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Financial Assistance Policy and Oversight Division 

 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY LETTER 
 

This Office of the Senior Procurement Executive Policy Letter is issued under the authority of the Senior Procurement 
Executive of the Department of Transportation 

 
Subject:     
 
Memorandum from the Office of Management and Budget (M-20-11), Administrative Relief for 
Recipients and Applicants of Federal Financial Assistance Directly Impacted by the Novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

References: 
• Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 

Departments and Agencies, M-20-11, “Administrative Relief for Recipients and 
Applicants of Federal Financial Assistance Directly Impacted by the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19), dated March 9, 2020.  

• 2 CFR 200 – “Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit 
Requirements for Federal Awards” 

When is this Financial Assistance Policy Letter (FAPL) Effective? 
The Office of the Senior Procurement Executive Policy Letter is effective immediately. 

When Does This FAPL Expire? 
The exceptions provided by OMB are time limited and are only applicable for those awards that 
support the continued research and services necessary to carry out the emergency response 
related to COVID-19 during the period formally declared by the Department of Health and 
Human Services through the 90 Day Public Health Emergency Declaration (Public Health 
Emergency Period). 
The Administration will evaluate if these flexibilities should be extended to recipients whose 
operations have been adversely impacted in the emergency response related to COVID-19 at a 
later date. 

Who is the Point of Contact? 
Contact Audrey Clarke, Associate Director, Office of the Senior Procurement Executive, 
Financial Assistance Policy and Oversight Division, at 202-366-4268 or by email at: 
audrey.clarke@dot.gov. 
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What is the Purpose of this FAPL? 
The Office of Management and Budget has identified several areas where applicants and 
recipients for Federal financial assistance directly affected by the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) may be provided some short-term relief from administrative, financial management and audit 
requirements under 2 CFR 200 without compromising grantee accountability requirements.  
 
DOT Agencies are authorized to take the following actions, as they deem appropriate, with 
respect to the administrative provisions that apply to this class of Federal awards. These 
exceptions are time limited and are only applicable for those awards that support the continued 
research and services necessary to carry out the emergency response related to COVID-19 during 
the period formally declared by the Department of Health and Human Services through the 90 
Day Public Health Emergency Declaration (Public Health Emergency Period).  The actions 
include: 

1. Flexibility with SAM registration/recertification for applicants. 
2. Waiver for Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs) Publication. 
3. Pre-award costs. 
4. No-cost extensions on expiring awards. 
5. Abbreviated non-competitive continuation requests. 
6. Expenditure of award funds for salaries and other project activities. 
7. Waivers from prior approval requirements. 
8. Exemption of certain procurement requirements. 
9. Extension of financial and other reporting. 
10. Extension of Single Audit submission. 

What is the Background? 

As with previous natural disaster or public health emergency declarations, OMB has worked with 
Federal Agencies to determine where affected applicants and recipients may be provided some 
short-term relief from administrative, financial management and audit requirements on financial 
assistance awards.   

What is the Guidance? 
Attached to this policy letter is the OMB guidance concerning short-term relief for applicants 
and recipients for Federal financial assistance directly affected by the Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19).  Appropriation notations to the award file should be made if the agency takes any 
of the above-mentioned actions. 
 
 
 
Audrey Clarke, Ph.D. 
Associate Director, 
Financial Assistance Policy and Oversight 

Attachment 
 



 



 



 


