition and Federal assistance. 

o  Acquisition awards are contracts awarded under the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).

o  Federal assistance awards are grant, cooperative, loan, insurance, service, and other
agreements covered by the Code of Federal Regulations, specifically 2 CFR part 200.  

•  The Transportation Research Board’s Research in Progress Database contains information on
more than 13,000 current or recently completed transportation research projects. RIP records primarily 
are projects funded by the U.S. Department of Transportation and State Departments of Transportation. 
University transportation research also is included in the database. 

•  The USDOT Research Hub is a web-based, searchable database of USDOT-sponsored research,
development, and technology project records. The database acts as a central repository for information on 
active and recently completed projects from USDOT’s OAs, providing a comprehensive account of the 
Department’s research portfolio at the project level. 
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